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IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR THE STATE OF TENNESSEE
TV,IENTIETH,JUDICI.A,L DISTRICT, DAVIDSON COIINTY

STATE OF TENNESSEE, ex rel .

JULIE MTX MCPEAK, SOlCIY
in trer official capacity as
Commissioner of Commerce &
Insrrrance,

Plaintiff,
vs.
GALII,EE MEMORTAL GARDENS,
JM&M SERVICES, INC. , LAMBERT
MEMORIAL CO. , aka LAMBERT &
soNS, rNc., LAI4BERT & SONS,
INC . , .JEMAR LAMBERT, MAR'JE
LATyTBERT ANd MARY H. LAMBERT,
and ALL PERSONS ACTING ÏN
CONCERT V'IITH THEM,

No L4-1,02-rr (rrr)

Defendants.
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April 23, 2Ol9
HONORÄBI,E EI,I,EN HOBBS LYLE

BE IT REMEMBERED, that' ttre

abowe-captioned cause came on to be heard, oÊ

this, ttre 23rd of April 2019, beginning at

approximately 1:00 p.m., before ttre HONORABLE

ELLEN HOBBS LYLE, Ctrancellor presídi.ng, wtren and

where the following proceedings were had:

ATJPHA REPORTING CORPORATION
236 Adams Awenue

Memphis, TN 38103
901--523-8974

wl^¡w . alptrareport ing . com24
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3
(PROCEEDINGS)

(1:00 P.m. )

IIIE CoURT: Good afternoon.
AIIDIn¡(E MEMBRS: Good afternoon.
lltE CþURT: I am Chancellor Ellen Hobbs

Lyle.
Can you all hear me? EveryMy hear

pretty well? Soret.imes my voice will get sofÈ,

so I'11 try to speak up this afternoon.
I have been assigned this case. Irve

been working on iL for a while. Íhe assignmen!

was given to me by statute. Itrs a code section
thaE has to do with cemeteries that vest the

authority concerníng this matLer in a chancellor
for Davidson county. So that's wþ I'm here and

I'm the person that's presiding.
Let me telI you how we're going to

proceed. Ihis hearíng is designed solely for me,

the CourE, bo hear frcm persons lhat are affecEed

þ events that have been going on in the

ceÍEtery. You all are close !o this situation
and so you lcrow that a receiver had to be

appoínted to Lake over the cemetery. Now all of
that is being corpleted and we're winding down,
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4
1 a¡d the reccn¡nendation that I have before ÍÞ from

2 the State of Tennessee is to close the cemetery'

3 l{ith that recon¡rendation on the table,
4 the receiver asked me, he said, CTr,ancelì-or Ly1e,

5 will you please hold a hearing and lislen to
6 peo¡lte who r¡ou1d be affected ry the closure so

? you can understand what this would entail, whaE

I it rrould Íean? Ãnd so that is why I'm here this
9 afternoon,
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To participate, you had to fiLe a card
with the CourE in NashviLle with my Clerk and

Masler, saying that you r.¡ou1d parEicipate. Írve
got the cards with ne. I've made a rofl. What

I'm going to do, I'm going to call the ro11.

When you hear your name called, just raise your

hand or say "here,u so I'11 have an idea of how

nìËmy persons actually wiLl part.icipate. And then

after that, I will call your name and if you will
cone forward and you can jusL sland ríght here.

You can come up to bhe bench, you can address

your fe11ow ciLizenry however you $/ant to.
Because of the number of people wholve

asked to speak this afternoon, I'm going !o ask

you each to limit your comnents to five minutes.

5
1 I will be Eaki¡g notes. ¡,¡e also have a court
2 reporter. l{hen you starL speaking, if you would

3 say your nane, that would be helpful.
4 All right. At this time, let me guickly
5 just call the ro11 of the pecple vrho requested Lo

6 parEicipate and raise your hand or just say

7 rrpresentl so Ir11 know who's here.

8 (CHANCilJI,OR SPOKE ¡{ITT{ I]I{E SHERIFFIS

9 DEPI}IY OFF II{E RECORD,)

10 TIIE COURT: Okay. Irm going to pull
11 this forward. Is that better? Is that betEer?

L2 Can they hear outside now?

13 Did you all get Íþst. of that or do I
L4 need to repeat it?
15 okay. flre boEtom line is right now, Irm

L6 going to call roll on the persons who aqked to
1? participate to see who's here. Then afLer that,
18 I'11 call your name and you can come forward.

19 Do the folks outside, do they know

20 what's going on?

2I SHRIFFTS DEPIIIY: Yes.

22 TIIE COURT: eood. Okay, Ihank you.

23 All right. lvlyesha Beech? TonIIIy Bond?

24 Latria Childs or Dorol.hy Gray? Eileen cogbill?

Alpha Reporting Gorporation



6
1 Leroy Davis? Vickie Davis?

2 All right. Ms. Davis, you'I1 be our
3 first to speak. Itll ccxre back to you. rhad(
4 you for being here.

5 L. Duclq^IorLh?

6 MS. DUCI(II'IoRIII: Present.

7 lTtE COIJRT: All right. You'l1- be next.

8 rhânk you.

9 Eddie Gi]l? Þrcellent. Got you on

10 here.
11 Ernestine Glass, Floretta Le$¡is, llarcus

L2 Mccoy and l'lí]]iam G]ass? You are Ernestine
13 G1ass?

14 MS. GI"ASS: Yes, ma'am.

15 TIIE CÐLIRT: All right. Ms. Gloria
L6 Harris? Mary Rucker? Claire Holmes? Martha

t7 Holnes? Rebecca Davis ,faÍErson? Leslie O. Jones

18 and Leonard Ctrism? Melvin and Young ,Jones?

19 v'¡alter ,Jones? Rodney Jordan? Allen and Estella
20 lGlley?
2L Ttrat was Rodney ,Jordan? Did I ttLiss you?

22 lhey're out in the -- great, out in the overflovr,

23 okay.

24 SHERIFF'S DEPIIIY: The one before that.

7
IIIE CþIIRT: It'lalter ,Jones, okay.

MR. iIONES: PresenL., maram.

IIIE COURT: V{alter ilones and leslie
rTones j¡ the overflow, okay. C'ot it.

WhaE about Melvin Jones? No, but we

have Mr. Walter ,fones. Yes,

Okay. Ànd LherÌ Rodney,Jordan? v¡as that
a¡ overflow or no? No. okay.

Allen and Estella r'elley?
MS. KELÍiEY: Presen!. Present.

IIIE COIIRT: In the overfLow? 0h, there.
cot it.

Okay. Sadie King? Solorþn Lurry?

MR. LIIRRY: Here.

lIlE CþIJRT: Here. Lade11 and Diane

tt4acklin?

MR. lvfACI0,IN: Here.

IIIE COIIRT: AIJ- righb. Man¡in ,Jackson

and Malone and Patrici.a ,Jackson? No.

Deborah Mccafnx?

MS. MCCÀlilN: Here.

TIIE @IJRT: JerrT Miles? Johrury Morrow?

Halimah MuhaÍmad? Robert Pendleton? Perlean

Peters? All right. Juanita Phillips?
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1 MS. PHILTIPS: Here.

2 THE CoIIRT: Carol Price?
3 I'lS. PRICE: Here.

4 IT{E CþURT: Abdul Rashad?

5 MR. RASHAD: Here.

6 ïIE CIURT: fhank ]¡ou.
7 Elnerie Rossen?

I MS. ROSSEiI: Here.

9 TIIE COIIRT: All right. Mildred Stiger?
10 Stiger, I may be saying it wrong. Stiger? No?

11 Roosevelt and DeLores suÍmers?

L2 MR. STJII"IERS: Present.

13 TIIE CþIJRT: Okay. Viola lrloody Taylor?

14 SHERIFF'S DEPûTY: Taylor is outside,
15 Your Honor.

16 IT{E CþURT: Taylor is outside in
I7 overflovr, okay.

18 All right. Billy J. I'lalker? Overflorv?

19 Nelly wallon? Mark Webb, Senior?

20 ftrarriet W. Young?

2I MS. YOUNG: Here. May I use a
22 substitute Íry daughter?

23 TIIE COURT: Yes, rra'am. You sure may.

24 fhank you.

I I
1 À11 right. At this tíne then, v¡e htil1
2 proceed. And we're goíng to starE $rith Ton¡nie

3 Bond. If you would cone forward, please. Tonrnie

4 Bond? No?

5 Okay. Vickie Davis?

6 Ms. Davis, would you rather sit than

7 stand? Yourre $/el-cqne to.
8 MS. DAVIS: I can stand, but I don't
9 knom¡ hovu Iong.

10 ÏTIE COIJRT: You can come closer if you

11 want to, so you can be heard.

L2 Does that nicrophone work over there?

L3 Can we pu11 that forhlard?

t4 All right, Ms. Davis, so if you r.riIl
15 just telI Ehe Court the coÍments that you would

16 like to rake concerning the issue that's before
l-7 Í8.
18 MS. DAVIS: In May of 2000, Íry

19 husba¡d --
20 TIIE COIIRT: Ànd let me ask you to do

2L Lhis, if you don'! Íúnd. Can hle turn it so I can

22 see her? So we ca¡ have eye contact. Yes. Oh,

23 perfecL.
24 okay. Does that work for you,

Proceédings -' April 23, 201'9
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1 Ms. Davis? ttnt works for ne.

2 MS. DAVIS: ltrat's fine.
3 fHE COURT: Okay. Ttrank you. And 1et's
4 do this. Let's give her sornething so she can --
5 do you have some books or sonething just so

6 peopte can puL their papers on there, see them

7 better?
I MR. MANIS: Your Honor, I'11 give them

9 this seat. flrere's microphone right here. That

10 may be the easier r¡ay --
11 IIIE COIJRT: They nay want Lo stand up.

L2 MS. DAWS: I r¡ould Prefer to stand

13 right here.

14 THE CQIIRT: All right. JusE a minute.

15 lf you'll give her -- just put those two books so

16 she can put her papers on,

I'7 Okay. Al1 rÍght, Ms' Davis. Is that
18 better?
19 MS. DAVIS: Yes.

20 ïIE COIIRT: All right. You may proceed.

2I MS. DAWS: Tn MaY of 2000, mY husband

22 lost his life in an autonr¡biIe accident. We

23 lived i¡ Madison county, Jackson, Tennessee.

24 Bledsoe Frrneral Home transported his body here !o

11

1 Menphis. His family had seven plots in Galilee

2 Merprial Gardens. He $ras buried in the Garden of
3 Prayer, which is at the very back of the

4 ceÍEtery, directly in front of the office and

5 righE at the roadway heading back up tolvard lhe
6 front..
7 I came to vieit hÍm and clean his grave

g site each Íxcr¡th because my doctor $ras in Lhat

9 area. I never sahr any tanpering or disturbances

10 in that particular area or near Èhat pIace.

11 Several times Iater, though, ín years

L2 later, I dÍd see sorething that disturbed ne, but

13 I didn't r¡nderstand. Right across the roadway

L4 where he was buried, there l¡ras a dunpster, and it
15 n¡as full of broken coffins, I didn't understand

16 why then and I wish I could unsee it now.

L7 Behind me at that Lime, there were blue

18 tents. I thought, Èhey're having a lot of
L9 business and, yeah, Ehey sure were. fltose

20 coffins attested Eo that,.
2L And ther¡ just before the tunþil started
22 and paadencnium broke ouÈ, I found out what was

23 going on at Galilee, so I went out and I
24 purchased tu¡o plots. I for¡nd out right before

12
then that everyLhing was going to heck in a ha¡d

basket. I didn't know what to do, but I knent I
had to have him renpved before it got too bad.

Änd then I got this paPer that said

Notice of Hearing for Galilee Menprial Gardens.

And do\'rri on lhis paper, it said to preserve the

sancÈity of graves, burial should be prohibited,

disinterment of remains should be prohibited
because who's buried where is noL certain and

proper notice cart]xot be given to relatives of
those buried.

On the website that they have lisLed --
as I said, my husband was buried in the Garden of
Prayer -- they show Pastor LE Davis, who is my

husband, his npther a¡d father and right before

that occupied, no marker, which is his aunt. And

right behind thaL occupíed, no marker.

So what I'm asking because they say that
they don't uant to disturb anybody, his brothers,
which are still alive and his sister say it's
okay, I hron't be disturbing anybody but family,
so please allow me to disinter the love of my

life a¡d have him buried in a decent place.

Please al1ow me to do that. fhat's all I ask.
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1 ftìânk l¡ou.
2 T1IE COIIRT: And M8. Davis, 1et re ask

3 you a guestion. So $rhat you've done is you've

4 purchased a couple of pl-ots in another ceÍìe|ery.

5 MS. DAVIS: Yes.

6 fHE CþURT: And you told me in the

7 beginning that ]rou r,rcu1d go and keep lhe grave

I and it's your iÍpression Ehat there r^ta6nrt

9 anything disturbed out there, so 1ou feel fairly
10 certain that thaE is your husband, thatrs why )¡cu

Ll told me that?
L2 MS. DAVIS: Yes,

13 TIIE COURT: Because you know that. they

14 did not document ürhere they buried folks and it's
15 been hard for the receiver to kno$, wiLh certainty
16 who is where. But you're telling the Court based

t7 on your obsen¡ation, nothing was disturbed,
18 you've got the listing there and that's tlthat

19 you're seeking is disinterûxsnt..

20 MS. DAVIS: Thårk you. fhat's exactly
21 what Irm saying.
22 TIIE CÐIIRT: All right. Ihank you so

23 Íruch, Ms. Davis. You need help getting to
24 yo'ur -- okay.
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IvlS. DAVIS: Itnnk you.

rT{E CoIJRT: thånk you.

All right. Duclcworth. L. Duclct^torEh?

Yes, maram. If you'lI come forrr¡ard, please. And

if you would just follow the same procedr¡re,

Ms. Davis did. Ihank you.

MS. DUCK!{ORIII: l"ty name is tydia
Euckr¡,orth, and I'm coning to you on belalf of
nany relalives that I have buried in Galilee
CeÍEtery. l4y rþther v¡aË buried back in 1958, and

I had a sister buried as recentLy as 2013. And I
would like to visit the ceÍEtery. the last tin€
I r^rent out there, I could not visit. I have also
purchased t$ro graves in Galilee, so I don't knolv

whaE, wil-I happen to that. I guess nothing.
But basícally, I want to lsrov¡ what --

closing of the cemeÈery, what would that do Eo

our visitation rights?
ITIE COIIRT: And that is one thing that I

will have to determine arrd why $re're having the
hearing today. And 1et me ask )lou abouÈ that.
It wi1L aI1 depend on what sor! of arrangeÍents
can be nlade to keep up the cemetery. we're not
sure hov¡ we're going to do that. We're roorking

15
1 on iL. But if the court were to set certain days

2 and tiûEs that it would be o¡nn, v¡ould that be

3 sornething then Ehat you could do? We would try
4 to do it -- you know, I'm not sure vre can keep it
5 open all Ehe tiÍe, that's ürhat Irm saying, so ÍE
6 might have to be a restricted schedule. TeIl re
7 hohr that -- what your response is !o a restricted
8 schedule? [Iow often would you need it, you knovr,

9 open? Is it better Lo have ít open on.a weelcend?

L0 Is it betEer to have ít one day a week, two days

11 a week? Tell me whaÈ would r,'¡ork i¡ that regard.

L2 Ms. DUCKÍ{ORTH: À restricted schedule

L3 would work for ne, but I donrt know about other
L4 people.

15 II{E C0IIRT: Right.
16 MS. DUCXo{ORII{: V'leekends or during the

17 week, either one would work fine --
18 IHE CþIJRT: Okay.

19 IvlS. DUCK!{ORI}I: -- for me.

20 IHE CoIIRT: But you don't have a

2l aense -- I'11 ask other people when they corne up

22 to inquire about visitation. I'm not sure how

2,3 we're going to be able to arrange that because

24 we're goíng to have to fiJrd somebody to keep up

16
l- the ceûetery.. fhat's going to be an arrangement

2 because of cosE. Änd we want to have visitat.ion,
3 but it may have to be restricted. So for you,

4 that would not, be an issr¡e, but it could be for
5 other folks.
6 MS. DUCK9{ORïII: Yes.

7 TTIE C0IJRT: Okay.

I NIS. DUCKWORIII: And also, my nother
9 grave and Íry granùrcther grave had markers on

10 them. f don'! see them an)m)re. And ûIy sister's
11 grave, hre purchased a marker, but it vras never

12 placed on her grave.

13 TtfE COIJRT: !{hat is -- what are Ehe

L4 nanes where there used to be markers?

15 Ms. DUßrlORTl¡: Viola Bailey Freeman.

l-6 TIIE @IIRT: All right.
]-'7 MS. DUCKI^IORTÍI: And Lydia Freeman,

18 TIIE COIIRT: And then the olher one you

19 purchased, but it's not there.
20 MS. DUCKIT,¡ORTII: Itrs not naÍE. Her naÍE

2! is Brenda Freeman.

22 TIIE COIIRT: Yeah. And I'm no! sure that
23 there wíll be a renredy for that, but I've laken
24 it dou¡n. Okay. All right.

]. MS. DUCK}IORTII:

2 ûry Íþther was buried.

17
And I loow er<act1y where

3 TIIE CÐIIRT: All righÈ. Ãnd do -- do you

4 have that infonnation or did you file it with the

5 state or put it. on ]rour card that you sent in
6 $rith me? I can look.
? MS. DUCX!{OR!}I: No, I dldntt put where

I she was buried on the card.

9 TIIE CÐIJRT: Do you know the space? Do

10 you know that?
11 MS. DUCKÍ{ORTII: I don't know a number or
12 anything. I know where it,'s located.
13 TTIE CÐIIRT: You could take somebody

14 there --
15 MS. DUCXV{ORII{: Yes.

16 IIIE COIJRT: -- but in terms of saying,
L7 itrs in the Garden of Prayer, number whatever,

18 yourre not sure,

19 MS. DUCKWORTI{: She was buried i¡ 1958,

20 so she was buried out farther from -- from the
2L build -- the building that you all were talki.ng
22 about previously.
23 1IIE CÐIJRT: All right. Anything else?
24 MS. DUCKWORTT{: No. I guess that's it,.

Proceedings - April 23,2019
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1 Ttrå¡k you.

