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Welcome!

Interstate 65, looking south from Lake Springs Road.

Thank you for attending the Public Hear-
ing for the Interstate 65 (1-65) Inter-
change at State Route (SR) 109 Environ-
mental Assessment (EA) and proposed
project design. Please take this opportu-
nity to read the information provided
and become better acquainted with the
proposed project.

The purpose of tonight’s hearing is to
provide you with a project update and
to gather information from you about the
EA approved by the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) on January 6,
2010 and the design of the project.

Tennessee Department of Transportation
(TDOT) representatives are available to
answer questions throughout the hearing.
Please take the time to discuss the project
with them. A court reporter is available
for those persons who desire to make a
verbal statement about the project and
want that statement included in the official
transcript of this hearing.

A comment form is inserted in this handout
for you to complete. Please take a mo-
ment to complete the form to give us an
opinion regarding the 1-65 Interchange
project, especially the alternatives pre-
sented here tonight.

Completed comment forms may be depos-
ited in the box by the door as you exit. If
you would like to complete your comment
form later, you may submit written com-
ments to:

Public Hearing Comments

ATTN: I-65 Interchange at SR-109
Tennessee Department of Transportation
Suite 700, James K. Polk Building

505 Deaderick Street

Nashville, Tennessee 37243

All written comments submitted by mail
must be postmarked by May 18, 2010.

Tonight’s Agenda
e Gathering/Review Handout

® Formal Welcome/Introductions

® Presentation: Project Overview, Summary of EA, and Proposed Design

® Question and Answer Session

e  Opportunity to Review Displays/Discuss Project with TDOT Representatives /Fill
Out Comment Forms/Provide Comments to Court Reporter

e Adjourn

April 27, 2010 5-7 p.m.

TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Your Comments are Important
to TDOT!

You are encouraged to make
a formal comment that will be
incorporated into the official
project summary. This can be
done in one of three ways:

Make an oral statement to
the court reporter;

e  Submit your written com-
ments tonight before you
leave; and/or

®  Mail your comments to
TDOT within 21 days
(postmarked by
May 18, 2010)
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PUBLIC HEARING

TDOT Representatives assisting members of the public at the
January 2008 Public Meeting for the I-65 Interchange project.

Why Does this Project

Have to go through the
Environmental Review

Process?

NEPA requires that projects receiving
federal funding or requiring federal
actions (e.g., permits) undergo an envi-

ronmental review process. The

cannot proceed until this requirement
has been successfully completed. As
shown in the adjacent flowchart, this
project has progressed to the Public

Hearing.

Why Are We Here Tonight?

An Environmental Assessment
(EA) for the I-65/SR-109 In-
terchange project was pre-
pared by TDOT and ap-
proved by the FHWA on
January 6, 2010. Public in-
volvement is an important
part of the National Environ-
mental Policy Act (NEPA)
process. This NEPA hearing is
an opportunity for the public
to comment on the EA and the
project alternatives.

TDOT representatives are
here tonight to listen to your
comments and concerns
about the EA and the pro-
posed design of the new
interchange. The information
that you provide will be
used by the FHWA and
TDOT decision-makers on the
identification of the pre-
ferred alternative for the
project.

Tennessee Department of Transportation Project Planning Flowchart
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What is the Purpose of the EA?

Existing Lake Springs Road just west of SR-
41 (U.S. 31 W). This local roadway cur-
rently provides primary access for large
trucks traveling to and from the warehous-
ing/industrial sites located to the west of I-
65 along Vaughn Road.

project at a stage in

and public

The purpose of the EA is to
fulfill NEPA requirements,
and disclose effects of the

development process .
where decision-making can
still be shaped by the envi-
ronmental analysis and by
the comments of agencies
reviewers.
The EA evaluates the con-
struction of the 1-65/SR-

and also includes:
« Definition of the pro-

the
Identification and

sonableness of a full

may be associated

109 Interchange Project
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ject purpose and need;

evaluation of the rea-

range of alternatives;

« Disclosure of the envi-
ronmental impacts that

with each alternative;

« Discussions of methods
that will be used to
avoid, minimize, or
mitigate environmental
impacts; and

o A summary of public
involvement and
agency coordination
efforts.

The findings presented in
the EA will help deter-
mine the project’s future
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Project Background/History

This project has been undertaken in accordance with the FHWA pol-
icy for granting new or modified interstate access. An Interchange
Justification Study (1JS) was conducted for this project and received
operational approval from the FHWA on November 29, 2006. The
[JS contains information related to existing and anticipated traffic B |
flow conditions in the area and demonstrates the proposed inter- '
change will operate at acceptable levels of service, will not have ==
any adverse effects on ramp operations at nearby interchanges, and
that the ramp intersections on the crossroad may be adequately ac-
commodated for the anticipated traffic demands.

