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Request for Alternative Method 

The codes adopted by the State Fire Marshal’s Office allow the Authority Having Jurisdiction to permit 
modifications to the code and/or alternative systems, methods, or devices that differ from those 
prescribed by the applicable code. These systems, methods, or devices must be equivalent or superior to 
those required by code. Approval by the State Fire Marshal’s Office does not supersede approval by a 
local code official. 

This form must be completed by the building designer and approved by the State Fire Marshal’s Office 
prior to plan approval. Please note that approvals are applicable only to the specific project referenced 
on this form and are not transferable to other projects. 

Project Name: TN Registrant’s Seal 

Application Date: 

TFM Number: 

Architect/Engineer: 

Registration Number: 

Complete the following information: 

1. Identify the code(s) section(s) that the equivalency is requested to replace. Important – Please cite
the code edition and paste in each code reference in its entirety.

2. Identify details of the alternative system or method. Include supporting details as attachments as
necessary (e.g., device cut sheets, calculations, or plan details).
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TFM: Project Number: 

3. Explain how this alternative is equivalent or superior to that required by the code

Office Use Only 

Approved Not Approved 

Plans Examiner Manager: 

Inspector Manager: 

Notes: 
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