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QUESTIONS

1 DoesAttorney General Opinion No.02-021 mean that acounty medical examiner cannot
employ non-physician assistantsto draw bodily fluids, take temperatures, or manipulate the body in any
way?

2. DoesAttorney General Opinion No.02-021 mean that acounty medical examiner cannot
employ non-physi ciansacting under the county medical examiner’ ssupervision, directionand control in
order to carry out specific taskswhich assst the county medical examiner in performing his powersand
duties under the Post-Mortem Examination Act?

OPINIONS

1. No. Attorney General Opinion No. 02-021 did not address whether a county medical
examiner may employ non-physician assistantsto draw bodily fluids, take temperatures, or manipulatethe
body in any way. Itisour opinion that nothing in the Act prohibits a county medical examiner from
employing non-physciansto perform such tasks under the county medica examiner’ ssupervison, direction
and control in order to assist the county medica examiner in performing hispowersand dutiesunder the
Act.

ANALYSIS

1 Attorney Genera Opinion No. 02-021 addressed whether the Post-Mortem Examination
Act, Tenn. Code Ann. 88 38-7-101, et seg.,authorizes a county medical examiner, duly elected or
appointed under the provisionsof Tenn. Code Ann. § 38-7-104, to deputize anon-physician investigator
to perform the county medical examiner’ spowersand dutiesunder the Act. It did not addresswhether
a county medical examiner may employ non-physiciansto draw bodily fluids, take temperatures, or
mani pulate the body in any way.
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The powersand duties of acounty medical examiner are set forth specifically inthe Act.
In Attorney Genera Opinion No. 02-021 this office opined that no provisionin the Act authorizes acounty
medical examiner to deputize anon-physician investigator to perform the county medical examiner’s
powers and duties under the Act. However, it isthe opinion of this office that nothing in the Act prohibits
acounty medical examiner from employing anon-physician to draw bodily fluids, take temperatures, or
mani pulate abody so long as such non-physician iscarrying out such tasks under the supervision, direction
and control of the county medical examiner in order to assist the county medical examiner in performing
his powers and duties under the Act.

2. Thisofficedid not intend in Attorney General Opinion No. 02-021 to proscribe acounty
medical examiner’ semployment of non-physician assistantsto act under acounty medical examiner’s
supervision, direction and control in order to carry out specific tasks which assist the county medical
examiner in performing hispowersand dutiesunder the Act. Wereit otherwise, acounty medica examiner
might be forced personally to carry out each such task associated with his statutory powers and duties
(such as performing autopsies or preparing reports) without any assi stance whatsoever. Asexplainedin
Attorney Genera Opinion No. 02-021, a county medical examiner may not deputize a non-physician
investigator to perform the county medical examiner’s powers and duties under the Act, sinceonly a
licensed physician may so act inacounty medical examiner’ splaceand stead. However, itistheopinion
of thisofficethat nothing inthe Act prohibitsacounty medica examiner from employing such non-physician
personnd asmay be necessary in order to assist the county medica examiner in performing hispowersand
dutiesunder the Act, aslong asany such assi stantsact under the county medical examiner’ ssupervision,
direction and control.
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