2 TltE CþIJRT: thank you, ¡48. Duckr¡¡orth.

3 MS. DUCK}ÙORÎI: OkaY.

4 TIIE CþIJRT: All right. Edùie Gill?
5 EddÍe Gi1l? Good afternoon.
6 Ms. GIII: Good afternoon, Your Honor.

7 TI{E CoURT: Yes, maram.

I MS. GILL¡ lrly name is Eddie Gill.
9 lltE COIJRT: EddYe, I'm sorr]¡. I

10 miE)ronoÌ¡nced i!, ftrey had it Eddie on here.

11 MS. GILL: It's E-D-D-Y-E, so it's a

L2 liEEIe confusing.
13 TIIE COIIRT: E-D-D-Y-E, thanlc you. Yes,

14 mara¡n.

L5 MS. GILL,: ¡ily name is Eddy Gi1I. Irm

16 representing my husband Lindsey Gil1 as v'tell as

\7 our fanuily Íembers who are u¡able to nake visits
18 as an oq)ression of our love to sjx loved ones

19 who are buried at Galilee Menprial Gardens. Our

20 burials go back 58 years ago when my grandfather

2l was buried there. ltre last of our loved ones to
22 be buried at Galilee was my Íþther in February of
23 2002. Hovrever, it doesn't end there vrith our

24 farnily because the late ilesse Larìbert r^ras so

19
L thoughtful and took such good care of the

2 ceÍeteqf grounds, my husband and I decided Eo

3 purchase burial lots in 2005.

4 ¡{e had encouraged my brother and

5 sister-in-law to do the same thing. Ihank ffi,
6 they did not do this afLer the horrific act
? happened. ft saddens Íry heart knowíng that I
I can't høror my nm's mencries þ placing flowers

9 on her grave site as well as my oEher deceased

10 family nembers buried there, No anrcunt of noney

Ll can take away the hearÈaclre and sadness that has

12 dwelled with us.

13 IIIE CoIJRT: ilu8t take your time,

14 Ms. ci11. Ttris is a hard, hard thing, so just
15 Lake your time. And if you rtant to coilre back up,

16 you can.

L7 MS. GILL: Okay.

18 TIIE CollRT: ilusE take a minute.

19 MS. GIIiL,: No aÍþunt of noney can take

20 away the heartache and Lhe Êadness that has

2L dwelled b¡ith us since this horrible occurrence.

22 Yes, hre want sorething done about it as well as

23 we'd love to have our rcney back because we

24 purchased other burial sites. Itre only thing I

20
1 wanE to do is to be able to visit my loved ones

2 thaE are buried there. I don't wanE my body

3 there. lhank you.

4 lttE COURT: Let Íe ask you a question'

5 Ms. eill. You heard my discussion with
6 Ms. DuclqrlorLh --
7 MS. GIIÍ: f,h-huh.

I lTtE COURT: -- that vre're trying to nnke

9 arrangements for the maintenance of Ehe ceÍetery
10 and we !¡ant to nnke deterrninations about

11 visitaEion. If there is visítation, it's like1y
12 ít would be a restricted schedule' Do you have

13 any inpuL you want Co give the Court on

14 recormerìdations as to what wor.rld be helpful to
15 you on that?
L6 MS. GILL: fle would be able to go pretty
L7 rmrch any tine.
18 fHE CoURT: Okay. so Yourre --
19 MS. GILL: VÍe're retired and we would be

20 able to go any time.
2r TIIE CoIJRT: Okay.

22 MS. GILL: Yes. Right.
23 IHE CþIJRT: And before, I know for -- my

24 folks are buried in Nashville, they vron't let

2'l
l" you -- they r¡ron't 1et you put real flowers there.

2 Theytlt take them up. Before was it the practice
3 in lhe cemetery thât you could put real flowers?

4 MS. GILL: Yes.

5 TltE CþIJRT: Do lrou have vages there or
6 isit--
7 MS. GILL: Ttrere were vases there.
I IllE C1)URT: flrere were vases, okay.

9 MS. GILL: Ànd all of my relaEives are

10 buried in the older part, so I -- I haven't beer¡

11 out there since lhe restriction. I do have a

L2 friend Lhat has gone ouL there and has cut the
13 grass around his fatherre grave site. So I said,
14 well, I thought you couldn't enter. And he said,

15 well, the policeman don't say anyEhing, so bhat's
16 what he's done.

\7 ITIE CÐIJRT: Lec's not hear any nore

18 about that. Renember, this is courL, so --
19 MS. GILL: So werve not gone. Werve noE

20 gone. strike that. Take that out.
2L lTlE C0IIRT: Ttr,at's right.
22 MS. GILL: But we have not gone out

23 there since, you know, the restriction.
24 THE COIJRT: He who sha1l not be named --
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22
1 MS. GIüt: Never.

2 TIIE COIJRT: -- has, But, you knorv, in
3 teñns of the flo¡¡ers, iL is -- Ít is hard to
4 maintaín. I knovt that with the cemetery my folks
5 are, it is harder bo rnaintain if you do put

6 flovers.
7 MS. GILÍ,: ArÌd I often think abouE the

I fact that my rncther was a florist. And we never,

9 ever missed a holiday or a birthday'
10 TTTE COT]RT: YES.

11 MS. GILL: And of course, when we Put
12 flovuers on her grave site, we would put flowers

13 on my grandfaEher, Íty grandrother, my two aunts

L4 and my uncle. so it's -- iE's very hard. Every

L5 holiday, I --
16 lTtE CþIIRT: Yes. So holidaYs are

17 inportant. Of course, that would be a difficult
18 tine --
L9 MS. GILL: And a¡niversaries.
20 IIIE CþURT: -- to have it c,pen, but --
2l MS. GILL: Right.
22 rT{E CþIJRT: all right. Ttlank lrou very

23 much.

24 Ernestíne Glass. Good afternoon.

23
L MS. GLjA,SS: Good afEernoon. And good

2 afternoon, neiglrbors. I am Ernest.íne wil1iams

3 Glass. l"fy parents are buried in Galilee Merncría1

4 CeÍEtery. ¡4y father has been there 40 years or
5 nþre. lrre bought our plots ín 1970, ,June 1-970.

6 ¡,ty mo¡her was buríed there in 2008' Febnrary 3rd,

7 2008. Ivly father is Mr, Ernest vÍiuiams. l,ly

I Íìother is Ms. Robilia wiuians. And I stand

9 before you no$¡ to represent the familíes, my

L0 famity, my siblings, sorne cousins, sore friends,
11 classmates, who are buried in that ceÍÞtery.

L2 Now ml¡ Íþther stnrggled to pay for it.
13 She paid for the plots, three plots. In 1971,

'J,4 she had finished. She had one year to corplete
l-5 the paynent.

L6 Ms. Robilia Alexander williams kept her

L7 pronise to the oftners of that cenÊtery. She did
18 not disrupt, place anything there that she didn't
19 have to and she paid her biIl. I have every

20 check Lhat she e,rote. Everything EhaE she did
2l concerning Galilee, I have it.
22 I coûx3 here with a sad heart Lo know

23 that I have to sLand here and speak for them. I
24 don't have a whole lot of conclusions because I

24
1 don't lcrow enough. fhis is my very first
2 hearing, and I'm very glad to be able to cdne

3 before you Ctnncellor LyIe and hear some of my

4 concerns.
5
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I have -- firsE concern, obligaLiøls. I
want to know what obligations -- what obligations
does the state have in keepíng this kind of thing
fron happeníng again? I'm afraid Eo say

anything. Whoever thought --
IIIE CþIIRT: Arid I can ansvter that --

that pretty ErickJ.y. ftre book thatrs doÌ¡¡n lhere

tha! we've got the papers on, Èhat green book, it
has the law in it about cemeteries. And what the

State of Tennessee has done is laws have been

passed to regulate cemeteries, and they have

peqple in the Attorney General's office and other

boards thaE rþnitor !hat. Ãnd there are certain
requirenrents that you have to have nronetary and

you have to file reporEs r"ith the state.
And so what happens Ehen is the state is

watching, they're mcnitoring. And what's

difficult about it is for them to get in there in
tine and salvage a situation, I handle

ceneteries all over the sEate. fhey all are

25
L handted in Davidson counEy. l{e've had them all
2 over the state. Ànd in sorne sítuations, the

3 state is able to get in there a¡d take hold of
4 the situation and what we call rehabilitate the

5 cerrcbery where they can get the onners out or get

6 them back to what they should be doing and wetve

7 rehabilitated scme. Or others, we've sold to nevt

I owners and they rehabilitate, And sore we've

9 auctioned. scfiE, churches have taken over.

10 I think, you knovr, the problem is that
11 this cemelery was -- the situation was -- was bad

12 in terms of not keeping records where people were

13 buried and also in the financial aspecL of it.
14 And by the time the state cane in, it was -- it
15 was in a bad sítuation.
L6 MS. GLASS: Yes.

L7 Tl{E CoIIRT: Ànd so you ask yourself --
18 I've asked myself Lhe sane question, l¡ou know,

19 how did it geE like this? Eow ûid it happen?

20 Ttre problem is the staEe -- you know, iE is like
2L 1aw enforcement, how do they know? I Íean, they

22 watch people file reporEs. One thing bhat

23 happened in this case, a number of different
24 coqþrate names were used. We vrent through thaL
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in court a couple of weeks ago. I don't lslow.

Ttere were maybe five or six different narûes thaE

were used. Also, when the lounger part of the

family took it over, there was, you know, a

disconnect there.
MS. GLASS: Yes.

l}lE COIIRT: And so thatrs where r¡re are.

But I do $rant to assure )þu thaL there is. law on

the books and there are people in place who

regnrlate this. Ãnd the key, of course, ig
getting in there on time. Ãnd the oEher ttr:ing is
money. r Íean, the State of Termessee, will they

devote Írf,ney to things like this? V'Ie spenÈ

over -- in this ceÍEtery aÌone, it. is over

$200,000 that Lhe state has spent --
MS , GLA.9S: Yes.

TIIE CoIIRT: -- on this ceretery. So I
wa¡t l¡ou Lo know that there are people thaE are

doing lheir job on the cemeteries across the

state. Änd this one, you lt¡tow, is -- is'-- I
mean, it's a Eerrible situaEion. I'm Lalking too

1ong. I should limit myself Lo five m:inutes.

MS. GIÀSS: Vüe11, tha¡¡k you very much,

because you answered some of the questions. I"Îy
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1 maybe ne:<t question -- ând, of course, the big
2 concern is, will this happen again, you knolv?

3 Ãnd how long will the state support the cerÊterY?

4 For inslance, 50 years from now, I Ð,çected my

5 parents to be okay and in a safe place. Will the

6 state do il for five years or 10 years and then

7 drop iL?

8 TIIE COURT: What will happen is under

9 the Iaw, the state ca¡not continue to do htha!

10 they're doing novr at the ceÍEtery. It is like --
11 it is like a bankruptcy. A person is appointed a

12 receiver and Lhey go in and they fix up what they
13 can, like we've tried to docr¡nent where there are

L4 persons who have been buried. sle've Eried to
15 attach those with names. l{e've tried to raintain
16 the ceÍEtery. I{erve, you know, done all that.
L7 But r{rhen the state finishes that, Lhen at that
18 poinE, the cemetery is either turned o\ter to
19 soûEone else, they will buy it or it's closed and

20 we have to find soneone who will keep it in good

2l condition because in the state of TennesÊee,

22 there are laws that cemeteries have to be sacred

23 and maintained. And so that piece of it, we're

24 working on. lìfe're hoping vte can partner with

28
sone 1oca1 offices, you lcrow, different -- in
other counties, r¡rerve done things with, like I
say, churches or sheriff's deparüfl:nts. But that
piece of iL, we're uorking on it.

MS. GLASS: Okay.

fT{E CQIJRT: Ttere is law tha! requires
it to be at least be kept up. I nEan, thatrs a

minirm¡m, buE --
MS. GLA,SS: Al1 right. ltìat ansurers

tha! question generally and I will be concerned

about it later.
Moving.along, I am aLso concerned about

visitation. fhat's ¡he second thing Ehat werre

concerned about right now. And my question is:
r{ill the ceÍEtery be open periodically on a

weekly basis or holidays or what? Have you

decided whaE that would be?

THE CoIJRT: I have not decided. And

that was part of the reason for the hearing today

so I could get inforfiìatiqr from people who want

to visit the ceÍetery. Part of it will be

resources. once vte know how we're going to
maintain it, then we'll make a deEerminatiorì.

I'11 knohr whether rre can have visitation. And if
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1 it's restricted, then I'11 have to nake decisions

2 about when would we do it. But I wanted to hear

3 frøn people here to know what they need in terms

4 of visitatj.on so I can match that up with
5 hrhatever resources we find. Yourve heard me Ealk

6 with --
7 MS. GIASS: Yes, T did.
I THE 6IIRT: -- other people.

9 MS. GIÀSS: I heard that and --
10 TIIE CþURT: TeII me --
11 MS. GIÂSS: f'm going to say this thaE

12 many of us are out of tot'tn. For instance, I hêd

13 to travel here.

14 TliE COÌJRT: Yes.

L5 MS. GLA,SS: l"Îy sister who's here, she

16 had to come frorn sonewhere else. None of the --
L7 my siblings live here, so that is a big concern.

18 TTIE CþIIRT: Yes.

19 MS. GLASS: My firnl concern is this:
20 If we choose to disÍnter, for disinterment, what

2L is the procedure?

22 TT{E CþIJRT: And thât is something that
23 is before me, whether we are going to even be

24 able to let people disinter. And here's the
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issue qr that. Because Ehe cemetery did not keep

good records and because in sorne situations, they
put' persoris -- nþre persons than were supposed Lo

be put in a space, if there was. disinEennent, it
rnight not be the person that you think it's
su¡posed to be. You heard --

MS. GIÀSS: Yes.

TI¡E CþIJRT: -- Ms. Davis tell ne, she

gave rE test.incny --
MS. GLA,SS: Yes.

fHE COIJRT: -- about how she had watched

and she Ehought. her area had not been disturbed

and what she knew about her lu¡sband. In many of
the locations, we don't have that kind of
evidence. l{e have evidence to the contrary. so

thaE is an issue. What is your --
MS. GIÀSS: I think that -- I Ehir¡k Lhat

we know where our parents are. Tüe have visited
the ceÍEtery many times. Í{e have one space that
is not taken. We only had three lots. t"Îy

pareints are there, boLh of them. BuE we have

visited the cemetery. We think we know. I have

a deed here that telIs exactly where they are.

And vre would like Lo consider disinterment.

31
TtlE CþIIRT: All righc.
lvfS. GLÃÉ;S: Thank you.

TIIE CoURT: Thank 1ou very nuch'

Àt thi6 time, Ehe Court will hear fron
NeUa Hinge. Ciood afternoon.

MSi. HIIiIGE: Good afternoon. And thank

]rou very much for callÍng me. I donrE know what

happened to my letter, but I did send it in. And

good afternoon to everyone here. lty name is NeÈa

Hinge, and I buried my husband, Donald E. Hinge

in Galilee in 1996, and u¡e don't lsxow where he

is.
Ànd the question I have is going Eo be

very brief. Since we do not where he is, he has

10 grandkids that I would like for them to 90

ou!, bu! they can't. Can we construcE a !'ta11 or
sonething in menory of bhe people Lhat don't know

where their relatives are? And at least we'II
have scnelhing there with their name on it. l{e

l<nolv he's out there, but where?

IIIE COIIRT: Yes. And then that would

give you at least a place to go Eo because you

kno$¡ --
IvlS. HIIiGE¡ He's there.
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1 fHE CÐIJRT: I see. So it would be a

2 wall thaL would have names.

3 MS. HINGE: Nanes, jusl líke the walI we

4 have in DC wiEh deceased Veterans that --
5 fT{E C0IJRT: Yes.

6 MS. HIIiEE: -- they don'L lslow whaE

7 happened or they bombed out, they don't have the

8 bodies.
9 IHE C0IIRT: Yes.

10 MS. HINGE: so for PeoPle here that
11 don't )mow where their relatives are, their narì3s

t2 woufd be on the wall. And aL least, we could

13 just go and know he's in there, you know. so

14 please fongive ne. I'm going to --
15 TIIE COURT: Ítnnk You.

16 MS. HIIGE: My son a¡d I both been back

17 there crying ever since we started hearing these

18 pecple. It realIy hurts.
19 TIIE CþIJRT: I know.

20 MS. HII.IGE: fhat's what I have to say.

2L Tha¡k )¡cu very much.

22 TIIE COIIRT: Thank you. Ttnt was very,

23 very valuable.
24 MS. HIIüGE: Would that be able to

33
happen? I lsrow you have to make a decisior¡'

THE @URT: weII, I had never had that
presented to ne. Ànd iL's -- I'm thinking about

resources, wbat it t¡ould cost, where we would get

the Íþney, et cetera. BuE, yes, I will
certainly co¡rsider that. It]l have to talk to
the receiver. Ànd the receiver is over Lhere,

saying uh-oh, Chancellor Lyle bas got this wish

list that werre goirig to be cver there. But the

nnney is the problem. l{e don'E have mrney, but

we'1I -- you knolv, væ'11 see.

MS, HIIiGE: But are they going to fix
the area anyway to try Eo keep it sacred in
there?

TttE COIJRT: It's my understanding -- and

I'm trying to recall from the receiver's last
reporE, but there has been a lot of fencing
that's been done. Ihey've been repairing that.
I think you told ÍE that had been corpleted.
Yeah. Änd so q¡e've got, that aspect of it done.

MR. lrtOORE: Your Honor, the ce(ìetery hâs

been corpletely fenced and it's been set up to
protecf.

TIIE COIJRT: TLte cenetery has been
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coÍpletely fenced. Ílre last reporE that I had

frcxn the receiver, we had discussed fencing, and

I thought he said it's ccûplete, and he's

confirned that it is. Ànd that has been dsÉ to
proEect whaL's i¡r there.

MR. MOoRE: One other Èldng, Your Honor.

We have brought. the elecLronic records with us

today. And my assistant is here' Ms. Hinge, if
you want to, we will try and for anybody to give

you an idea of a map of what we think. We cannot

say for sure that this is where your husband is
buried. IwishIcould.

MS. HII{GE: We understand.

MR. M@RE: I wish I could. But I can

say it's in an area, it's in a rarìge of places,

but that's about the best I can do.

MS. HIIGE: All I $,ant it is on the

fence.
MR. MoORE: RighL. Yes, rna'am. But Ï

wanted to be abte to tel1 you that we can telI
you what they recorded and where we best believe
it to be.

