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MINUTES 
TENNESSEE BOARD OF DENTISTRY 

 
Date: MARCH 27, 2015  
 

Location: Tennessee Department of Health 
665 Mainstream Drive 
Nashville TN  37243 

 

Members Present: Charles E. Holt, Jr., DDS, President    
Ernest J. DeWald DDS 
Katherine N. Hall, DDS  
Dan Thomas Meadows, DDS  
Randall Prince, DDS 
Stephen J. Maroda, Jr., DDS 
Airica Brooke Puckett, RDH 
Bettye Lynn Richert, Consumer Member  
Mary Ellen Vaughn, RDA 
 

Staff Present: Dea Smith, Executive Director 
Sue Kerley, Board Administrator 
Jennifer Putnam, Assistant General Counsel 

 

Dr. Charles E. Holt, Jr., President, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Dr. Holt declared that 
a quorum was present in order to conduct Board business.    
 
The first order of business was a formal hearing, Docket No. 17.12-128422A in the matter of 
Stephen M. Kaufman, D.D.S.  Presiding at the hearing was the Honorable Steve Darnell, 
Administrative Judge.  The Office of General Counsel of the Tennessee Department of Health 
was represented by Jennifer Putnam, Assistant General Counsel.  Respondent, Kaufman 
appeared and was not represented.  After consideration of the Notice of Charges, arguments of 
counsel, and review of the records as a whole, Dr. Prince made a motion to revoke the dental 
license of Respondent Kaufman and before he can reapply, he must submit evidence of 
completion of an evaluation together with any treatment recommendations from a Board-
approved provider, plus the costs of the hearing.  Respondent Kaufman must also show clinical 
competency commensurate with the amount of time he has been away from practice as required 
at time of re-application.  Second was given by Dr. Hall.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.  Ms. 
Puckett made a motion to send a copy of the Final Order to Jamaica since Dr. Kaufman has a 
residence there.  Second was given by Ms. Vaughn.  Motion carried. 
 
MINUTES:  Dr. Hall made a motion to approve the January 8-9, 2015 Minutes as presented.  
Second was given by Ms. Puckett.  Motion carried.  Dr. Meadows made a motion to approve the 
February 27, 2015 Teleconference Minutes as presented.  Second was given by Dr. Hall.   Motion 
carried. 
 

APPLICATION / APPLICANT INTERVIEWS / REQUESTS: 

EDWARD ADELMAN    Dr. Adelman requested approval of his application for limited sedation.  
He took the course DOCS Education Oral Sedation Dentistry course on August 22-24, 2014, but 
did not submit his application for certification until January 14, 2015.  Dr. Adelman acknowledged 
he had given approximately 50 administrations within the past year.  After review of the type of 
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sedation given, Dr. Maroda made a motion to approve.  Second was given by Dr. Hall.  Motion 
carried. 
 

JAMES C. ALSOBROOK  Dr. Alsobrook requested approval of his application to reactivate his 
dental license.  He acknowledged he had not worked as a dentist since 2008.  Dr. Hall made a 
motion to approve.  Second was given by Ms. Puckett.  Motion carried with Dr. Prince recusing 
himself. 
 

DEBORAH ANN HOLLIS  Ms. Hollis requested approval of her application for registration as a 
dental assistant.  Ms. Hollis reported a 2008 criminal conviction for forgery.  Dr. Prince made a 
motion to grant the registration placing it on probation until restitution is paid in full and a $250.00 
civil penalty for working as a dental assistant without being registered and having the 
certifications for the procedures performed.  Ms. Hollis must take any certification courses she 
wishes to have placed on her registration and be issued those certifications before performing 
those procedures.  Second was given by Dr. DeWald.  Motion carried with Ms. Puckett voting no. 
 