A portion of the project study area occurs within the city limits of
Portland and is part of the Portland Planning Region. The remaining
land east of SR-41 (U.S. 31W) falls within the Sumner County Plan- Industrial / Warehousing development along existing Vaughn
ning Area and land west of SR-41 (U.S. 31 W) is in Robertson County. Read iust west of the proposed I-65 Interchange location.

All of the land in northwestern Sumner County falling within the 1-65

Interchange study area falls within either the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) of Portland or is considered Planned
Growth Area (PGA) by Sumner County. Therefore, it is expected that this area will continue to become more devel-
oped in the reasonably foreseeable future. The portion of the project area within Robertson County is also experi-
encing substantial industrial growth that is expected to continue. The 1-65 Interchange project is consistent with the
Nashville Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 2008-2011 Transportation Improvement Program and
the MPQO’s 2030 Long Range Transportation Plan.

THE PURPOSE OF
THIS PROJECT IS

Project Purpose and Need Summary

The primary purpose of the area to Nashville and 1-65. It access to I-65 for citizens living

TO PROVIDE I-65/SR-109 Interchange is to is anticipated that the area  in nearby communities and for
IMPROVED provide improved interstate will continue to experience nearby industrial sites. The
access to the area that is urban growth. interchange would remove
ALEE AN compatible with local and This new interchanae would some of the existing traffic
SUPPORT regional goals and objectives. .~ o . gcq ocit from other routes currently
PLANNED Continued growth is antici- cmZI safety of theylfegicpmal 7 used by commuters to gain
GROWTH pated in the area as a result transportation system. It access to I-65 at existing inter-

of the proximity of the project changes to the north and south.

would provide more direct

What are the Alternatives considered in the EA?

No-Build Alternative - The No-Build Alternative would
mean that no 1-65 Interchange would be provided at
SR-109. Access to communities and properties within the
project vicinity would continue to be provided by exist-

ing local roadways and adjacent 1-65 Interchanges. e  Westward extension of SR-109 to connect to I-65;
Normal roadway maintenance activities would continue.

In addition to construction of the |-65 Interchange , the fol-
lowing are included under the Build Alternative:

Widening of 1.5 miles of 1-65 to six lanes;

e Eastward extension of Vaughn Road to connect to 1-65;

Build Alternative - The conceptual layout of the pro-

posed Build Alternative includes a modified diamond
interchange with a collector-distributor (C-D) road to
eliminate all weaving movements on |-65 and allow the
existing Tennessee Welcome Center to remain in place.
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Widening of 0.5 miles of SR-41 (U.S. 31W) to five
lanes from Relocated SR-109 to near SR-259; and

Addition of turn lanes on SR-41 at proposed SR-109.



Layout of the Proposed Build Alternative for the 1-65 Interchange at Proposed SR-109 in Robertson and Sumner Counties, Tennessee.
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Summary of Project Impacts
Presented in the EA

The following is a brief description of the impacts listed
in the EA. For more detailed data and information re-
lated to the affected environment and environmental
consequences of the 1-65 interchange project, please
review a copy of the EA here tonight or at one of the
other locations listed on the last page of this handout.

Consequences of the No-Build Alternative:

o The portions of Robertson and Sumner Counties sur-
rounding the proposed [-65 Interchange location
would continue to become developed as anticipated
growth occurs;

e Land use changes associated with this growth is ex-
pected to result in increased traffic demand;

e As the regional traffic volumes increase, the existing
secondary roads currently used as routes to and
from 1-65 would likely experience reduced safety
and decreased (LOS). The No-Build Alternative
would result in declining traffic service for those who
currently depend on those secondary routes;

o Traffic congestion would increase, which would ad-
versely affect traffic circulation within the vicinity of
the project areq;

e As traffic volumes rise, crash rates would increase
resulting in safety issues along the existing secon-
dary routes; and

e Baseline ecological conditions in the immediate pro-
ject area would be preserved under the No Build
Alternative.

Existing crop field located in the I-65 Interchange Project Area.

Consequences of the Build Alternative:

The Build Alternative would have both beneficial and
adverse impacts.

The primary benefits of the Build Alternative include:
o Improved access to |-65;

o Improved safety and traffic conditions in the local
area and region;

e Enhanced economic development opportunities
within the project areaq;

e Improved circulation among the cities and communi-
ties in the project areq;

« Improved regional accessibility to the project areaq;
¢ Reduced travel times; and

e Increased property values with new opportunities
for economic development, especially for adjacent
properties.