TTIE CþIJRT: And Mr. Moore, urould you

want to provide that this afternoon or after the

35
t hearing --
2 I\lR. MOOPü: After the hearing.

3 TIIE CþIIRT: -- or r¡ouId you want people

4 to file somelhing with you so you can send it to
5 them?

6 IvlR. lilOORE: Either rray, Your Honor.

? IIIE COIIRT: okay. Wher¡ I get finished'
8 we'll talk about that. Bu! the wall is
9 definitely sorething new, and I've taken notes on

10 that and will consider it. Yes, ma'am. Ihark

11 you,

12 MS. HIIiIGE: And to let you lcrow, my

13 husba¡d was in Ehe Lhited States Navy. He served

L4 all of us. And iE hurt me to lçxot^t Ehat he was

15 put in a place which -- I'm noL even going to go

LG into that scenario. But r¡re put him there because

17 I was noving back hc¡ne and I was coming hone, we

18 vrere not there. And when I heard Ehat, thaL just

19 hurt me, because I could have put him in a

20 Veterans, but this was closer for rne at that
2l tiÍE. Irm l¡oung, listening to people.

22 But anyhot't, I just r¡rant you all to know

23 he was in the military. He fought for us. Ihank

24 you. lbarik you very much.

36
1 ITIE COURT: Leslie O. ,lones? Iæslie O.

2 Jones. Leonard Chism? Okay. walter,Jones?

3 Walter .Iones?

4 SHER.IFFTS DEPUIY: I'11 make an

5 affiouncernent outside, Your Honor.

6 TTIE COURT: I thought Mr. Walter ,Jones

? was out there.
I Rodney ,Iordan? Okay. Good. All right.
9 Íhank you.

10 Good afternoon. I'm sor4/ you canrE

11 hear me Lhat well out there. I'm talking softly.
72 I'1I Lqf to speak up.

13 MS. JONES: Permission to approach'

t4 TIIE CþIJRT: Yes, na'am. If you would

L5 just right there -- r^re've got a nrakeshift kind of
16 podium there.
I7 MS. JONES: Yes. Tha¡k You. I would

LB like to, first of all, thank you, Judge Dandridge

19 (sic) for having this hearing today and al-I the

20 people that came out.
2I THE CþURT: And let me ask you your

22 naûìe.

23 MS. JONES: tvly name is leslie ,Jones.

24 TIIE COURT: And Ms. ,fones, I will teIl

37
l- you, I am Chancellor Ly1e, El1en LyIe.

2 MS. TTONES: Irm sorry.
3 TIIE COIIRT: But I do -- you reminded me.

4 I do $ranL to thank ,Judge Dandridge for use of his
5 courtroorn. He and his staff have been very, very

6 helpful.
? So I am Chancellor Lyle. And Ms. ,Iones,

8 whenever you're ready Eo proceed.

9 MS. .IONES: Yes, ma'am. Ï am

10 representing Ìny grandfather, Leonard Ctrism, as

11 well as my family that is buried there, Ernestine

72 Chism and ,Joyce HarÍþn.

13 l"ty parents -- my grandfather thought it
L4 very inportanL that he take care of us conpletely

15 in our life as well as when vte get ready to die.
16 It, is ver:y i¡Iq)ortant that we acknowledge that we

17 bave purchased the 1and, the property several

18 years ago, paid in fu1l. lrle have lhe check. We

19 have each -- we paid, vle were in good standing.

20 We have a letter bo attest to that when Mr. ilesse

2L Lambert was -- sêveral years ago, the estate

22 approxitraLely 30, 40 years ago --
23 THE CþIJRT: Yes.

24 MS. iIONES: -- when we purchased the
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property, the plots. Ãnd we prepared for lhe

burial. And so we paid ín full. !{e have

evídence and we have submitted evidence Eo the

state to let them }now Ehat we have evidence of
our plots in EterniEy -- the plots are i¡ the

Eternal Life area, Plots 1, 2, 3 and 4. ÏÍe a1so,

not on1y, know where they're buried. ¡4y

gran&nother is already buried there. She was

buried Ehere in 1998. I was able to -- because

of where we live, we live in close prorcimity to
the ceÍEter-]¡, v¡e wer€ able to view and know that
she was buried there properly. Actually, the

year that Ehey were bury there is when they lvere

renovating Ehe place, Mr. Lambert htas renovating

the place. He got new tents. He goE nev¡ -- they

sEarted baving new people Eo manage the yarrl,

yards. He fell iIl and then he -- yol knov the

story.
IIIE CÐllRT: Yes.

, MS. TIONES: ftre rest is history. so

after !ha!, we visiLed vetT often.
I was disturbed Lo fi¡d ou! -- I've been

hearing about the different thíngs being in the

news as well that -- and also not just her' but

39
1 no! able to go and visiE my granùrclher's grave'

2 Not only when we buried her, we got the

3 headsEone, so $/e do have markings to shonr and to
4 c1aÍm those property plots.
5 IttE COIJRT: And ¡he lasb. tiÍE you were

6 there, the headstone was on there?

? MS. iIONES: Yes. .Our headstone has

8 continued to be on there. It has not been

9 disturbed since her buria]. ltte reason f l<rrov¡,

10 we live very close to there. I can see it. You

11 know, I can see it from our house --
!2 lItE CþIIRT: OkaY.

13 MS. .IONES: -- the plot. IL has never

14 been disturbed.
15 l{e are -- we have them back to back. We

t6 have a headstone -- and actua11y, I didn't want

L7 to do this at first. llhen we buried her, we put

18 Lhe headstone there, we put my grandfather's

19 nanE. He wasn't -- hets not deceased, but $re pub

20 his birth date and we just left a --
21 ITIE C0URT: Blank.

22 MS. JONES: All we have to do is put the

23 p1aÈe --
24 IÌIE C0URT: Yes.

40
1 MS. iIONES: -- for his demise.

2 TIIE CþIJRT: I,{e did that with my parenLs

3 as well when my dad passed. Änd then for my nnm,

4 left iE open until, yeah.

5 MS. ,JONES: So we have clafurcd the

6 property. Irle know with any piece of property --
7 this is a bit different because it's being

I manâged by sonebody. But our plots, r'¡e knou¡

9 where our loved one is buried. We have evidence

10 to show where our loved one is buried.
11 As to our test Lhat we know Ehat it has

12 not been disturbed since it has -- since her

13 burial. v{e have evidence to shotlt Lhat, lvhere

L4 she's buried. So when I looked aL the form that
15 thelf serd in the rnail and it says the right to
16 bury persons in ploEs that vrere purchased from

17 Ga1ilee, we still r¡ou1d like to be able to use

18 Ehose properties.
19 Recently, my grandfather was ill and I
20 was trying to make sure everything was in order

2I in case of any -- any of our demise. And I
22 discovered tbat I could not even bury him there.

23 Since -- we have been able to look and view the

24 property. ftrey have created a gate al1 the way
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around to show ownership of Ehe land and so that
no one will go in there.

In my over 30, 40 years of beíng

affiliated and )crowing this properLy, there
hasn't been a Iot of vandals just to get rid of
the property. our property has not been danaged,

our plots. Many of our farn-ily nembers are buried

there. I would like to be able to have them

buried Ehere. I would like to have them to be

able Lo visit.
And the Ehird one is the center. In Lhe

cases of my farnily and I have not talked about

reroving my grandrncther frorn that grave site
because we did it based on we knew the people

there that nnnaged it. We have the mapÊ. Vùe

knorv that they are there. And according to the

records and claims, has anyone documented nr¡re

than one person being there? We're right there.
V{e could see that it has not been --

II{E CþURT: And so your grandrother is
the only one that's been interred.

MS. 'JONES: Yes.

THE COIJRT: Ãnd you o\^in the plots around

thaE.. And so your request, you certainly want to
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be aíl to visiE --

MS. 'JOMS: DefinitelY.
IIIE COURT: -- and would like to use the

property. If you canrt, if the cemetery is
closed to fulure burials, then you wanE to
disinter? Is lhat what yourre thinking or not?

MS. äONES: I'm not sure that v¡e want to
do that, that we vùant to do thaE. And just to
have a tiÍE to come and not corE, I don't thinlc

that there has been a huge problem with people

danaging the property. It vras inprwed -- since

1998, Ít's been being inproved until the time

that the son took over.
ïIIE COURT: Ãnd so what. you've seen as

far as visitation, you thínk since it's gated

that visitation wouldn'E have to be that
restricted because rændalism has not been a

problem? That's vJhaE l¡ou're thinking.
MS. iIONES: No. No. Yes, ra'am.

TIIE C0URT: And what I will do -- I
mean, Ehe evidence that I hear today fron
everl¡one, I'11 Eake into account and then our

receiver, !lr. Moore, is an erqgerL in cemeEeries.

He's rehâbbed ce¡releries and operated cemeteries
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all over the state. Ãnd so his e4>erEise about,

you know, what we need to do to secure the

property, I will hear from him as well.
But it's your -- living near there, it's

your inpression --
MS. ,JONES : Yes.

ÏTIE COIIRT: -- that -- what side do you

Live on? Do you knot¡I?

MS. ,JONES: I live on the opposite side

of --
I1lE CþURT: Give me a, --
MS. iIONES: It's on EIlís Road. I live

on E1lis Road. Our family lives on El1is Road.

IltE CþIJRT: Okay. What else? AnytÌúng

else?
MS. JONES: Yes, maram. Just one more

bit.
In the claim, it's stated -- I read over

it.. IL says, how many claims to that one ploE?

I }now want to know hov¡ nìany other pecple are

claiming? Because I donrt larow if that's oEher

people sibuation, but I don'E belíeve it Eo be my

particular siLuation, but iE is a question that
arose. ALso, I was looking th:rcugh a different
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1 court cases a¡d Ehings like that where as far as

2 the 1av¡ is clcncerned for keeping r4 with the

3 prcrperiies.
4 TIIE CÐURT: Yes. Ànd see, they did not

5 do that.
6 t"fs. ,IONES: They didr¡'t. Ihe state is
7 resp,onsible for everyone -- I think it's every

8 year, yrou have to kind of nrc'nitor that, you have

9 to pay a cerEaín aÍxcunt --
10 IHE CoURT: Yes.

11 NlS. JOMS: -- for the Process to be

12 done.

13 TIIE CþURT: Yes.

14 MS. JoNES: Ãnd I have looked into that'
15 And why should eve4Þody here have to suffer --
16 Íry question is: Ìltry should we have to suffer for
I7 one person's rnísmanagenent? Why should these

18 families have to suffer?
19 TIIE CþURT: Änd the answer to that is
20 because that misnanagement was so -- Ehe

2I consequences, the result of that mismanagenenE

22 are so far reaching. f ÍEan, what Lhis person --
23 the mismanagement there has had so nany

24 consequences, You say, why did you all have to
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1 suffer? It did not take long for the situation
2 Lo go bad fast.
3 You talk abouE the staEe doing

4 oversight. fhey've got cerneteries all across the

5 state they're doing oversight on. And one thing
6 they u¡atch is you have to pay fees a¡d file
7 reports $rith the state. Ãnd that's one sign, you

I knor4r. ltrey look for that. Änd if people aren't
9 doing that, Èhen they know they need to go in and

10 regulate. But a lot of liÍEs wiLh these

11 ceûEteries, you can'L tell that Elr:ings are going

L2 bad until sc[Ilething, you know, gets the 6tate --
L3 a¡ alert to the state. A lot of tines you can

1,4 te11 by mainlenance, if it's not being

15 maintained. But $rhat happened is once the state
16 got in there, there bad been so much damage wiEh

r7 records. lhat's the biggest problem, they didn't
18 keep records, and so we don'L know, we canrt
L9 determine who is buried where.

20 MS. .JONES: Yes, maran.

2l TltE COURT: Ànd we don't know hov many

22 peo¡lle in certain p1ots. And the staÈe has even

23 gone to the e)<perise to have one of these -- I
24 $rar¡t to call it a Geiger counter. fhat's not it.
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1 It iB one of these things that they go over the

2 ground with to see how many bodies are in plots.
3 Seísrngraph --
4 MS. ,fONES: To see $/here they've been

5 buried.
6 TIIE CþIJRT: -- or whatever they call it.
7 Ànd Mr. Moor€ has a charL of that. But I guess

I my point is, when l¡ourve got someone in cha:rge of
9 a ce[ìetery -- you know, l,fr. Jesse Larìbert for

10 years ran it fine and pecple respected him. Ànd

11 that was another thing. It was sor! of a sleeper

L2 situation because it had been ari upstanding' fine
13 business. And then it --
L4 lrlS. JOMS: It went bad fast.
15 THE CoURT: Yes. Because in this
16 busíness, l¡ou can do that.
I7 Mfi. JOMS: I feel for the families that
18 are going tluough this.
19 TIIE C0URT: Yes.

20 liß. JOMS: I have evidence of where my

21 plot is, and I feel very confident a¡d I knoht

22 Ehat û¡y grariùnoÈher's buried lhere. I would like
23 Lo sti1l haræ my gnandfather, myself and my

24 rþther buried there. They are our plots. It is

a piece -- it is no! just a piece of land like
any other --

TIIE CþtlRT: Yes.

MS. iIoNES: -- land that soÍEone had,

might have. It's a menprial. I!'s a special
place.

IIIE CþURT: Yes.

MSi. iIONES: And I don't know if this
would make any difference. fhere are a 1oE of
proninent people lhat are buried out Lhere.

THE CQIJRT: That doesn't.
MS. 'JONES: fhat doesn't really matÈer.

Everybody here ís iÍporEant.
IIIE C1)IIRT: lihat it cornes dohrrì to --
MS. iIoMS: ltreir families are

iÍportant.
TltE COIJRT: Í{hat it comes dov¡r¡ Lo is we

can't determine where people are buried and we

don't }orohr how many bodies, and that is a

problem. Ãnd we al-so -- then there arenrt
resources. Änd so thatts -- I'm listening Lo

what people want and what their concer:x¡ are and

then there are limiEaEions over here on what can

be done because we have the jnaccuraLe recordg,
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1 the number of multiple bodies in places and no

2 resources.
3 MS. iIONES: Is there any v¡ay there could

4 be historical -- titled ur¡der a historical
5 lanùnark since i!'s been there forever? You

6 knovu, the LamberE family has been there for a

? long time or sorcthing --
I TIIE CþIIRT: Ì{e will try --
9 MS, ,JONES: -- have noney allocated or

10 boolsnarked for thaE?

11 TIIE @URT: We will try to be creative,
!2 but it's r:ntike1y. Nol¡t the one -- the suggestion

13 about the wall, that, I'm thinking, you know --
14 I'm trLing to think how we could do thaE. But

15 it's a situation Ehat lhere's just not a good

16 renedy for it.. Visitation, you know, I'm going

!7 Lo vrork on that. The wa1I, I'm thjinking. But

18 short of that, iÈ's -- there's just -- there's
19 just no remedy.

20 MS. ,JONES: V{e11, I appreciate the

2l opportunity to speak here. Ãnd if we could

22 together corE togeLher and create a positive
23 solution for aL1 this, I really appreciate that.
24 Ànd I appreciate your tine and your effort and if

49
l- therers anything else, I appreciaLe Lhe conEtan!

2 con¡m¡nication.

3 I'm looking over -- it's a beautiful --
4 it's beautiful place to be buried and I'm velY

5 proud that my grandnother is over there. Ànd I
6 hope that we can cofie to a resolve soon in this
7 râtter.
8 IïE CþURT; Ms. ,Jones, thank You.

9 MS. JOMS: Thank You.

10 fHE CoIIRT: Ibãnk you Êo much'

11 A1l right. Rodney,lordan? Rodney

12 ,lordân? No?

L3 Okay. Ànd then lvalter Jones? walter
L4 ,Jones?

15 Okay. Al1en and Estefla r'e11ey? Allen
16 and Estella i{el1ey? Are they in or¡erflov¡? Okay.

17 Here vre go.

18 Turn my volume ræ a litE.le bít.
l-9 (WHEREUPON, THERE I'¡AS A DISC{TSSION HELD

20 OFF THE RECORD BETWEEN TITE DEP{ITY AIID TT{E COURT. )

2L II{E CþIIRT: Irm sorry. Þ(cuse me,

22 Mr. and Ms. Kelley. All right. If y'a1l will
23 proceed.

24 MS. KE[,L!]-Y: Okay, Good evening,
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everyone. I'm kind of nervous. I'm not used to
talking in front of so many PeoPle, but I thought

it $ras iûportant that lve come because my husband

and f, we bought plots out there at Gafilee a

long time ago and was trying to get ready because

his npther is buried Ehere, tottie Kelley and

bought plots around where she's br¡ried. And then

also my rnoEher, Perlean Peters, she's back lhere,
.so I'm speaking for her. Her rìarÌE is on there,
but I'm just going to speak for her.

TIIE CÐIIRT: Okay.

MS. KETLEY: Ànd she's 93 years old and

she bought a plot ouE there years ago. And when

$re -- vre were poor pecple wher¡ we bought Ehis

ploÈ. hre had to fÍnance them. Änd it look us

like a year and vrhatever the finance charge was

to pay for these p1ot.s. And I just think, you

knov¡, we was trying Eo get ready for our --
whenever we leave this place.

And as far as I know whenever lve went

out there to visit -- we v¡as in the Everlasting
Life part. b¡e qras close Eo the road. Irve never

seen any dislurbance in those plot6 when v¡e were

out there. Ànd so I would lÍke to knov¡ -- I

51

heard thaE if you all was having someone to
e¡<alnine the plots to see if anybody was buried in
the p1ots, and I would like to knoht what become

of it? Did anybody find plots Ehat no one rtas

buríed in? Cou1d they determine that?
TIIE COURT: Yes. What they've done --

what is the naÍe of the equiprent? ilust tel1 me.

I keep wanting to call it the wrong thing.
MR. MOORE: Ground penetrating radar.
TIIE COIJRT: fhank you. Ground

penetrating radar,
MR. M@RE: Änd we also followed chat up

wiLh probes.

TIIE COURT: Ãnd then what they did, they

hrent out there with this equipment. And I
think -- doesn't it throw waves or sorething ínto
the ground --

MR. MOORE: It does, Your Honor.

TI{E COIJRT: -- and if they hit someth:ing

-- and can you tell lhe number of bodies or does

it just coma back that there's søething there?