HALIE M. JACKSON  Ms. Jackson requested approval of her application for registration as a 
dental assistant at the September 18-19, 2014, meeting of the Board.  The decision of the Board 
at that time was to grant the registration and place it on probation to run concurrent with the 
criminal probation which would have ended on October 9, 2014.  Ms. Jackson did not receive the 
conditional licensure letter and was, therefore, never issued the registration.  Since the probation 
has expired, Dr. Hall made a motion to approve without requiring probation.  Second was given 
by Dr. Prince.  Motion carried.   
 

KAYLA JOHNSON  Ms. Johnson requested approval of her application for licensure as a dental 
hygienist.  Ms. Johnson submitted her application to the Board August 1, 2014, but did not 
complete her application until March 2, 2015.  Ms. Johnson graduated from dental hygiene school 
in July, 2010, but due to family issues, has not worked as a hygienist since graduation.  Dr. 
Prince made a motion that Ms. Johnson be evaluated by an accredited dental hygiene school 
and, if needed, remediated before licensure is approved.  Second was given by Ms. Puckett.  
Motion carried. 
 
BRITTANY LAVIS  Ms. Lavis submitted an application for registration as a dental assistant, 
disclosing a criminal convictions.  She was scheduled to appear before the Board at their January 
8 2015, meeting but she failed to appear.  Motion was made to table to the March 27, 2015 
meeting in order to give her another opportunity to appear.  She failed to appear at this meeting 
as well.  Ms. Vaughn made a motion to deny the application for registration.  Second was given 
by Dr. Prince.  Motion carried. 
 
LINDSEY PARTRIDGE  Ms. Partridge submitted an application for registration as a dental 
assistant, disclosing multiple criminal convictions between 2002 and 2009.  Ms. Puckett made a 
motion to approve.  Second was given by Dr. Hall.  Motion carried. 
 
APPLICATION RATIFICATION:  Dr. Hall made a motion to approve the attached list of new 
licenses, certifications, reinstatements, reactivations and retirement applications for dentists, from 
January 6, 2015 through March 24, 2015.  Second was given by Dr. Prince.  Motion carried.    
 

Dr. Hall made a motion to approve the attached list of new licenses, certifications, reinstatements, 
reactivations and retirement applications for hygienists, from January 6, 2015, through March 24. 
2015.  Second was given by Ms. Vaughn.  Motion carried. 
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Dr. Hall made a motion to approve the attached list of new licenses, certifications, reinstatements, 
reactivations and retirement applications for dental assistants, from January 6, 2015, through 
March 24, 2015.  Second was given by Ms. Vaughn.  Motion carried. 
 
WAIVERS   

Dr. Prince made a motion to approve the following requests for waivers: 

 Joseph V. Clemmons III, DDS – continuing education (CE) requirements for the 2013-2014 
cycle; 

 Billie Horne -  competency testing pursuant to a reactivation application based on the fact 
she had been working as a hygienist in another state;   

 Allison H. Peace – one hour of continuing education which was not on-line for the 
2011/2012 continuing education cycle and an eight month gap in CPR certification; 

 Camille Carroll Shoffner –two hours of continuing education in the subject of chemical 
dependency for the 2011/2012 CE cycle;   

 Erika Smith –waiver of competency testing pursuant to a reactivation application based on 
the fact she has been working in another state.   

Second was given by Dr. Hall.  Motion carried. 
 

CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSES and/or CPR COURSES  Dr. Meadows made a motion to 
approve the following continuing education and/or CPR courses: 

1. Tennessee Oral &Maxillofacial Surgeons 
 (a) “Substance Use Disorders & Dental Implication Update” 
2. Middle Tennessee Emergency Response Consultants 

(a)  “Chemical Dependency & Substance Abuse for Dental Professionals: Prescription  
        Drug Abuse” 

3. Tennessee Micro Endodontics 
 (a) “Detection and Treatment of the Cracked Tooth” 
 (b) “Achieving Profound Anesthesia” 
 (c) “Traumatic Dental Injuries”  

Second was given by Ms. Puckett.  Motion carried. 
 