The primary adverse impacts of the Build Alternative
would include:

o Displacement of residences and businesses;

e Anincrease in noise levels in some portions of the
project area, especially for residences along exist-
ing Lake Springs Road and SR-41 (U.S. 31W);

e Temporary construction impacts (fugitive dust, silta-
tion, construction noise, traffic detours, etc.);

o Impacts to surface waters;

e Conversion of undeveloped areas to developed or
maintained areas within the proposed interchange
right-of-way (ROW) resulting in loss of agricultural
land, wildlife habitat, and open space;

¢ The new interchange may promote secondary de-
velopment in the areq, which would result in indirect
adverse impacts in areas that are currently unde-
veloped along the adjacent highways, especially
SR-109, Vaughn Road, and SR-41 (U.S. 31W); and

e Any impacts associated with this project would be
cumulative to other past, present, and reasonably
foreseeable projects, or activities that have oc-
curred, are occurring, or will occur in the project
vicinity.
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Summary of Project Impacts Presented in the EA (cont.)

Resource Build Alternative
Total Land Contained in Study Area (acres) 297
Forest (acres) 15
Old Field (acres) 3
Agriculture (acres) 97
Pasture 41
Developed/Disturbed (acres) 140
Open Water (acres) 1
Residential Displacements 2
Business Displacements 1
Non-Profit Organization/Church Displacements )

Farmland Conversion Rating Score (out of 260 possible)

146 (Robertson County)
103 (Sumner County)

Archaeological Sites Impacted (number) (o}

Historic Sites Impacted (number) (0}

Hazardous Materials Sites Impacted (number) (0}
Noise Receptors Impacted (based on NAC levels) o
100-Year Floodplains in Study Area (acres) 0.9
Wetlands Present (acres) 0.12

Streams Present (number) 3

Stream Channel in Corridor (feet) 3,137

Number of Streams Channelized (feet modified) 3(511)

Ponds Present (acres)
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What are the Next Steps? Where Can | View Copies of the EA?

v i i - - . . . .
Summarize public and agency comments follow In addition to the project website, copies of the EA are avail-

ing the Public Hearing; able for public inspection at the locations listed below.

V' Selection of a Preferred Alternative; and Gorham-MacBane Elmer Hinton Memorial Portland City Hall
Public Library Library 100 South Russell
v" Complete the Final Environmental Document. 405 White Street 321 Victor Reiter Street
Springfield, TN Parkway Portland, TN 37148
If a Build Alternative is selected, the project will 37172 Portland, TN 37148 (615) 325-6776
move to the Design Phase. (615) 384-5123 (615) 325-2279

(Temporary Location

starting March 16,
1. PLANNING '\ 2010)

2. ENWRONMENTAL\
I — |
3. DESIGN \ This Project is on the Web!

| BT,

— Please Visit the Project Website at:
‘@w\ http://www.in.gov/tdot/i65sr109/

TDOT's Five Step Process for New Construction Projects.

RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION AND RELOCATION PROCEDURES

TDOT provides advance notification of impending right-  be offered. Owners of property will be offered fair
of-way acquisition. The Right-of-Way Office has the market value for their property rights as required by
responsibility, once a project is approved, of appraising, law.

purchasing, and if required, assisting individuals, families
or businesses in relocating. Before acquiring property,
all properties are appraised on the basis of comparable
sales and land use values in the area. In some instances,
of $10,000 or less, a formal appraisal may not be pre-
pared. The value will be established by using real estate
appraisers who will prepare, for the Department's use,
written appraisals using actual sales data in the surround-
ing community. An information booklet titled "Relocation Assistance
Program" is available from TDOT Right-of-Way Divi-
sion that outlines the services offered and any pay-
ments for which you may be eligible, such as moving
expenses and replacement housing benefits for owners
and tenants. The brochure also outlines the eligibility
requirements for receiving these payments.

In order to minimize unavoidable effects of right-of-way
acquisition and the displacement of people, TDOT will
carry out a right-of-way relocation program in accor-
dance with the Tennessee's Uniform Relocation Assistance
Act of 1972, and the Federal Uniform Relocation Assis-
tance and Real Property Acquisition Act of 1970 (P. L.
91646).

When an appraisal is necessary, the appraiser will con-
tact each property owner and offer the owner the op-
portunity to accompany him/her on an inspection of the
property. After the appraisal is complete, the Right-of-
Way Appraisal staff will review and field check all find-
ings for accuracy to insure that everything relating to
value has been considered in establishing the amount to

For more information: Tennessee Department of Transportation,

Please contact: Authorization 401359, 200 copies.

&
March 2010. This public document was prom-
Ms. Kelley Garrett ulgated at a cost of $.06 per copy. I D I
Go.

Phone: (615) 532-7229

Kelley.Garrett@tn.gov
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