MR. M@RE: It gives us an anornaly. And

the way the waves ccnre back indicate whether

there's been one or nìore people in a particular
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spoE. And as Your Honor knows, the way -- Ehe

way people were buríed at Galilee, they did not

follow their plot lines and so people are jagged

and they used other people's plots vrhen they

buried people ner(t to other folks.
TIIE CÐURT: Ãnd let ne just interrupt

for a nr¡ment. Usualty when Mr. Moore does this
in cemeteries, they have a grid, you know, where

they've goE the ploLs gridded out and then

they're supposed Eo follow thaE with the burial
and then keep the records so that you have an

ongoing record, and Lhey didn't follow that
structure. And so it's been very difficult. He

has tríed. rhey vrenE out there wíth the

equignent, they did the probing a¡d all of that
and they've tried Èo come up with a graph. But

it is, I would say, tcre of an estimate. Is that
how you r,rould call it?

MR. IvloORE: It's -- iE's Èhe best that
we can do. Vle engaged a corlpany. They were out

of Little Rock, Arkansas. Tbeyrre very well
known for this type of work. v{e spent two nonths

out at Gali1ee,
THE CþIIRT: And now you have -- he has a
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graph. Änd after this is over, then Mr. l¡bore

wÍlI nake himself available and we can also then

have a follow-up, r¡re can fign:re if people $,ant to
Leave an address. But he has a grid. So that --
that tells you that in some places, we -- we know

íf there is, you lotow, one or tttto more bodies.

But because they didn't follow the grid, iL's not

like you're thinking in your mind, it will be

pIoÈ by plot by plot.
MR. KEL,LEY: So t{hat you're saying,

those two plots that we have out there, that we

can never use them?

TIIE CþURT: No, I donrt think you'Il be

able to. I think we're going to have to close

the cellEtery. And that's what -- the decision

I'11 have to make and thatrs why we're having the

hearing so I can hear from people about the

effect of that and what. -- t^¡hat your thoughts are

and how it affects your family.
MR. KELiLEY: So Ehose plots that we have

then, we won't be able to use, so we won't be

able -- Lhe noney car¡rot. be returned from that or
do we just lose that, just like that?

THE COIIRT: Itrere is no nþney -- there
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1 is no rnrney. It is Íly understanding that there

2 $ras a separate lawsuiE, a class action that's
3 been going on. Are you all involved in that h¡ith

4 lqr. Manis?

5 MS. KELLEY: No.

6 THE CþIIRT: Okay. So therers a separate

7 lawsuit thatrs going on about that. But as far
I as Elxis case, there is no rrcney. what happened

9 iÉ that the people who where operating the

10 cerEtery to use a biblical reference, they

11 borrowed from Peter to pay Paul. I n3an, there's
12 just -- Lhere's no nþney.

13 In soIIÊ cemeLery cases, hrerve been able

14 to have what. we call a claims procedure. But in
15 this one, we're just -- Lhere's -- Eherers no

16 soluLion because it's fulI and nraþe over ful1.
17 MR. KEI.iLEY: Okay.

18 MS. KEI.iLEY: It is like my rnother, she

19 is 93 years o1d, and she needs to be buried

20 sonewhere. So that mea¡s that she got -- she got

21 Lo buy a plot sornewhere else.
22 lHE COURT: Ãnd it's oqrensive now.

23 MS. KEL,LEY: It is Íþre ercpensive.

24 IIIE CþURT: It is a 1ot rcre e4ænsive.

55
1 MS. KETLEY: It is a 1oÈ ÍÌlre elçensive.

2 TIIE COURT: I flEan, a lot of people now

3 are doing other things like cremat.ions and stuff
4 because Ehey cari't afford it. I know in
5 Nashville, I've looked into Ehis for my fanily
6 and itrs very erpensive.

? Mg. KELLEY: Yes, it is. A1so, I know

I the other lawsuit that was carried on before and

9 it was in the paper that the people received sqne

10 npnies because they had lawyers and stuff Eo

11 represent them. Where *id that nrney coÍne frcrn?

L2 I ÍEan, Lhe money is somewhere?

13 TIIE CþURT: Are you talking about. the

t4 class action --
15 NlÉi. KEL,LEY: Yeah.

16 THE CoIJRT: -- lheY had?

L7 MS. KEüLEY: Yes.

18 1T{E cOLiRT: Okay. Yes.

19 lvl,S, KEIiLEY: If you get a lawyer and

20 fIlaybe get scrTEbody to represen! you, do tha¡ nean

21 you're going to get sorx3 ûþney?

22 IIIE CþIJRT: ülhat happened -- yeah. What

23 happens is this: fhe rnney has to cone frcxn the

24 people who ilid the wrorig? And if they've giot

56
1 anything, then thatrs where you get it from. And

2 in this case, there is nothing. Itrere is
3 nothing.
4 Ilrey operated under what I will call
5 shel1 or sham corporations where lhey would set

6 up a corporation. They had nothing ín it' and

7 they would use that and then they would -- once

I they used that up, they r,¡ould set up another

9 corporation. And I don't want to use a slang

10 r¡ord, but the way I would describe it is Ehere

11 r{ere a lot of sham corporations that l¡tere set r¡p

L2 that they were doing busjness under.

13 MS. KELTEY: vÙell, I've always wondered.

t4 I, you lo:ow -- Lv,,o or three years ago, I wcndered

15 why every time someone dies, especially a black

16 person died, is buried in Galilee.cemetery? And

17 I said, just so much room out there. Why -- how

18 can you not know that it's not enough room --
L9 IllE COIJRT: Yes.

20 MS. KELLEY: -- to bury PeoPle the

2I people that's been buried out Ehere? The state,
22 shouldn't they have knou¡n that?
23 TIIE CþIJRT: Ihey were. The state was

24 auditing it., They're required to. The state was
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auditing it. ltrese people were required to file
reports. And at the point, when they were not

doing utlat they were supposed to, che state caÍÞ

i¡. And ilm not doing a good job of describing

this. Bu! wher¡ the state came in, the people who

were running it, the yor¡nger Lamberts, it was --
there r,,as so nìarl¡ bad things that has been done

that it jusE couldn't be remedied.

I ttean, imagine if for a year someone is
putlíng bodies irt places where they shouldn't.
l{e11, it would be hard for Ehe state to detect

that. ,Iust take one year of doing that. Ànd so

by the Lirne the state got in, it -- it was -- it
wa6 a nÞss.

itre elder Mr. Lambert ran a good

operatia,r¡ initially. He was highl-y respected and

lhe ceÍEtery was fine and then --
l¿ß. KH;LEY: okay. Let me get to the

conclusion. WhaL you're saying is ever¡ if we

have bought ploEs out there and paid for them, we

can't bury then in there. And lre hronrt get our

nroney back from them what we paid, and we rny not

be able to visit. So v¡hat are -- r,vhat are $re

here for?
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THE CoIJtùl: You are here bo LeIl Íìe

ð(actly vrhat you said, so that whe¡ I go back to
Nashville and I hear what the recorlrnendatíons of
the state are, then I will know r^rhat the concerns

the people are here. And if there's anyLhing

that I can do to address Ehose, I will' For

instance, visitation, that Íìay be something I can

do sonething about. I !',anted to hear ínfornntion
about when it would be good to have it open. It
was helpful Eo ÍE to know that there are

out-of-tovrn people because if we have visitaEion,
we need to take that into accounE that they canrt
just corne, you lmow. So I've got to figiure that
piece of iL.

Ihe idea of the wa1l that's a little.
but it may be sorething. so to re, llais has been

productive because I have heard things that I
Í¡ouldn't have heard if I weren'L here. Ãnd if I
can find a remedy for it, I will. Ttre Court Ehat

I operate in, there's a saying: Chancery will
not suffer a wrong without a renedy. So lrm

bound bry law to try to find a remedy. But if
therers -- if T'm unable to, I'm just uxable to.

But hearing this tel1s ne, ,Iudge, this

59
1 ís what you need !o go after, Ehis is whaL you

2 need to try to figiure ouE if therers a Íray.

3 MS. KEIiLEY: Okay. fhen we will hear

4 from you again about this?
5 THE COURT: Yes. Îlhat will happen is
6 after today's hearing, then I will have a hearing

? wiEh the receiver and we'1I ¡mke determi¡aLions

I about wlnt we're going to do on the cemetery and

9 we will send out notices on it. Itrere will be a

10 court order and l¡ou will receive that. You are

11 now -- I mgan, we nør¡ have ]rou on our lisL since

L2 you filed a card to participate and you will
13 receive that.
14 MR. KH,iLEY: So we have a headstone out

15 there and we couldn't receive it. I $rent out

16 there Eo Lry to get it, but they wouldn't. let us

17 get it. ftrey have it or¡er Lhere bry the office.
18 TTIE CoURT: Had iE been set?

19 MR. KEIjLEY: No.

20 TIIE CþURT: It wasn't set out in Lhe

2L ploL, it was sitting in Èhe office?
22 MR. KÐ,LEY: Sitting over there by the

23 office, yes.

24 IHE COIJRT: Ànd you wanLed to get it

60
back?

MR. KELLEY: I $,anted to get it back.

TIIE CoIIRT: But there was a stay on

returnj¡g any property. And so that's one ttú¡g
you stilJ. would want, correct?

MR. KELLEY: Yes.

ÏTIE COURT: Was it already -- hovr do you

kno$r? I mean, it had a nare set on it.
MR. KELLEY: A11en S. KelIeY.

TIIE COIJRT: What was it'?
MR. KELLEY: Allen S. IGlley, the name

on iE.
MS. IGIiLEY: Allen S, Kelley.
TIIE COIJRT: I don't knoht trhat the status

of that properÈy is. I lorow that the receiver
lrerìt out there and collected everything. I don't
hror¡,¡ about. that, but I've made a note of it.

Wha! else? Änything else? Yes, maram.

MS. IGIiLEY: I'm just speaking for ÍIy
nrun, Perlean Peters. so when you get to her, you

can just skip her name, Perleâ¡ Peters.

Tl{E CoIJRT: Yes, nta'am.

MS. KELLEY: And she just -- Irm

speaking for her.
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1 TI{E C0URT: Okay. All right. rhänk

2 you. Ihank you.

3 Okay. Ladell or Diane Ì4ack1in?

4 MR. lvlACKtIN: Good afternoon. HoÌ¡J are

5 y'all doing?. I rnissed all other trials, but

6 v¡hatever is going on wittr this trial. But I
7 bought five plots out there and I used one of
8 thern. so Í¡y rcLher and daddy iE ouE there, her

9 sister is out there. so nolv we need to find a

10 soluEion however you can get out there, see

11 sorebody,
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MS. I{ACI0,IN: ldr son was buried in '95.
MR. IiIACKLIN: fhat's when I bought. five

plots out there for my family.
TÎIE CþIJRT: Ànd so l¡ou v¡ant to be able

Eo go out and visit?
MR. t"lACKtIN: lify mama, daddy, sister out

there, too.
TIIE COURT:

Arlington, Tennessee

MR. MACKI,TN

from the --
TIIE COIJRT:

Ànd you all are fron
How far is that?
It's about three miles

Okay. So you knov¡, f've
talked with other people abouL the visítation.
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For you all, I'm assuming what coming up on a

weekend ís the be6t or holídaYs?

MR. I4ACKLIN: For me, because lrm out --
f'm out of to$rn all Èhe week.

lltE C0IJRT: OkaY.

MR. IvIACKLTN: flre wife and the kids are

at hore.
IIIE COIJRT: All right'
MR. IvIACKLIN: ttr:rcugh the week, I'm

gone,

TÍIE COIJRT: Äny -- anything else Ehat

you vrant? You just want Èo be able to visit?
MR. MACKLIN: Frcrn what y'all is saying,

y'a1l said everything that y'aII are going to
settle.

TTIE @IJRT: v{e havenrt settled ar¡ything'

I haven'L made the order, bu! Ehe situation is
there are limited solutic'ns. I ttean, there¡s
just lirnited solutions.

MS. IvIACKLIN: l"Îy son was buried up

front. so last time I went over there, didn't
see Ehe flowers or the vase lhât was there or

nothing, so I don't know.

TIIE CþURT: Is it a permanent vase that
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1 was on the headstone?

2 MR. IvIACKLIN: The headstone, it is on

3 the headstone.

4 $IE CþIIRT: But You didn't see it?
5 MR. IvÍACKLIN: She said she dÍdn't see

6 iL, but when I went there to go back over there,

7 they had it. all blocked off.
I TIIE COIJRT: You couldn't get there.

9 ¡{R. I"IACKLIN: T?rey wouldn'! let you in
10 there.
11 lttE CþIJRT: OkaY.

12 MR. MACKLIN: so they fenced it up and

13 locked it si¡ce -- since it's been going on.

L4 TIIE CÐIJRT: But you know exactly wbere

15
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MR. IvÍACIGIN: Pretty nuch.

TIIE CoIJRT: -- where the space is?

MR. MACIGIN: Pretty nnrch. BuE like I
said, my mana and daddy is out there and sister
out there, so if you can send me the map, I'1I
take the map.

TIIE CÐIIRT: You do want -- ]ðu $tant --
MR. I'IACKIIN: Yes. I wanE to -- that's

my address. If you'll send that to Íìe.
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L MR. M@RE: OkaY. Yes, Your Honor.

2 TTIE CQIJRT: All right. Anything else

3 frcrn Ladell and Diane l4acklin?

4 MR. IvIACI(LIN: If we could get lhe -- I
5 reckon that would solve some of the problems that

6 we could have the visitation.
7 ITIE COIJRT: Yeah' OkaY.

I MR. I"IACKLIN: So we couLd get that

9 figrured out a 1itt1e bit.
l-0 THE C0IJRT: All right.
11 MR. ÌvIACKLIN: ftren I'11 have to sLart

12 over.

13 TIIE COIJRT: Yes.

14 MR. MACIG,IN: But I need to go' so.

15 IHE COIJRT: all rigttt. Íhank you.

l-6 Tha* you.

L7 MR. MACKL,IN: Thank Y'aIl '
18 TI{E CþIIRT: Itrank you very ruch.

19 AJ-l righE. tleborah Mccann? Deborah

20 Mccarin? Good afternoon.
2L MS. MCCAIiIN: Good afternoon, Chancellor.

22 How are you? tha¡rks for having Ehis htith us.

23 TT{E CoURT: Yes, ¡naram.

24 MS. MCCAIiIN: One thing I lvant to say is
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iE's sad thaÈ people die two deaths, qle when

they die and the second when they stop visiting
you at the cemelery. So this is -- ttús is very

fuportant to Irc and Eo probably everyøte here.

Tt¡atrs where you get sollE peace when you go out

and see your farn-ily.

I1{E CÐIJRT: Yes. Yes.

Nß. MC(AlilN: lt vras very iÍportant to Íly
mother. l,¡y grandrcther and my Amt 'Julia are

buried out there. And she would go out there and

put flowers on the gËave every year.

Novú what I have is a little bit of
paperwork. I have the deeds out there. I spoke

with lr4r. Moore, actually spoke lvith Mr. Moore on

the day that ÍV ncther died.

TltE COIJRT: Änd how ¡nany persons do )lou

have buried?
MS. MCCÀlilN: I have two.

TTIE C0IJRT: T\¡o.

MS. MCCAITIN: Ihis is my grandrother's

grave, Della Smith. lttis is my aunt's graver

Julia SmiEh. You can see Ju1ia Smith looks líke
iE's grazed a líttle biE.

Nor¡¡ on the day that rny mother died,
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which wae March 29!h, 20!6, L sent my

brother-in-1av, out to the ceÍEtery to find out if
her plot was avail"able. She purchased three
plots in the Garden of Peace in Iot 30. Ãnd so

tr^¡o of those are taken, but sonebody was in my

mrther's plot. Ãnd I couldn't -- I couldn't bury

her out there, so we had to bury my nother

soneplace else.
Itris is -- so Plot 3 and 4 -- three is

Julia Smith. PIot 4 is De1la smith. And ÍIy

nrcther should have been j¡ PloL 2, but I think
soÍEbody is in there. Is that correct?

MR. MoORE: Yes. Yes, maram.

lvLS. MCtÀlitrN: Okay. Ànd he said at the

t,irE vrhen -- we nì¿ry be able to fit her in, but
you'd have to get a court order, et cetera,
et cetera, so I don't know what happened with
that, but I do have the deede. I have them even

with ne to Lhe other plots. Ànd so I would have

been upseE if I buried my rcther out there and I
wouldn't have been able !o see her along wiÈh my

granùnother and my aunE, 60 iL's good that. we did
take her soneplace e1se. But we donrt -- $re

don't wanE our family to be forgotten about.

67
1 That's the nain thjng.
2 so each person tells a story. Änd this
3 is my grandnnther, DeUa slnith. She -- this is
4 her and this is my grandfather. She used to work

5 cleaning houses a¡d -- unEil she, you know --
6 untí1 she could end up buying her on¡n land. So

7 she saved, and after years and years of t¡orking

8 cleaning houses, she bought 30 acres of land near

9 ,Jackson, Tennessee. ghe v¡ent in there, people

10 say, with all one doIlar bills to buy the laad.

l.L And my gnandfather is buried on that
t2 land. Vte have a private ceûetery there now. so

L3 if nothing e1se, we Ìvant. to take my aunt Julia
L4 and my grandr¡cther and put them on that land.

15 she had two daughters EhaE she senL to
L6 college. She taught ne how to pluck a chícken

I7 and to kill a snake, but that's not all that she

1"8 taught re in this life. That's -- thaE's not the

19 only thing thaE she taught me in this life. You

20 knour, she taught me how to save and do the things

2L that you need to do in your life to suwive.
22 TI{E CþURT: I laugh about the snake. W
23 dad tried to get me to deal with them, but I just
24 turn ard rtm the other way, so. v{ow. Okay.
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1 MS. MCCÀlilN: So initially, the very

2 least that I knovr that Itm asking for in my

3 fanrily is to be able Lo visit -- !o visit them.

4 rhey have -- the ceretery's been closed for five
5 years,

6 l}IE COURT: Yes.

? MS. MCCÃl{tN: Five years. I feel like
I the State of Tennessee failed us in a couple

9 r¡rays. I feel like if nothing e1se, the law needs

10 to be possÍbly amended so that therers stricter
11 regulaEions.

t2 TIIE CþllRT: And Iet me speak to that
13 because Lhat's hthat people always say, we need

14 nr¡re laws. But in Lhat book -- in that book, we

15 have plenty of Iaw. ThaÈ's not the problem.