 

CE SUBMITTED BY INDIVIDUALS  Dr. Hall made a motion to approve the following continuing 
education courses submitted by individuals:   

1. “Accept Buy and Comply” 
(a) William Michael Smith, DS 
(b) Katelyn Boldreghini, DH 
(c) Shawna Renee Clark, DS 
(d) Blair Doyle, DH 
(e) Gwendoyln Glasper Grandberry, DA 
(f) Alison Fuguay Morrell, DH 
(g) Damion Roddy, DA  
(h) Whitney Jackson, DA 
(i) Brittany Pollan, DA 
(j) Tammy Jo Jones, DA  
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      2. “Advanced Hygiene Concepts Team Training” 
 (a) G. Clint Buchanan, DDS 
 (b) Jennifer J. Cloyd, DA 
 (c) Michael R. Farrar, DDS 
 (d) Cindy L. Hankins, DA  
  (e) Mark A. Harper, DDS 
 (f) Sallie Lynn King, DA 
 (g) Kathy Milligan, DA  
 (h) Robert Brandon Scott, DDS 
 (i) Valli R. Smith, DH 
 (j) Erin R. White, DA 
 (k)Valerie Leigh White, RDH 
Second was given by Ms. Puckett.  Motion carried.   
 

PROGRAMS AND CERTIFICATION COURSES 
Administering of Local Anesthesia  

(a) Excel Dental Training Institute, Inc.- tabled from January meeting – Dr. Meadows made 
a motion to approve the certification course.  Second was given by Ms. Puckett.  
Motion carried.  Dr. Prince made a motion to approve for those students who took the 
course in January before the initial course approval was ratified.  Second was given by 
Ms. Puckett.  Motion carried. 

(b) Tennessee State University-Department of Dental Hygiene – Dr. Hall made a motion to 
approve the certification course.  Second was given by Dr. Maroda.  Motion carried. 
 

Coronal Polishing  Dr. Prince made a motion to approve the coronal polishing certification 
course submitted by Dental Pro Ed.  Second was given by Dr. Hall.  Motion carried. 

 

Sealant Application – Dr. Prince made a motion to approve the following sealant application 
courses: 

(a) Chattanooga State Community College   
(b) Dental Pro ED 
(c) Tennessee College of Applied Technology at Nashville 

Second was given by Dr. Meadows.  Motion carried with Dr. Maroda recusing himself. 
 

Nitrous Oxide Monitoring Course  Ms. Vaughn made a motion to approve the nitrous oxide 
monitoring certification course from Volunteer State Community College.  Second was given 
by Dr. Hall.  Motion carried. 

 

EQUIVALENCY OF COURSES     

Administering and Monitoring Nitrous Oxide – Ms. Vaughn made a motion to approve the 
following administering and monitoring nitrous oxide courses as equivalent: 

(a) Alston, Marie – University of Colorado School of Dentistry 
(b) Gilbert, Amy – AB Technical Community College 
(c) Graves, Trish – Western Kentucky University 
(d) Hopewell, Sara Jo – University of Cincinnati 
(e) Knudsen, Nicole – Loma Linda University 
(f) Miller, Allison – Western Kentucky University 
(g) Mullins, Karla – Wytheville Community College 
(h) Sitler, Kimberly – Western Kentucky University 

Second was given by Dr. DeWald.  Motion carried. 
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Administering of Local Anesthesia –  
Dr. DeWald made a motion to deny as equivalent the course taken by Kimberly Sitler in 
1996, at Western Kentucky University since it had been so long since she had 
administered any injections.  Second was given by Dr. Prince.  Motion carried.  
 

Coronal Polishing  Ms. Vaughn made a motion to approve as equivalent the course taken by 
Nicole Pfleiderer at Creighton University School of Dentistry.  Second was given by Dr. 
DeWald.  Motion carried. 