16 We've got, the lar,¡. ILre 1aw is on the books a¡d

I7 it is there and if it's enforced, it's good. flte
18 problem is the Stale of Tennessee does not have

19 Ehe r¡þney or has noE devoted iE to this.
20 MS. MCCAI.IN: I uould saY --
2I TIIE COURT: So what. happened -- so what

22 happens is like any regulatiør. It's like day

23 car€ regulation, it's like anything.
24 l¿lS. MCCÀltlN: Right.

69
THE CþURT: I'lhat happens is,

everlrthiing's going along, you ca¡'L keep track of
every single one because you don'E have the

resources and so it's the problem ones when they

bubble up thaL geÈ lhe attention. You knov, I
mean, you see with day care licensing. I do that
as vreIl. Ãnd what ha¡pens is, lher.e are pler¡ty

of day cares thal are out of conpliance, but
until scnreEhj.ng happens bad, there isn'E enough

resource in the state to keep up l¡riÈh every

single day care, and that's how the cenreterieg

are, the san3 htay.

MS. MCCÀlilN: I r¡nderstand.

TttE COIJRT: Ànd so we¡ve got the lav, on

the books. If you -- the thing Ehat's needed is
nþre nÍrey on it, nr¡re regources, so EhaE people

can nrcnitor the cemeteries.' And this situation
is a good exanple of that. Às I've tried to 8ay,

by the time the stabe got in there, the situation
where.someone had been buried in your rctherrs
p1ot, they were borrowing from Peter to pay Paul.

Itrey needed the nrrrney and so they ltere puttj.ng
people in plots, Ttrey had over sold plots. Ttey

vrerenrt organized. Ihey didn't keep records of

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I
9

r.0

11

L2

r-3

T4

15

16

L7

18

r.9

20

2'J.

22

23

24

Proceedings - April 23,2019

Alpha Reporting Gorporation



Proceedings - April 23,2019

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

t2
13

L4

15

16

t7
18

79

20

2L

22

23

24

70
it. Ànd )¡ou know, it got alread of them. Tt got

ahead of them and it got. out of hand. And whe¡t

it did, it jusE went dov¡n fast. And by Ehe Lime

the state got ín there -- and there's always

resistance Lo the state coming in. That's the

olher problem. lfhen, you know, they have to coûìe

and get a courE order, they have to have evidence

Eo show they can cone in a¡rd see. Ttte

secretarl¡ -- the ceretery people are suspicious

of that.
So tr understand the -- it's easy to

poiJrt Ehe finger aE the state and say, t¡rtly

havenrt you done sonething? But the law is on

the books. Ãnd if the nnney is given for the

regnrlatory resource, then it can be done, but

Ehey've only got so ¡nany people. And' you lmow,

it's easy -- i!'s easy to hide frcxn the state
when you are nrnring a cemeEery.

MS. MCCÀlilN: Right. I understand' I
jusL -- I kno\¡r, that the law is on lhe books. Trm

just wondering if we can revisiL the law or amend

the Iaw because this -- this happened, it rlas

very -- it was egrregious' this is not the

reason, Irm sure, Ehe State of Ten¡xessee hrants !o

71

be in Time magazine, buÈ this is -- but there we

are in the TiÍE magazine for lhe Íþst egregious

action that's ever happened. Of course, in the

ceÍEtery in Ctricago, Èhat -- Fair Oak CeÍretery,

the lady is serving tÍme right now in jai1.
IltE CþIIRT: Ye8. l¡e've actually -- in a

ceÍEtery Ehat I bandled in Tennessee, the DA

charged and convícted a u¡oûEm. That was

Ms. Ringley, Vickíe RingleY.

MR. M@RE: That was Me. ningleY in
Rogersville, Terìnessee. 'Jemar Iaúbert wa6

indicted by a grand jury here in Shelby Cornty,

and the district attorney accepted an Alford
pIea, and he is senring a 10-year probation

sentence. So there was a criminal case that came

out of this, but that is -- that was the plea

agreemen! a¡swered þ the district attorney here

in shelby county:

MS. MCCÀlilN: And that's --
ITIE CþIJRT: Ànd what we don't have

noney, what we do is the only thing we've got is
punishnent. Änd in these cenetery cases, peo¡rIe

like Ms. Ringley vtent to jail. ltrcre uas a¡
indictnent here and a plea, so.
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L MS. MCCAIiIN: So thatrs even nf,re

2 egregious that. Mr. Lambert got 10 yearE

3 probation. I think lhat pours salt on the wor:nd,

4 but --
5 ITIE COIIRT: And I can just say' that's a

6 local thing.
7 MS. MCCAIiIN: I understand.

I THE CþIIRT: Ttlat doesnrt have anything

9 to do with the State of Tennessee. Thatrs a

10 local thing.
11 MS. MCCAIiIN: I understand.

12 TIIE C0Ì]RT: And as a matter of fact,
L3 Mr. Moore provided -- the receiver here, he

14 prorrided all this information, everyEhing that
15 r,re¡re telling you the local authorities knew

16 about. So lrm going to put that aside because

!7 that's -- but the Stale of Temessee is the

18 regrulatory.
19 MS. MCCÀlilN: I have a follow-up on that,
20 though. I rmderstand that according to Amy

21 !{eirich, the district attorney at the time,

22 Mr, Lambert wa¡ts to cooperate with the

23 receivership. Has any of that cooperaLion

24 occuffed?

73
' MR. MOORE: Your Honor --

TIIE CþIIRT: Yes. I will answer that.
Mr. LaÍrbert was not -- I would say he was not in
a very good position !o cþoperate because Ehey

had not kept Ehe records and done what Ehey $¡ere

supposed to in the ceretery. And it made it
very, very difficulL for the receiver to try to
put it Eogether. Ãnd so I Ifx3an, Nlr. liloore, I
would say he was not particularly helpful vtould

be my answer.

MR. M@RE: He saÈ for an interview with
his counsel as a par! of thaL plea dea1, and he

explained a little bit about their rEthod and

npde of operation at the ce[ìetery. Ãnd I think
that leas the extent of iE, Your Hor¡or.

TIIE CoURT: But I can tell You --
l"lS. MCCAIiIN: That was a condition of his

probation to get probation lhat he --
IIIE CoIIRT: Yes.

MS. MCCålilN: -- cooperate --
llIE CoIJRT: And yes. And that is

sonething that locaIIy if you want to do

something, thât's sc[Ilething local that you can

take up. But in terms of the regulation that's
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1 been done here, Ì,1r. l"loore got thaE information

2 and it was not very helPful.
3 The elder Mr. Lanbert, ran the cemetery,

4 and then when the younger ones took over, it was

5 noE Ehe same operat,ion'and they dj.d noE run iÈ as

6 they were stpposed to. And they used ml1tiple
7 shan co4)oratiottst, so...
I MS. MCCÃlrlN: vÍell, so that ItaE the

9 extent of my concern is that ¡4r. La¡nbert be

10 invoLved in assisting in trying to fÍnd -- either
11 find a body or --
\2 fHE COIJRT: l4r. Ianbert could not find a

L3 body. Mr. Lambert has put so many peopì-e in
14 plots and gone against what is custornary and

15 required by the 1aw. Mr. IaÍìbert is of no he1p.

16 fhal's why they had to spend $200,000 out of the

I7 ceretery to bring in equipment to go along the

18 grround and probe it to fínd ouL r'¡here people are

19 located because l4r. LamberE was so -- mismarnged

20 the situation.
27 MS. MCCålilN: lrlell, does the state make a

22 recon¡nendation back to the districE attorney?

23 fHE CþIIRT: No. That is a local -- that
24 is a local decision. And the district attorney

'75
is conpletely in charge of the punishnent and the

crinrinal aspect of iE.
MS. MCCAI'IN: But how does she know if

he's not fully cooperated during --
fHE COIJRT: Tlrey are su¡posed to -- they

are sr4posed to follow up on conditions,
probation. He has a probation officer, and

they're supposed to fo11ot up on it. So that --
if you have an avenue you htant to go dot^n, that
would be Ehat way.

MS. MCCAIiIN: okay. Noht if I could get

with Mr. Moore afterwards because I know Ehat the
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TIIE COIJRT: You can get -- you ca¡ get

with !lr. Moore. 1.1r. Moore doesnrt have anyEhing

to do with the class action because he's with the

State of Tennessee. Mr. Irtanis --
MS. MCCAI,IN: I have a questicn, but let

me just finish my second part.
lflE CþIJRT: okay.

MS. MCCAIiIN: The class action was only
for peq>Ie thaE were buried betr¡reen 2011 and

2014. Ãnd my rnother dj.ed in 2016 and sonebody

was in her ploL. So I would possibly be affected
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if thêt person that hlas in her plot was buried

there beLweer¡ that time frane, I don't know. But

I need to find out from I\4r. lvloore.

IfiE CÐURT: ljlr. Moore is not handling

that because thaErs not the state of Tennessee.

That was a private lawsuit that was filed þ
Mr. Manis, and it's a local Shelby CounEy

lawsuit. Änd so it's Attorney Manis. Is it
M-A-N-N.T-S?

MR. MOORE: I believe we can --
fHE C0ûRT: I{e can give You that

information if you want Eo get in touch vtith
them. But that's a separate lawsuit.

MS. MCCAIitrN: Right.
TT{E COIJRT: What this is about is the

cerEtery, the pþsicaI cemetery and Ehe staEe

maintai-ning it and doing the properEy. Ihe class

action is a separate lawsuit that was filed.
MS. MCCAIiIN: Okay, Now this is the last

thing I rrant -- I wanted to say about the State

of Tennessee and inspection. I notice that
Sigrature Funeral Hcme ï¡as recently in the paper

and iE was fined $7,000 for penalties that Lhey

had, so, you know, there are some bad operate --

77
1 I1IE CQIJRT: And that's a funeral home.

2 MS. MCCålilN: Right.
3 TTIE CþURT: It's different, but therers

4 different regnrlations. A funeral home is
5 regulated separaLely from cereteries. It deperìds

6 on, ]¡ou knoi¡t, interring, putting the bodies in,
7 but then Lhe firneral part of it can be separabe

8 because you ûlay be talking about a service and

9 all of Ehe things that go with that, the casket,

10 the burial and all that, so it can be a separate

11 regulacion. I don't know if Ehey have a cemetery

t2 or what, buE know that that's kind of separate

13 sewices.
14 MS. MCCålitrN: Okay. So chat was -- that
L5 was -- that vras pretty Íuch the extent of Íty
16 concerns. I wanted to make sure that there was

L7 visitation. I vranted to maj(e sure that if the

18 ceretery closed that I have the ability to inter
19 Íry grandÍþther and my aunt Julia. And if -- you

20 kno¡¡, if 14re can't -- if we can't visit and the

2l ceÍEtery is going !o close because that r¡¡as one

22 of my -- that hra6 one of the request.s of rny

23 Íþther's, you lo:ow, death bed thât \4re take --
24 that I take care of it. And I told her I would,
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1 and T wil1.
2 IIIE CoURT: And You are.

3 MS. MCCAIiIN: Thank you for your !ime.

4 ïtE COURT: Thank you. Johnxi Morro$r?

5 MR. BARBER: C'ood afternoon, eveqlone.

6 TIIE CþIIRT: Good afternoon.

7 MR. BARBR: I'm not Johnní Morrolv. Itm

8 her son. I'm speaking on behalf of her.

9 TIIE CoIIRT: Ànd what is Your nane?

10 MR. BARBER: ¡4y naÍìe is 'Johnrry Barber.

11 It{E COURT: Thank }ðu.
12 MR. BARBER: It is mY rcÈher. ftte

13 question I have -- I have listened to everyoners

14 corplaints, And my question is: she has bought

15 five plots, so Lhere's no longer -- in other

16 v¡ords, she ca.nnot use these plots' right?
I7 II{E COURI: !fe11, and that -- that iÊ

18 what -- I vJould say Ehat¡s probably going to þ
19 the outcome of the caae, Yes.

20 MR. BARBR: So Ín other words, the

21 rþney she put in --
22 TllE CÐIJRT: Yes.

23 MR. BARBER: -- hard mtney she $,orked

24 for, it's all gone,

1 II{E @IJRT: Yes. Yes.

2 MR. EARBER: So when I get back Èo tell
3 her all this, I know it's going to hurt her.

4 fHE CþIJRT: Yes.

5 MR. BARBER: The nrcney she put in, all
6 this hard labor vtork she done, paid these

7 people --

79

TIIE CÐURT: Yes.

MR. EARBER: -- is all gone?

TllE CoIJRT: Yes. Ànd the only thlng
that I can say to that is -- and I mean, it's not

ûruch ccrnfort, is Ì¿tr. Lambert. was indicEed,

convicEed and is serving probation, so lherers

been --
SHERIFF'S DEPUIY: No talking.
TIIE COIJRT¡ ThaE was a local decision

and the state ütas not involved in that. But he

has -- you lctow, was indicted. Ànd then the

oEher thing, ÍIy job is to make the cenetery rake

sure that. what's inside there is protected and

maintai¡ed and part of that is the sanctity of
the place. And because we have multiple bodies'
you know, lhat's the issue abou! putting people

in or taking people ouE at this point because we
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1 don't have good records. And so r¡nder the law of
2 Tennessee, there are certain, I giuess, standards

3 that have to be upheld and sanctily Èhat has to
4 be adhered to. And so thatrs wlry we're havíng

5 the hearing.
6 MR. BARBER: So i¡ other words -- and

7 I've got to conìe up qtíth a pJ.an of anything

I happerì to her all over again, Èhe Íþneyrs gor¡e.

9 TI{E C0IIRT: Yes. Yes.

10 MR. BARBER: All right. Ihank You.

11 THE COIJRT: Yes. All right. Letra see.

12 Ms. Peters, we already had her farnily speak.

13 ,Juanita Phi1liPs.
14 MS. PHILLIPS: Good afternoon'

15 IHE CoURT¡ Good afternoon.

16 MS. PHILLIPS: Hi. My name is iluanita

!7 Phillips. And ÍV husband died in November

18 the 1st, and I buried him November the 10th at
19 Galilee. I v¡asn'! -- since his burial, I went

20 into -- excuse IIE --
21 fTiE C0URT: What Year was that?

22 MS. PHILLIPS: fhat \'¡as 2012.

23 TIIE C0IJRT: 20L2.

24 !lS. PHILLIPS: Yes.

81

ÏTIE CoIJRT: Okay.

MS. PHILLIPS: I rdasn't able to go visit
him. I Í¡ent !o mild depression. I never visit
the ceÍEtery. And bV the Lime I goÈ myself

together, al1 thís broke ouÈ, so I never been to
see his grave. So I called the receiver and

asked them. I didrÌ't even get a deed because I
couldn't -- I $ras just out of iE.

TIIE CþIJRT: Right'
l{S. PHILLIPS: so I calIed the receiver

and asked him, do they know where he's buried?

And they said, weIl, he's buried in this part'
buÈ we can'! definitely specify where he's at,
buE we know the area. so m!¡ concern is T would

not like -- I would just like Ehis lady that had

her husband dÍed want the wa1l buiIt, thatrs a

good idea. But if you just can go keep it open'

I could just go visit. So I would not like for
GalíIee to be closed. So Íf I could just -- if I
could sEand up -- stand in area, it would be good

for my soul, my peace. So that's all I got to
say.

TIIE C0IJRT: OkaY.

MS, PHILLIPS: Thank You.
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1 TIIE COIJRT: Ihank you. fhar¡k you,

2 Ms. Phillips.
3 All right. Carol- -- Carol Price?

4 MS. PRICE: Good afEernoon.

5 TIIE CþURT: Good afternoon.

6 MS. PRICE: ¡,fy name is Carol Price. Ànd

7 I would just like Eo say that rny question has

I already been answered, I had five plots and my

9 ß)lher-in-law ís coning 14) on 84 years old and

10 she r{on't be able to get her noney back. Irm

11 here Lo represenÈ her.
L2 !]IE CþIIRT: What is her name?

13 MS. PRICE: Dorothy Price.
14 ITIE COURT: Dorothy Price, okay. Do you

15 know where her plots were?

16 MS. PRICE: ft's in the Devotion.

17 TI{E C0IJRT: Pardon me?

18 MS. PRICE: lt was in the area of
19 Devotiqì, called Devotion.

20 TIIE CoURT: OkaY. Yeah. OkaY.

2l MS. PRICE: And --
22 TIIE COIJRT: Is there anyone buried

23 there?

24 MS. PRI(E: No.
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L THE COIJRT: No, okay. And do you knoÍ¡

2 how long she had thern?

3 MS. PRICE: We boughÈ them i¡ 2012.

4 IIIE COIJRT: 2O!2, okay' AIl ríght. And

5 so you're concerned because )þu've got to have

6 arrangeÍents for her.
7 Ms. PRICE: Yes.

8 TIIE COURT: Okay. Does she kno$, rrhat's

9 going dl with Ehe cenetery? Is she aware?

10 MÉi. PRICE: She knows.

11 TIIE C0IJRT: OkaY.

12 MS. PRICE: she $¡asn't able to make it
13 here.
14 IIIE COIIRT: Yeah. We1l, Lhis is just a

15 hearing today and I will not nrake any decisions.

16 And cben after Ehe hearing, I will have to get

17 informat,ion from lhe receiver, but you will then

18 hear fro¡n lhe Court, But you've heard what's

19 likety to happen. So I just -- I wish you the

20 best in giving her that word. But it hadn't been

2L decided yet, but iE's likely that that's what's

22 going to happen.

23 Is Ehere anything that you htanted to
24 tell ÍE? Anything else? Do you have other
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1 people buried in Galilee or is it just these fíve
2 plots that she was hoping to be able to use?

3 MS. PRICE: I have relatives, but I was

4 ûþre concerned about. --
5 TTIE CoURT: About her situatíon?
6 MS. PRICE: Yes.

7 rT{E COIIRT: Okay. All right. Thank you

8 very nnrch.

9 Ãbdul Rashad?

10 MR. RASIIAD: C'ood afternoon, everyone.

11 fHE CoIIRT: Good afternoon.
12 MR, RASIIAD: How are You doing,

13 Chancellor?
14 THE CþURT: Well, it's been an

15 afternoon, so.

16 MR. RASIIAD: Yes, I kno$¡ it had. And I
L7 was about Lo get this made because I heard

18 everybody else's questions and goL the ansv'rers.

19 Ànd, but you know, I definitely had to be here

20 because this is the first tiÍE I goL a chance to
2l core and speak on behalf of my rNcther and my

22 sister because rv sisEer first got buried at
23 Ga1ilee in March 2009. And a npnth later' my

24 mcther passed and I had to bury her there also in
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April of 2009. So we bought a plot there and

buried boEh of them side by side. Änd during
that time, my wife wErs on dialysis and so a few

days ouE of the Ì¡reek, you know, I had to take her

to dialyEis, but the dialysis building was right
out there by Galilee in Gennantolrnr. Ãnd I did
get a chance Eo go, ]¡ou know, to visit during'
you knolv, those yearÉ. But during the time when

the different calamicy going on, no one could,

you knovr, go and find the family's grave.

Because I had a marker there for my sister and

rs¡ther, boLh of them are buried side by side.
And during the firneral when, you lmow,

we buried Íry fiþther, one of my cousins from

Cleveland, she Look a picture, you knol, all of
us standÍng there by the grave' so I had, you

know, a picture of all of that, ^And during that
particular time, I think Mr. David Cosar was the

receivership. I think he's the eccnomist nov¡.

And r¡¡e were concerned. I senE infonnation to
Nashville to him abouE Eh:is because they
requested me to send information in that I had

about, you know, how I paid for the plots and

everythjing. So I dÍd a certified letter, sent ûty
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picture and everyLhíng in Lo him and they got

back with me during 2009 and '10. And so Irm
just here on -- speaking on behalf because I know

everybody that's here' were concerned and are

concerned about Lheir famíl-ies, they can't visit
them and, you know, there's no fiEnÞries. Irm a

veteran, so the Air Force -- and plus my wife and

I know about the -- you know, the unloror,tn soldier
the wall and all that, Ehatrs very erçensive.

And the staLe is sal¿ing they don'E have any

rcney. I heard the woman speak of maybe llou
could do that, you lstow, but you're saying you

don'E have no nþney, so that's calling for sone

more volurtary, you know, thi¡gs Ehat -- it's
just mancry we have of our family. Ànd we canrt

go ouE to the cemeLery and visit and see them and

you know, pay our respects. Änd eve¡¡ so,

Mr. LaÍìberb didn't keep his records like he

su¡posed to and the stale requesbed certain
thilgs fron cemeteries aIso, right?

I1IE CoURT: Yes.

MR. RASI{AD: And he didn't do his part,
so Irm not faulting the state, but sottæbody had

Eheir elfeÊ on him during that time. And he

87
I shouldn't have gobten away with that all of those

2 years.
3 TIIE CþIJRT: And leE me anshter that
4 because thaÈ keeps coming up. Änd I'm deLermined

5 when I get back to Nashville that lrm going to
6 plot out exactly the timeline of how Lhis

? happened because pecple in this room are thinking
I that i! was the state that dropped Ehe ba]l.
9 MR. RASIIAD: Yes. He dropped the ball'
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TIIE COIIRT: But let me just ansÍter Ehat

because the limeline will shov¡ you that it was a

repuLable cemetery, no one had any reason to
suspecE and then when he dropped the ball or
his -- it. wasn't just him. I nean, there were

other people involved in it, and he would seE up

these corporations so he could hide what he was

doing.
MR. RASHAD: Yeah.

IHE COIIRT: It's a fraud. It's r.rhere

you hide what you're doing so you make it --
people unable to detect $¡hat it is.

MR. RÄSIIAD: Yes.

THE CþIIRT: And that's how he got away

88
$¡ith it.

MR. RASHAD: OkaY.

TIIE COURT: But, that doesn'! make

anþody feel any betler. I nean, it's a horrible
situation and therers, you know, it is what it
is.

MR. RASIIAD: Yes. Ãnd ûìaY I say this?
1IIE CþIJRT: Yes, sir.
MR. RAÍ¡IIAD: Because everlone spoke of

his father that did keep his records.
lHE CþURT: JeÊse lanbert, yes.

MR. RASI{AD: And Plus, it's soûE Íþre
court docunenbs showing Ehat. they were, you know,

requesEing this frcm lhe son, you know.

IHE COURT: Yes.

MR. RAÍ|HAD: And Plus --
rHE COI]RT: YES.

MR. RASHAD: -- it's docr¡nenEed.

THE CþURT: I can LeII You from the

hearings tha! I've conducEed, what happened was

when the younger Larfìberts took it over, they

roould use either -- I'm trying to rem'¡ber if it
trras a corporation or a parEnership that Ehey had

about four or five. .And so what they r^þuld do is
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they would file documents under that narne and

then they would use a¡other nanrg and then use

another name. And so il was like a she11 gane

where they could just keep it going because they

were using new names. For us to go through and

figrure out what they had done was very difficult.
So it was a fraud that they vtere --

MR. RASHAD: But don't You know, that
should have drawed sone kind of suspicion of --

THE CþllRT: Yes. It should. But here's

the other side of it, you've got this legitimate
ceûetery that's been going on for years and the

kids take it over, it's pretty hard to cone into
court and say, lrou know, there's something funny

going on ou! there. I rEan, it. sounds easy,

hindsight is 20/20. But, you know, Irm going to
go through that chronology.

Tlre other lhing, too, I mean, we all
hear iL in our co¡nnunities now, but it's like
saying, you know, when we say we don'È have

enough resources, the state can't be, you lctow,

bearing dor.,¡n on every person on every business.

MR. RASIIAD: Yes.

TIIE COIJRT: And they can only -- where
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1 they find a fire, they go and put it out, but
2 until there's srnoke, you knovü, lhey don't laxol¡t.

3 Arrd that's what he did, He was good about

4 keeping the fraud so nobody could bel1.

5 But I will say this. From everything
6 thatts gone on here today, I mean, Irm always

7 Íþ!Ívated in my job to try to come up with what I
8 can do, but I'm very nrctivated here because I am

9 of an age where, you lcrow, Iìve lost parents and

10 go to ceÍFtery and all that kind of thing.
11 MR, RÀSHAD: Yes.

L2 lIlE COURT: So iÈ's a bad situation.
13 What can be done will be done, so any,vay.

L4 Irlhat -- so Lell ne, what else?

15 MR. RAfiItrAD: I{i11, I can think of
16 everything been said up here, so all I can say

Il I'm just going to say a prayer for the matter and

18 c'od will ccr¡E up with the solution. Because it's
19 so rnany things goilg on now, you know, and we

20 questioned a lot of things, but, He knoü, the

2l answer. so Irm going to leave it in His hands

22 because I dÍd my -- you lctow, my best and I did
23 Íþst of all of the investÍgation I could. You

24 lc:ovr, Irm doÍng Ehis for my nother and ÍV sister

9l
1 because I know she r¡ould have done Ehe sane thing
2 for rûe. Ànd I'm still not satisfÍed with the out

3 back here because I can'L go and visit her grave

4 and look at it --
5 TIIE C0tlRT: Yes. No.

6 MR. RÂSHAD: -- and pay my respects or
? noÈhing. And it's not right, but )rou lqrow a loE

8 of things not. right, but then God know the

9 ansr.rer. So like I say, I'm leaving it in His

10 hands. I appreciate my time, you allowing me of
11 to come in and speak.

12 rI{E CoIJRT: Ànd I appreciate the

comrcnts.

MR. RÀSIIAD: Okay. Ãnd could I leave

this with Mr. Moore?

TIIE CoURT: Mr. Moore, yes, sir,
All right. Elrerie Rossen? Rossen?

R-O-S-S -- yes, ma'am. I probably pronounced iE
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MS. ROSSEN: Elneríe.
TTIE CÐIIRT: Elnerie, yes.

MS. ROSSEN: Chancellor Lyle, Elteríe
Rosser¡. Irm here today to ask, please don't
close it. ¡{y mother is there. ù'Îy Evro brothers

92
1 is Ehere. And before all this came up, I had two

2 headstones made for ¡rV rþther and rty brother' I
3 talked to l4r. Moore about it. Ãnd I have them to
4 be put down. And I'm just asking, please leave

5 it open for us to go in -- at feast it wílI give

6 rE peace of mind, just to larolv I can put go there
7 and put a flower on their grave and go visit.
I Ãnd I lanow you say that, you lorow, if you decide

9 tq keep iE open, you'll have special days. But

10 you knovr, I'1,1 open lhe gate, I'11 npw the laun,

11 lrhatever it take, vthaÈever it take.
12 TIIE COURT: Watch out. We're looking --
13 we're looking for people. I've got a note on

L4 this, so...
15 IvlS. ROSSEN: I wiIl. I'11 roll my

L6 sleeve up, I wi11. ûlhaEever it take to keep iE

L7 open, because I would love to go visit them and

18 be able to ¡>r¡t their headstone down and just be

19 able to go i.n there.
20 But now I was tÌ::lnking, too, that like
2L they were sayÍng, you knovr, it probably wouldn't
22 be bad just to feave the gate open and just let
23 us go in, you know, just whenever, you know.

24 I'11 open the gaLe, like I said, you lcrow.
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Whatever it takes, I'm willing to do.

So I'm here today to say please, don't
close it, let us go visit.

fHE CþIJRT: And tell me how many people

do you have buried fui the ceÍ€tery?
MS, ROSSBiI: I have my m)ther and two

brothers. lfy first brother that passed away, he

has a headstone, so r know exactly where it is.
And Irve been speaking Mr. Moore. Ãnd I htent on

and had rÍy Íþther and oEher brother's headstone

Íìade to be put dor.n before we knew LhaL the state
had Laken it over, so I'tn jusE -- just holding on

to find out what, you knorr, can I put them doun.

TIIE CÐIJRT: So you do have the

headstones?

I"fS. ROSSfrit: Yes, maram. Like we just
like to go visit, please.

And you would like to putl}IE COIJRT:

those down --
MSi. ROSSEN:

TTIE COI]RT:

MS. ROSSEN:

TIIE CþURT:

MS. ROSSBiI:

Yes, ma'am.

-- if thãt happens --
Okay.

-- if we know who's there?
DonrÈ forget, I'11 Íþw the
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Iaun.

Î1IE CþIIRT: OkaY. All right. OkaY.

Roosevelt and Delores Su[rners.

MR. SIJMMERS: !{e are DeLores and

Roosevelt SwÍners. Ãnd my guestion, I've aIÍþst
gotten alL ttre ansq¡ers. But September '01, I
buried my only son out there and we bought four
oEher pIoÈs. But if the yard is going to close,

I had.Tesse to make me a special narker, I would

tike to have tha! marker since I'm noE going to
geE anythÍng else.

TTIE CoIIRT: You t/'rant bhe marker?

MR. SIJMMRS: Correct.
TIIE COIJRT: And is the narker, does it

have your sonrs name on it or the family name?

MR. SUlvßlERS: He's sketched on there.

too.
IltE C0IJRT: He sketched on there'
MR. SIJMMERS: Yeah. His nane on there'

date of birth, picture.
TIIE CoIJRT: Do ]¡ou know where it is?

MR. SIJMMERS: ltinity Garden.

ITIE CoURT: OkaY. So You know -- You

can find iÈ?
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I\m.'. SU¡tO,m,S, Yeah. He's in TriniEY

Garden.

fHE CþURT: So you don't to disinter,
but you want the headstone?

MR. SUMMRS: Correcf.
TI{E COURT: All right. ÃnyEhing else?

Irm sorrl¡ for lour loss of your scûr. Irm sorry.

MS. SUMMffi.S: Vlell, my sister is ot¡t

there, but she got Lnrried ín 2012' Ànd right
after thaÈ, all of this problem occurred and then

she had no headstone. so I think she's in
Trinity aIso, BuE she didn't have a headsEone,

which was llargie Pruitt.
TIIE @URT: okay.

MS. SUMMERS: ftlat's it.
TltE CoIJRT: All right. Ttnnk You'
MS. SUMMER^S: All right.
TIIE C0URT: Ttnnk You both.
MS. SUMMERS: All righL.
THE C0IJRT: Bi1lY Vfalker?

MR. l{AtKER: How are }¡ou, Your Honor?

I'm Bi1ly l{alker, senior, Ând I've lisbened to
all the things that have been said. l{ha! I'm
about to say I r,rould like to coincÍde wiEh what
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the olher people are saying: Do not close it.
Let us have the right. Eo visit. And the reason I
say that, I've been i¡r and out of that cemetery

since 195?. It vrae under the leadership --
or'mersluip of .Tulius Louis, then it went over to
the Smiths, then the La¡nberts. Irm a former

fr¡neral director. I'm reEired novt. But nþst of
these people probably in here, I might have

buried a lot of their loved ones, buL I got out

before lhis started,
so I have seven of mY relaLives,

siblings and all buried in there and I still have

four plots there ÍIyself. So if Ehere's anything

because I've been able -- like I said, I've been

ãb1e Eo go in and ou! of there to visit since

1957. Änd this will be a big let-down not for
me, but for all lhe people that are represented

here today.
THE CþIJRT: WhaE. about restricted hours?

TeIl me what yrour thinking Ís about that.
MR. WALKER.: I t¡ou1d say no. Because

like I say -- well, I mean, restricted hours like
if it's like the Veterans cerEtery, tLleir gates

are open until dark.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

L1

12

13

T4

15

16

t7
18

19

20

2L

22

23

24

97
1 fT{E COIJRT: Yeah. I v¡as thínking Ehat

2 $rasn't a good day to describe it because Íþst
3 cerEteries close at dark.
4 MR. !ÍALKER: Right. tlh-huh.

5 fHE CÐIJRT: But I Íeant restrícted days.

6 MR. WALKER: No, I r'¡ouldntt say --
7 TI{E COURT: WhaE Ís your inpression of

I that?
MR. WAII(ER: Now towards that, like they

said, a 1ot -- Íþst of the fam:j-lies here have

siblíngs arrd loved ones that live out -- out of
tov/rl, canrL get here on Ehose days. So I would

suggest it r¡ould be sonething like -- I would use

the Veterans celrctery as one. ÏLrs open every

day.

rtIE CþIJRT: And see, they have the

resources to make thab happen. l\lhat -- do you

have any concerr¡s about va¡dalism or, ]¡ou )mow --
this witl be a cemetery that v¡on't have -- it
hron't be operaling, it won't be operable, people

won't be aror.rnd. And you know, since you're in
the industry vrhat that means. Ib can just then

be a target for --
MR. I{ALIiER: Like the lady said, if you
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can have aonEone to open the gaLe at certair
hours and close it at certain hours. Ihat's it.
Because -- and for tte, working in that business,

I've seen Èimes where they didn't close Ehe gaÈe

and they -- there are som3 vandalism goes on. As

a matEer of fac!, you'Il probably lcrow this one,

Ehe Rose Hill cemetery case.

MR. M@RE: Ãbso1uL,ely.

MR. I{ALKER: SoÍ€one -- aa a matter of
facL, I was on the seruice. ¡{e got there to bury

this body on that Saturday a¡d we couldn't bury

it because they just for¡nd tr¡o people murdered in
the bottom of lhe grave. So that'8 when I say,

need to have sofieone --
TTIE CÐURT: Yeah. That's the kind of

rnischief, you know, vJhere $re're worried about.

MR. V{ALIGR: Bu! see, that cemetery did
not have a gaLe or anything; you jusE walked in.
so I'm just saying if you can just --

TTIE CÐURT: ANd fIþSE CENEEETiES -- I
don't )o:row about Ehis one, but Írcst of them have

the limited access and then Ehe r.oads and stuff
are limited. And Íf you had somebody, you know,

when people -- when iE was being operated and

99
1 sofiEone on site, you could keep track because

2 there's only so Ílany ways you can get in, so.

3 But don'! close it is what yourre saying.

4 MR. WAI¡IGR.: Itlat's right.
5 IIIE COIJRT: In leñns of restricted
6 hours, you're concerned about that?
7 MR. WALKER: Right.
I T1IE COURT: Any -- anYthing else,

9 Mr. !{alker?

10 ITIE IVIII{ESS: No. tha! wot¡ld be it,
11 four Hd¡or. À11 I cari juet eay is, pleage do not

L2 close it.
13 THE COURT: fhãnk you. Thånk )ðu very

14 much.

15 AlI right. Yes. lvtyesha Beech? Good

16 afternoon.
I7 MSi, BEECH: Good afternoon. tly name is
18 lityesha Beech. ¡4y rcther was buried in Galilee

19 February 28L}1, 2009, I Î¡ras a freshma¡ in
20 college. v'Ie have not been able t'o go see her

21 grave sínce, 10 years. I'm the oldest of my

22 npm's kids. It's eight of us. we don't knor¡,

23 where she's buried. flre only thing we know is in
24 Paradise. She did not have a marker or anything.

100
I'm just afraid if someone is buried on ¡op of rly
rnna because I ngan, lve never have bee¡r out

there. Even when I -- sar^t my papenrork,

everyLhing I had, we have nothing. None. Even

if you gruys open it, keep it open, we don't knovr

where she at. I don¡t see a point.
fÍ{E CQIJRT: Did you have -- You had

papemork lhat b,as a deed?

MS. BEECH: Ye8.

rHE COURT: Okay.

MS. BEECH: I sent all- that in.
T!{E CþIJRT: All right. So Mr. Moore has

that and if he has tapped it into, r4re can look a!
thaE part of it. But we know it's in Paradise'

MS. BEECH: Right.
IIiE C0IIRT: Okay, Ànd You want the

cenEteÌy --
MS. BEÉ!H: I just -- I donrt knovt. I

jusL think noEhing. I don't lmow. I jusE vrant

to find out wher€ she was at, I guess basically
find where she's buried at.

TIIE COURT: So what you're telling the

Court is you would like to see if we have

information on lhe location?
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1 MS. BEEGI: Right.
2 TIIE CþIIRT: And then in terms of
3 visitation, you wÍl1 be someone that would take

4 advantage of that --
5 MS. BEEEH: Yes.

6 TIIE COIIRT: -- if we have visitation.
7 MS. BEECH: Yes.

I T1IE CþtlRT: Okay. Anything else?

9 MS. BEECH: Yeah. ¡4y rþm has eíght
10 kids. We all still living. We just rra¡t to lolow

11 where she's buried at. fhatrs it.
L2 TI{E COIJRT: Änd how m¿my years ago was

13 that? 10 years?

14 MS. BEECH: 2009.

15 IIIE CþURT: 2009.

16 MS. BEECH: fhaL is when she got buried,

I7 2009. Vüe have not been out there. We've been

18 out there, but we don't --
19 TIIE CþIIRT: So you were a freshrnan, but

20 now you're --
2l MS. BEEC$: I'm out of college now,

22 yeah. But yeah. That's it. Thar¡k you.

23 fiIE CþIIRT: AJ.1 right. Ihark you.

24 Harríet Young?
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1 MS. SCURLOCK: Hello, Your Honor. ¡'fy

2 nare is Ethel Young ScurLock. This is Íly sister
3 Eugenie Young. l"Îy other sister Denise Young.

4 lùe're representing fity ûþther Harriet Young.

5 She's 82 and not able to stand for herself. Änd

6 so vrerre speaking on her behalf.
7 fhank you, first of all, for Your

I conpassion ín this matter.

9 As we aL1 oçressed our grief in 1987,

10 Íly father knew that he was dying of cancer. And

11 because he knew he was dying, he purchased on

Lz behâlf of the family five plots at Galilee
13 Menprial ceÍetery. fhose plots are in
L4 Everlasting Life. ltrey pr.rrchased one addiEional

L5 plot thab my Uncle Eugene walls is buried ín.

16 ¡4y father, Reverend Edgar Young, I wenE

Li through the state papers and we saw where he is
18 narked as being in the Garden of Everlasting

19 Lífe. And so on behalf of my rncther, I have

20 several questions. The first tbjing is that she

2L does sti1l $,ant the opportunity for disinterment

22 and the opporEunity to reÍÞve the body and place

23 it sonrewhere else. ftnt is her first request'

24 Her secpnd request is that she has an
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L opportunÍty Lo reûxcve the marker. Even though

2 the staEe says that they wí1I noE be able to do

3 Ehat, when my father died, my nrother was left as

4 a widow r^tith three children to raise. she did

5 not have the ncney to buy the marker imediately,
6 but she did save her loney Eo buy a joint rarker

? !ûith her na¡¡e on it wiÈh ÍIy father's name on it.
I And so at Ehe very least, she would like bhe

9 opportunity to have that marker even if it neans

10 replacing that marker with another one for
11 historical records. ltre third thi.ng that she

12 would like to request is some type of state
13 assistance with púrchasing a grave site because

14 they purchased these in 1987. Ànd to ask her at

15 82 to nort purchase at the rate of inflation is a

16 lot.
L7 the fourth request. -- a¡d this is her

18 language, not mi¡e. As she sat there, she said,

lg if the state had $200,000 to inve6tigate, why

20 can't Ehey co|rE up with $200,000 to help

2L corq)ensate those who have had a loss?

22 And firnlly, we would like to know --
23 TttE CþIJRT: And I can -- let me ansv¡er

24 that question. There oas a fr¡nd -- and lrtr' Moore
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can rernind n9, t¡,as it a specific -- whaL was the

nane of Lhe fund? I can't remember.

MR. MOORE: It's a cemeLery protection

fi¡¡rd for no asset -- no-asset cenEtery

receiverships.
TIIE COIJRT: There was -- and that fi¡nd

was set up by the SLate of Tennessee, and it has

been oÛrausted. Arer¡rt we almost at zero on

thac?
MR. MOORE: Your Hdlor, f can't 6peak Eo

that.
TI{E C:oIIRT: OkaY. Àm I -- what about

that? General HeisEand, is thaL right or not?

MS. LIEISTAIID: Itts a revolving fund.

It's funded every year out of all of cemeteries

payments go into it, so lhe rrcney --
Í1IE COURT: I'11 te1I you -- I'11 teII

you what she said. So the last -- vre -- I
re¡ember when we looked at the fi¡nd, 200'000 had

been spent,. but it was dor¿n at that point -- I
mean, I think for that year, whatever the

resolving rycle, it was used uP.

MS. HEISTAI{D: The receiverships used up

the funds pretty Íluch within bhe years. Ttlese
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t have been active receivership years, it's been

2 depletÍng it during the year. It's been quite

3 e)çensive Lhe lasE several -- but yes' money

4 coÍEs in Èo that fund every year from people

5 purchasing.

6 TIIE CþIJRT: But it can't be used to use

7 a claims -- for a claims procedure.

I MS. HEISTÀlilD: Not to -- not for paying

9 claíns.
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IltE COIJRT: Okay. IL's for rehabbing

the cereteries and --
Ms. IIEISTAIID: When the cemetery does

noE have funds of its or¡n to frxxd the process of
having to resolve the case, to resolve the

essentially bankruptcy of the coÍpany, then this
consuner fund ca¡ pay for the services of persons

and the ÍìainEenance of the ce¡neLery because it
had no nþney to pay for its own things that it
ought to have been able to pay for as an

operation. So in this case, that fund has paid

for trying to find out where people have been

burÍed, trying to reconstruct the records of the

cerEtery. so it's paíd for a lot of processes

here as well as the fence that you have heard
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about it. It has paid for a 1ot of things thaE

the ceûetery itself ought to have been able to
pay for, but didn't have based on its claims like
)¡ou're saying a refi:nd cIaim, that it hasn't --
it's not directed to a refund claim.

fHE CþURT: fhis is AEEorney Heistand.

She's with the aEtorney general's office. Ànd

what this fund is, it's set lP bY the

legislature. And I guess cenreteries, part --
isn't it true that cemeÈeries, vthatever they send

to the state that part of thaE is taken out and

it funds this? Is that $there the rþney comes

frc¡n?

MR. M@RE: IE comes frcxn a fee that
ceneteries pay.

TTIE CoIIRT: So if You operate a

ceÍEÈery, you have to pay a fee a¡d it goes into
this fund, but what the fund is for is to take

care of the ceÍìetery a¡d to wind it up and do

what the owners should have done. Ttìa!'s whaE

it,'s been designated for. It has not been

designated to pay claims, so it. can't -- it
litera1ly can't be used for that. the

legislaLure set it L{) so we could Íþv¡ grass' put

107
1 up a fence, try to fj¡d where bodies are, try to
2 fix the records that the foner ov¡ner didn't do.

3 I!'s a fund to rehab the cen3te4f, but it ca¡'t
4 pay claims,
5 MS. SCüRLOCK: And if not payjns claims,

6 soÍE opportuniEy for state funded su¡4nrL in scxtle

? kind of way as v¡e try to find vrays to bury our

I loved qtes, bu! she did -- also had one oEher

9 guesticn.
10 TIIE COURT: Ànd let me speak to Ehat

11 because there r¡ras sc¡neone else qtho asked about

I> anending the laht, a¡rd I said vte've got law on the

13 books. To my understanding, there is no law that
L4 can -- thaL 6ets up for state assisEance for
15 sorething like this. so I meån, that would be

16 new legislation.
L7 Usually whaL happens is we'Il go Ínto a

18 ceretery and if there are any assets, the

19 receiver takes Lhose, sells those, then we have

20 that noney and ther¡ we can use thaE if there were

2I enough to pay claims. In this case, there vras

22 nothing like that. fhere was just nothing.

23 MS. SCURI¡CK: Thank You.

24 TI¡E CþIJRT: So thaL's Ehe situation'

1 Ãnd I'm not aware of any funds, 
"rty """i"r*"" 
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2 through the state as the law is nov¡ help wiEh the

3 situation like this, but -- and then there was --
4 MS. SC{IRIOCK: Tttere was one last

question.

II{E CþIIRT: Yes, ÍB'am.

MS. SCURLOCK: And I think it's clear
bhat Íxcst of us feel like the sentence that htas

handed to the younger lraÍìberE was r:nfair. And

l¡ou have said that that ís not sLate territoqft
it was a local decision. How would we Inove

forward hrith saying werre not salisfied that we

would like to appeal that decision. For a

decision to be rade of probation when we see how

many of us have been inqncted, what is the next

step for us to go forward?

THE COIJRT: It is my understanding that
the local -- the district attorney's office
handled that case. Is Lhat right, the local
district attorney?

MR. M@RE: General Weirich was in
charge.

TIIE COURT: All right. Ànd when it
comes to these cases, the state does not have the
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crinrinal authorityr that's always locaI. And so

you would need Eo get in touch with the DA's

office localIy. I ca¡ tell you in oEher parts of
the state, you lcrow, people have gone -- have

gone Lo jaiI, prison. I'm thi¡king about

Ms. Ringley, in particular. so there is -- those

punishnents are ouL there for -- you )mow, for
these kinds of actions. Ãnd we always cooperate

with them to proride them infor¡ration. Ànd then

if they have nrcney and can give restitution, we

would take that.
tvlS. SCURIOCK: fhank ]¡ou.

I1IE CþllRT: llhat -- anything else on

behalf of your ttþm?

MS. SCURIOCK: Thar¡k lDu.
MS. YOIING: Tharik you.

fHE COIJRT: lhark )acu.

All right. Viola WoodY Taylor?

lvLS. TAYIOR: Good afternoon.
IIIE CþURT: Good afternoon.
MS. TAYIOR: I'm here with Íly mcther'

She's probably the oldest person in this roorn.

she's 91.

TtlE CoIIRT: v{ow. Welcome.
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MS, TAYIOR: Ànd I'11 be speaking on her

behalf. She's been doubled -- sherg had a double

loss. Because iniEÍally she bought a plot
previously for herself under the managertient of
Mr. Srrrith. He vrent bankrupt. flnt was paid --
her ploE was paid for, so she los! that rnoney.

She starled again with a pre need under Ehe elder
ilesse -- etder lamberE. Änd then when he passed,

his son took over and she's coçleted that
payßent as well and now that Ehe state has taken

it up, it's closed. We have several of our

family nembers Ehere.

In '60, '64 her sister was buried, Susan

Àlten. In '8?, her ß)ther was buríed. And in

'91, her faEher was buried. And in 2006, her

husband was buried. And she has a plot. üle have

the tonbstone there, the stone for her sister was

there, her rr¡Lher and her husband a¡rd her faEher.

When we ÍrenE out -- when we got the opporbunity

to go ouL there, the ploE -- the headstones for
her sister somehow had gotten up and vlalked. But

she still had the other three that were there.

She had a plot ríght along with them' Ãnd now we

at square 1 again having to start purchasing a
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1 pre need now soreplace else.
2 And anylvay' it's hurtful to her and to
3 rne and Eo all of us because she has all of her

4 papers, every check, every receipt, everythiing'

5 Ãnd you lorow, like I said, double now.

5 lllE CþIIRT: Yes.

7 MSi. TAYIOR: And we just want to know

I what can be done. I heard all of Ehe

9 test,iÍþnies. I've heard all of Ehe s¡atements

10 that you made, but what can be done when scxreone

11 is 91. and lve're talking about starLing all over

L2 again? You kno¡, I know it would faIl on ne and

13 tha!'s fÍne and well, but for her just for sone

14 satisfaction for her.
15 MS. WoODY TAYIOR: Because I don't want

16 it closed.
I7 TIIE COIIRT: Yeah.

18 MS. TAYIoR: Ànd she doesn'E want it
19 closed because we haven't been ouÈ there to see

20 anyone. Ttre lasE Eire we v¡ere out there, v¡e were

2l out there r,rith ChaffÌel 3 when they care up and

22 they could zoom us in so at least we could see

23 where it v¡as. But we know exactly where the

24 plots are.

1',|2
1 tIiE CÐURT: OkaY. All right. AnY --
2 anyLhing else, Ms. lt{oodY TaYlor?

3 Ms. $loODY TAYIOR: No. Ttìa!'s all. I
4 just $rant !o be able to go.

5 TIIE CÐURT: YES.

6 MS. V{oODY TAYIOR: I juÊt vrant to be

7 abl-e to go and visit.
8 tlIE COIIRT: Yes. À11 right. Íhank you

9 very rnrch for corning. I appreciate it. I lanow

10 at your age, it was a journey. So tharik you.

11 Ïhat coÍpletes or¡r hearing this
12 afternoon. Yes?

13 IINIDENIIFIÐ SPEAKB.: I just htanted to
14 offer one npre consíderaLion'
l-5 , Tl{E CþIIRT: Yes, maram.

16 IINIDENTIFIÐ SPEAKR: You do have a

I7 fence there.
1"8 TIIE CþIJRT: Yes, maram.

19 UNIDEMIFIÐ SPEÀKER: And Yourre
20 concerned about vandalism.

2I TIIE CþIJRT: Yes.

22 IJNIDEúTIFIED SPEAKER: Is Ehere a way to
23 put a security gate there, you know, Like a

24 securiLy fence? Arld then the fa¡nilies that have
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spoken, people that are --

TIIE COURT: I've been thinking abouE,

that. I've been thinking, you lnow, cameras and

tecturology, because maybe sonetimes that is less

oq>ensive. itris is not my area of e4ærtise.
IJNIDEIfIIFIÐ SPEAKER: OkaY.

TI{E CþURT: But I thought about. that in
terÏns of giving accesÊ. ForEunately, l4r. Moore

is er,perienced in this area because he's q>erated

ceneteries all over the state. But I was

thinking, you know, is there a technological
answer to tlais, but --

IJNIDÐITIFIED SPEAKER: And also, one

last ttdng.
TIIE CoilRT: Of course, tbat can be

oqnnsive, but anyway.

IJNIDNTIFIÐ SPEAKER: fùell, would the

cellEterT be open on Merr¡rial Day or Motherrs Day?

I ÍEan, that's coming up.

THE CþIIRT: Yes. Mother's Day is the

second Sunday in l"lay this year; is that right?
IINIDm{TIFIED SPEAKER: Yes.

TIIE CþIJRT: So that would be l-2th, okây.

V{e'11 --
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You lctol¡¡.

It{E CþIJRT: Okay. That's a good point.
IJNIDB¡TIFIED SPEAKR: rtnnk You,

Chancellor.
TIIE CþURT: Yes. Yes, maram.

MS. tvlALOM: lly name was supposed to be

on the list.
IIIE CoIJRT: What is your na¡IE?

MS. lvlAIiNE: Marva Malone.

fttE CoURT: Let ÍE see. I think I
called you, but you ttì¿ty noÈ have heard me. Hold

on. Let fIìe see.

Yes, ma'am, Man¡a Jackson Malone, if 1rcu

would come forward.
MS. lvlAIONE: Ihank you.

THE COIIRT: Yes, maram.

MS. I"IALONE: Yes. ¡4y name is Marva

Jackson Malone. I'm hearing representing tlvo

people, my sister PaEricia Ann ,Jackson' Shers

siÈEing back there. Her plot r¡ras supposed to be

nexE !o ÍIy fÌÞLher. Ivly rfþther's plot was -- she's

srqposed to have been buried in EverlasEing Life'
lot Number 1174, space Nunber 1.

UNIDEbTIIFIED SPEAKER:
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I At the tirc ôf Mother's death -- Ì'trother

2 died and was br¡ried on Møtday, ,Iune the 308h,

3 2008. And at the tinr3 of her burial, they had

4 accused me of Mother already being dead a year

5 before, okay. Ànd I had to inform them that lrm
6 burying rry Íþther there and that she has a

7 poIíry, okay. Ànd at Lhe ciÍx3 I did not have the

8 funds to pu! Mother's marker there, so I was

9 paying Honest Monunent at this EiÍE to have that
10 done when all this happened, And so right now,

11 I'm afraid to even put a nBrker there because I
12 donrt lo:ow if her body is acEually there ín that
L3 spot.
L4 TIIE C0URT: Ríght.

15 MS. I"IALONE: Änd so I do understand thaE

16 for my sisEer, I'm going to have to find anoEher

L7 space for her. I understand the noney is gone.

l-8 Ttrere's no way of -- Sister, )¡ou cantt recoup

19 that. So what I $¡anE to know is since we ca¡not

20 be buried Chere and since -- I'm definitely not

2L going to put a marker there not loowing if her

22 body is really there. Ànd I larow that the people

23 that ourn this monun€r¡t is not going to give m3

24 back my rncney either, so werre at a toEal loss

tt6
right now.

I know everþody eaid a1n3st everything

I've already saíd, bì¡E I just had to come here

and say this because I'm angry because I know

approximately where she's buried. I've seen the

litEle grave thing thal they set there, but is
she buried there? And that's what I would like
to know, Ànd if you could give me that
information, my sÍster and I would appreciate it
and I tharik you.

. TtiE CþURT: Thank You.

Yes, ma'am. What's lrour name? Did You

fíle a card?

MS. INGRFTM: I did not. I have a

question. Is Lhat possible?
TIIE COURT: A couple of guestions, and

then I'11 have Eo stop the hearing.
MS, INGRÃM: l4y nå¡ne is Deborah Ingram.

And we're all asking for you not Lo close, but rny

question is, I uould like claritY.
TI{E COIIRT: Yes.

MS. INGPåM: When you close, if there is
a closure, e>cactly what does that ntean? Does

that mean that it's a wall? Does it Í€an thaE
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itls pennanent?

TIIE CþIJRT: Yeah. Let me erçlain.
MS. INGRAM: WhaE does 'rclosurerr msan?

TIIE COURT: fhat's a very good question.

Closure can include several things. When we say

closing the ceÍetery, that could nean no one else
can be buried there¡ that's cûxe aq)ect of
closure. AnoEher aspecÈ rarould be, can people be

renr¡ved, dísinterred from there? Thatrs another

aspecE of closure. ftrird aspect is visitation.
can people crcme and go and visit in the ceÍetery?
And if so, what would be the Etructure for thaÈ

and hrhaE would be any restrict.ions on it. Ãnd

then the other aspect of closure would be taking

things, renoving things like markers.

So there are really four parts. When we

say "closure,'¡ those are Ehe four things that the

Court is looking at: New burials, renr¡vaI,

disinL.erment, visitation, subse! restrict,ions and

then renoving any property i.e. headstones or
other things.

MS, INGRÀM: Okay.

TTIE COIJRT: Yeah.

MS. INGÎAM: ¡4y naÍE is Deborah Ingram,
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and I wan! to go on record that I probably have

at least 20 members that are buried in Galilee.
And thank you for your time.

ltlE COURT: ftrank you. Yes. Yes, sir.
MR. BOURLAùID: Irm Pastor Eric Bourland.

Ànd thank you for coning. I'11 try to be brief.
I v¡as not concluded on the mail . !lr. Moore did
e-¡rail me tha!, but afLer that, I had my

father-in-law to pass. I just had a first
cousin, had to do a eulogy saturday, so r have

been doíng funerals and counseling with family.
But. this meeting shouldn't even be. Itte

guy that lve've been working with at Bartlett'
Bartlet!, the city, the Írayor has been great to
Ìet us reet. ftrese people vras not informed. We

had a Michael Driver, I don't know if thaE name

sounds familiar, who had pronised and broke so

nrany prornises Ìrtith the state. ltrat's why I guess

you said Ehe state ntay be -- you know, people

coning dou¡r¡ on the state, But we have been

pronised Lhat, that it will be open. He asked ûe

as beíng a pastor. I will not call the other
pastorrs na¡¡e because he's not here, but he's a

loca1 pastor in the BartletL area. We had
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1 reetings and meetingE. I'le met with attorneys in
2 BartleLt. Tttis was su¡4:,osed to have been already

3 closed.
4 lHE COURT: So Eell me whaE your -- what

5 information do you t^,ältt to convey to fIE? What

6 are you saying?

7 MS. INGRÀM: Yes, maram. What lrm

I saying -- actually, what I'm saying -- I know you

9 just got probably voted i¡ last y.ear, probably.

10 TIIE COURT: No. I've acEually been a

11 chancellor for 24 yearl.
12 MS. INGRAM: OkaY.

L3 IHE COIJRT: Sorry, I'm glad I look that
1"4 young or new, but --
15 MR. BOURLAND: I have the wrong

16 information -- $trong information, but I don'!
17 know if you just got the case,

18 TI{E CþIIRT: No. I've had -- no. Irve
19 had it for a while,
20 !lR. BOURL,AND: Okay.

2L TIIE CþllRT: It was transferred to me.

22 MR. BOIIRL,AND: Right.
23. næ COUmt But Ehere vtas anoEher

24 chanceLlor handling it and then I got it. But
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no, frve been a chancellor for 24 years in
Davidson CounEy.

MR. BOIJRLAND: OkaY. Great.

IIIE CþURT: so thark you for the

conptinenL Ehat I donrt look any )¡ormger or
whatever, but what is it you want?

MR. BOIJRLAND: For ShelbY County --
'llllE ClfIlRT: Tell ne what it is.
MR, BOURLAM: VÍe rr¡ere prornised --
TTIE COIIRT: What were you prornised and

by whom?

MR. BOIIRLAND: Tlrat this would be

already --
ÏTIE CoIIRT: BY who?

MR. BOURLAND: Michael driver.
II{E COIJRT: Michael Driver. And his

position !,tas $rhat? Do you know what his -- he --
so I can just Erack thaE doÍ¡n.

IvlR. BOURL,AND: I don't want to say the

wrong thing, Chancellor. I don't know j.f he was

a chancellor, but I know he come with a 1ot of
attorneys.

tI{E CoIJRT: He was what?

MR. MOORE: He $ras the deputy general
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1 counsel for regulatorY boards at Depatrrent of
2 coûmerce and Insurance.

3 TIIE CþIJRT: llhere is he nov¡?

4 MR. MOORE: I lcrow he is not in that
5 posit.ion loday.

6 MR. BOIIRL,AND: Yeah. l,lr. Green, I donrt

7 knov¡ if ¡{r. Green is here.

I Tt{E COIIRT: What did he promise? lÌhat

9 did he promise?

LO MR. BOIIRLA¡ID: He promised that he

11 would -- he threw ouE a lot of mmey, not for us,

L2 but who will take care of the ceÍetery. I went

13 out and got rìost civic peo¡rle to help do that.
14 Never returned my ca11s. And then after this
15 last time, he goE. off it and nobody know where he

L6 is. But r^te were promised Lhat there would be a

17 menprial put up, a wall i¡ case if the people

18 ca¡mot find their lor¡ed ones, they would go

L9 there. I told him, I always continue Eo the

20 Ground Zero and where Ehe towers fell. I say the

2L people wilL never be found, but there is a water,

22 therers sonething to, you knqt, see scxnebody

23 there. You knov¡, nrake Lhem feel good if they're
24 on the grounds, they'11 give then peace.
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so Í¡y wife and I a¡d lhe other pastor

and I think lhe other lady spoke just a minute

ago, they know. Itrey brought a lot of attorneys.

v'¡e ret at the city lIall with the mayor and

a¡other guy there. But like I said, this
supposed to have been happened a long time ago.

ÏTIE CþURT: Ànd Ehe Promise was the

wall?
MR. BoURI.,A¡¡D: WaI1 and open and close,

hov, they would operate the cemetery. No rpre
burials, but --

TIIE COIJRT: Yes, Did they give you any

details about. hours open and close or was thât
sonething tha! was being --

MR. BOURLAND: Well, r,¡e can'E reallY
speak on that because r¡re got so nìany people

like -- you know, like scxne people --
TIIE CÐIIRT: No. I tÍ3an, what did they

prcxrise on that?
MR. BOIJRI-,AIID: You know, just getthg a

group to run it. ltrey were going to leave it q>

to a group, maybe a church grroup. TLre church was

going to take it over. I don't have a

congregalion church myself. I have a church
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1 without walIs, so I'm ouE in lhe streeLs, doing

2 likes like that. BUL the church was going to
3 take care of it, but they didn't hrant to have the

4 lavrsuÍts where these lawsuiis are sti1l popping

5 up, so we want to be clear of all lawsuits. So I
6 have a 1ot of notes I didn't bring with ÍE today,

7 rushing to gett,ing off work, but my wife have

I that and I'm sure the other pa.stor have.

9 TIIE CoURT: Ãnd what is your naÍE?

10 MR. BOURLAND: Pastor Eric Bourland.

11 Irm sorrl¡.
12 TI{E COIJRT: Okay. If yrou could give

13 your contact information to l,lr. Moore.

L4 MR. BOIJRTANÍD: He already has it.
15 MR. M@RE: I have it aIreafu.
16 IIIE COLIRT: Okay.

L7 MR. BoIIRIANID: lvty Íþther is buried
18 there, my niece, my uncle and aunts, everyone is
19 buried out there. But yes, thânk )¡ou for letting
20. Íe speak. I didn't mean to --
2I TIIE CÐIIRT: Thårk you. That's good.

22 I'm sorrl¡ to be hurrying, but I got to get back

23 on the road to Nashville. I have a rental car I
24 have to turn in.
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MS. KEf,.if,EY: Your Honor, mY name is

TaÍera Kelley and my sister Neta scott is here

today. V'le're here on beh,alf of our mcther,

.luãnita scotL, who rdas actually br¡ried on -- at
Ehe calilee cemeLery was supposed to be buried

DeceÍrber 22rrd, 2OL2.

So the reason we're here ig we

undersEand that there's a IoE of famifies here

that still knows where their fanuily nembers are

buried a¡d that Lhey can actu¿tlly pinpoint u¡here

their rþther or their famity membersr graves are.

We can't because our nf,ther's caske! trlas crashed

in the Garden of Eden. So I r'rant to stand ì4)

here and just make a statenent, not nece6sarily

asking for the state to do anything, but just
make the state aware of, what about us? What

about the ones thaE can't get closure because our
parents or or¡r loved ones got crushed? l{hat,

haprpens to us? Where does our closure ccflx3 from?

Like, that's our m¿rìa. Ànd to actually have Eo

sit through this proceeding and Eo acÈually hear

people say they can pinpoint this and Ehey can

pinpoint that and that they don't want it to be

closed, but then you have my sister and I that's
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1 sitting here, listening to this and we can't go

2 Lo our Íþther's grave and put flowers on it. We

3 can't go to our Íþther's gEave on holidays, on

4 Motherrs Day, on any special holiday because our

5 mcther is not there.
6 so I just wanted to let the state know

7 that it's another side of this situation, and we

8 that side. That's ít.
9 TT{E CoIJRT: Ihânk you.

10 MS. KE[,LEY: Yourre welcone.

11 THE COÌJRT: Yes. lfe'l1 just go in
!2 order. Yes, maram.

13 SHR.IFFTS DEPüTY: No talking. No

L4 talking.
15 MS. DAVIS: Thark you, Your Honor, for
16 giving me the privilege to ccxne up and speak as

I7 well. tqy name is Linda ,Janessa Davis, and we

18 have a brother that's buried in Galilee cemetery.

19 vihen I -- when our brother passed and everything
20 and as we had the services to have him buried
2l there, they took our money and they told us that
22 they hras going to put him in a spot where we

23 wouldn't have no problem finding him. l{e went

24 there and, ,Judge, we didn't see him nov¡here. We
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didn't see a body nowhere. Ãnd we donrt' knohr

where he is.
lHE C0URT: Do you all lcrow where Lhe

spot r,ras? Do you renember the garråen or the spot

because Mr. Moore could look and at least see if
there's a body there?

MS. DAWS: His nane is Tltontas

Richardson.
IINIDEI$IIFIED SPEAKER: ÍÏrey didn't give

us any paperwork.

MS. DAWS: Ttrey didn'L give us no

paperwork or anybhing.
II{E CoURT: Do you larow the garden?

IJNIDEMIFIED SPEAKR: Yeah. I knovt

when you core in, it around that liEtle circle,
it is righÈ up on the hi1l. But let me tell you

about that.
When my uncle passed, iL was about three

years ago, vre came lhe same direcEion, went up on

the hiII. And I'm like, that's where our brother
buried at, so Íraybe they're going to be buried
right noct !o each other. I took it upon my own

wheJ¡ they had the gardener there, I stepped up

and tooked in the hole, wasnrt no casket there.
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1 so we don't, know whether our brother ac.

2 Tt burts me so bad because his birthday
3 is NoveÍiber lhe 11th. Ànd my birEhday is
4 Septeriber the 11th. We celebrate our birthday --
5 used Lo celebrate our birEhdays together, but rte

6 take flowers, but h¡e don'L know where he are. We

7 don't know rothiag. lhey didn't give us no

8 paperuork or no knowing.

9 MS, DAVIS: We paid for everyEhing,

10 Judge. I,{e don't even have a receipt. Ttrcy

11 didn't corne back and give us our receipt. l'Ie

L2 tlon'! loow where our brother is. But his body is
13 out Èhere scrnewhere. Ì¡e don't know if he's
14 crushed or --
15 tNIDEIITIFIED SPEAKER: We paid out of
L6 our pockets. Nty sister got 60 ill that she had

L7 trdo major strokes behind all this.
18 SHR'IFF'S DEPIITY: No talking.
19 IJNIDEIiIIIFIÐ SPEAKER: so they donrt
20 need to close it. ltle need to know where our

27 brother is.
22 IIIE @IJRT: Okay.

23 IJNIDE\EIFIED SPEAKER: Ãnd we need sone

24 closure.
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1 THE COIJRT: I donrt know if $¡e can !e11

2 yort where he is. I'le'1"1 take the infonnation.
3 Ànd as far as closure, I mean, that's what Ehis

4 is about. Soûething is going to be decided

5 pennanently on the second --
6 IJNIDEbTIIFIED SPEAKER: .And the way I
7 fee1, Your ÌÍonor, it --
I MS. KEIiLEY: It was hârd on us.

9 IJNIDmÍTIFIED SPEAKER: flrese people,

10 everybody else feel the same way, if they had

11 knew he was going to crush they family members

t2 up, I feel better if we had l¡rent on and created

l-3 our brother.
14 I1IE CþtlRT: Right. Right'
15 IINIDEIIIIFIED SPEAKER: Irm angry and I'm
16 hurt inside because itrs noMl¡ but jusE us three

L7 sistere. All the rest of them gone. It was

18 eight of us. Ar¡d this is what we have to face

19 every day worried, don't know where he is. HÍs

20 own daughter don't )inow where -- she's done had

27 open hearL surgery. She donrt kno¡¡ where her dad

22 at, and I can't tel1 her because I don'E know.

23 fHE CÐURT: And I am sorrY for Your
24 pain. All I have is the lar,, and a few tools in
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1 !hat, and I'11 do with it what I can.

2 T]NIDEIiTIIFIED SPEAKER: OKAY.

3 TIIE COIJRT: And the rest of it, I think
4 Mr. Walker said it best.
5 tqs. IlilGRÃM: Who is I*!r. Vfalker?

6 TTIE CþIJRT: l4r, Walker was the gentleman

? who said he was just going to leave it to a
8 higher polver on some of this other part. so

9 that -- I'm just a judge and I can do the Iaw,

10 buE Ehe other part --
11 IINIDBiTIFIED SPEAKER: I'm asking -- ask

12 the 6tate no! to close the cetnetery. Give these

13 people the privilege and the honor to go out a¡d

14 see -- see if they can find they foIks. Ihabrs

15 the vray I feel within me and lrm pret,ty sure

16 yrall can do it, they'll do it.
17 MS. KEIiLEY: If it is God's will --
LB ITIE COIJRT: Okay.

19 MS. KEIiLEY: -- because he got power

20 orrer everything.
2I THE CþURT: AlI righL. rhank you.

22 MS. KELL,EY: Thank you, .ludge.

23 TIIE CþIJRT: You're welcqne. one nf,re

24 person. One nrcre person and then \.¡e got to stop,
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1 Ànd if I'm going to take -- take this wonnn here

2 and Ehen after !hat, lhere's anything Ehat you

3 qrant to say, you can send it to -- just l,{rite a

4 letÈer Lo where I am in Nashville. But lrm
5 ernbarrassed to Eell you, f bave a rental car that
6 I have to get back so I got to get on the road to
7 Nashville.

okay. Go ahead. Yes, ma'am.

MS. SÀÌIDERS: Tharik you, Your Honor. l,Îy

nane is Valerie Sanders. I'm from Atlanta,
Georgia. I've been corning back and forth here

because of my brother. He was my only brother.
flre rest of Lhe family gave up on him a long time

ago because he had been on drugs for a while.
But Íry son, my daughter, myself, we stil1 loved

him. Ãnd when we came and we gather around him,

he changed his whole life around. He got a job,

got his own place, he was doing great for
himself.

He had the disease of the heart which we

did not know. I had been taking him back and

forth to his doctor. They didn't tel1 us. The

doctor said he vras an old man and he died' He

vras on 6? years o1d. That's r'rhat the doctor told
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the peq>le in the -- for his death on his death

certifícate. He r'rasn't an oId man. He was doing

great.
I jus! want to say that r¡¡e don't lcnoht

where my broEher is buried. I bought a

headstone. As soon as he was -- the soonesL of
the funeral horne told us everyEhing, I went out

and I got Lhe headstone, I went out to Galilee

and paid for the headstone. We didn't ask for
him to be br¡ried at Ga1ilee. vJe htanLed Ne$, Park'

We was told by Ford Funeral Home, they didn't
have a spoE for him and Ehey were going to take

him to Galilee. I'Ie did not ask for Galilee.
When we went ouL there, they didn't have

a grave for him. fhey told us that they hras

goir¡g -- we had to leave and they were going to
dig a grave and put him there' We don't knot^,

where he was buried.
LaLer when the news came on and then

they 1et us came out to visit, vte couldn't find
my brother, lÍe looked ever¡ruhere for his name.

I have a nephew that rvas buried out Ehere. His

nanÊ was -- his name was Gary Pittman. Ànd we

looked for hím. I'te finally found hin. A few
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1 feet up, my brother's headatone. My nephew was

2 buried in 2003. My brother's headstone was puL

3 ouÈ there !î 2oI2. He was buried in .tanuary. so

4 how could that be? So we're still wondering

5 where is my bxother.

6 Please do not close it. Even if we

7 don't find my brother, we want -- they lold us

I they was going to buitd a wall with everybody's

9 name on j.t so we can come and Pay -- pay --
10 priwilege to come and come there and see, you

L1 know, just so we can jusÈ know that. he's there

12 gomewhere, even though we don't know where. But

13 we can look and see his name there on the wall or

14 sometshing. so please, whatever you all can do,

15 pleaee, please, do no! cloËe Galilee.
16 Even Ehough it waÊ a hard felt place for

!7 us, we still -- we know our loved ones is

18 eomewhere out there. Even though when I saw all

19 those caskets sitting to the side and I wen! and

20 I asked chem when r went out there to get my

2! broÈher's -- pay for his headstone, I sai.d, why

22 are all those caskets sitt.ing over there? The

23 young tady told me, otr, we're behind -- we're

24 behind buryj.ng. I should have -- you know, I
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1 ahould have known someLhing then, but it was too

2 LaÈe becauBe they already -- we had paid for the

3 grave and everyghing.

4 so if posaibte, if whatever you can do,

5 chancellor, please. Pl,ease, help ue and don't let

6 them close i!. Thank you. Ànd I'm aorry for
7 taking up your time.

I THE COIJRT: Thank You. Thank You.

9 All right. At. this time, I'm going to
10 adjoum the hearing. Before f do that, let me

11 tell you how Èhe next ÊEeps in this proceeding'

12 First of aII, let me get my booke before

13 I forgee those. Yeah. Thank You.

L4 what wilt happen next. is thaE I will

1.5 meet with lhe receiver and the atLorney general,

16 and I will Cake into accoug what I've heard

fi today and we will address Ehe issueõ thaÈ have

18 been raised, bhe four different i.saues about

19 clo6ure! can anyone be buried in the cemeLery?

20 can bodies be remowed from the cemelery? will

2L there be visiÈation at the cemeÈery? Àrid can

22 headstones or other items be removed? I'le will

23 meet on thaÈ and I will enter an order making

24 decisions on that.
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L In additsion to that, we're going to what

2 we call wind down bhe receiverahip. That means

3 we're going þo end iE. The staÈe has done

4 everyÈhj-ng they can do and we've got to find

5 someone thag can Èake over Èhe mintenance and

6 care of the cemeÈery.

? And Bo thoBe are the next BtePs. The

I way thaÈ the Court communi-cates undef, Tennessee

9 law is through orders. And if you are on our

10 list, you are getEing copiea of the orders' Also

11 Èhe attorney general, Mr. Moore, they maintain a

L2 web site and we've been posting or can posL the

13 orders on ghe web site. If you aeng a card, Ehen

14 you have the addreÉs and tshe caee nuûìber in

15 Nashvitle, and r can geg with the clerk and

16 master and we can Post it on our web site as

f7 well, so they could access the clerk and magÈer's

18 web site Ín Nashvilte when we do an order.

19 So thaE'a how we'1l proceed. I'm going

20 to Eake into account everyÈhing thaÈ I've heard

21- today. !{e'll have our hearing and I'LI make some

22 final decisions about the cemetery.

23 I just wane to say ¡hank you very much

24 for the informalion Èhat you provided me today.

f35
1 lt's been extraordinarily valuable. Ànd I always

2 am motivated in my job, but I have to say this

3 hearing has made me supremely motivated. I'm not

4 a miracle worker. I'm just eomebody who uses bhe

5 law. f mean, that's my !oo1, and f'll do what I

6 can with that.
? So all right. AE this time, we will
g adjourn court.. Thank you so much.

9 (T{I¡EREUPON, THE PROCEEDTNGS RECESSED ÀT

10 3:35 P.M. )
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