 

Dental Radiology – Ms. Vaughn made a motion to approve the following dental radiology 
courses as equivalent: 

(a) Burrow, Sarah – Riverwest Dental Assisting Institute, LLC 
(b) Good, Kendra – Austin Dental Careers 
(c)  Menne, Bailey – Heritage College 

Second was given by Ms. Puckett.  Motion carried. 
 

Restorative Function  
(a) Rockom, Kari – Lake Washington Institute of Technology - Dr. Prince made a motion to 

approve as equivalent.  Second was given by Ms. Vaughn.  Motion carried. 
(b) Butterworth, Kelly – University of Louisville – Ms. Puckett made a motion to deny as 

equivalent.  Second was given by Dr. DeWald.  Motion carried. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 Associations  The Board was provided with a copy of the American Board of Dental 
Examiners, Inc (ADEX) announcing the installation of new officers with no action.    The 
Board discussed a letter from the Tennessee Dental Association (TDA) concerning Botox 
and dermal fillers as it relates to dental malpractice insurance carriers with no action. 

 Accreditation and Testing Agencies   The Board was provided with 1) notification that 
the North East Regional Board (NERB) is changing its name to The Commission on Dental 
Competency Assessments (CDCA); 2) notification from the Southern Regional Testing 
Agency, Inc. (SRTA) concerning use of the ADEX exam.  SRTA will not be giving the 
ADEX exam to hygienist in 2015; 3) Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA) Winter 
2015 Accreditation Actions Notice concerning the Commission’s intent to withdraw 
accreditation from Tennessee College of Applied Technology, Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 
at its next regularly scheduled meeting on August 6, 2015, if the program does not achieve 
compliance with accreditation standards or policy by that date.  The Board also discussed 
a request from CODA to participate in the site visit to Tennessee College of Applied 
Technology – no action; 4) a call for CODA Review Committee member nominations - no 
action; and 5) an unofficial report of major actions by CODA - no action. 

 Licensees and others  The Board reviewed 1) a letter from Peter Finn concerning 
becoming registered as a “dental referral service”. Dr. DeWald made a motion that anyone 
wishing to register a dental referral service needs to submit a copy of the contract, 
proposed advertisement(s) and a description of the services offered.  Second was given by 
Dr. Meadows.  Motion carried. 2) a letter from Gerald F. Ritter, D.D.S., concerning 
providing orthodontic care to patients of a deceased dentist. It was the consensus of the 
Board that he needs to obtain legal advice from his own attorney.  3) a letter from Jeffrey 
B. Carter, M.D., D.M.D. asking for clarification regarding the use of radiation badges for the 
dental staff when taking periapical films and panorex files and cone beam CT images. The 
Board suggested he contact the Division of Radiological Health.  4) a letter from Dr. 
Mitchel Godat, President Elect Memphis Dental Society, concerning hosting a Mission of 
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Mercy on February 25-29, 2016. Dr. Maroda will respond with information that if 
undergrads are used, the faculty needs to be present.  If dentists licensed in other states 
work the event, then an exemption can be requested.  5) Mark Rosenthal petitioned the 
Board to grant an exemption under T.C.A. §63-5-109 for dental residents to participate in 
CODA approved residency programs at various health care facilities in Tennessee under 
the sponsorship of Lutheran Medical Center.  It was the consensus of the Board to table 
action on this request until the July meeting. 

 

REPORTS  The Board received the following reports for review: 

 Executive Director  Dea Smith gave an administrative report of the activities that have 
transpired in the administrative office since the last meeting.  As of February 28th, 2015, the 
Board has a total of 17,413 active licensees.   

 Office of Investigation  Nichelle Dorroh provided the Board with a report detailing the 
number of complaints currently open in Investigations as well as a summary of currently 
monitored practitioners. 

 Office of General Counsel   Ms. Putnam presented the Board with a report from the Office of 
General Counsel and discussed SB0753/HB0117, SB1214/HB0976 and SB1279/HB1288 with 
the Board.  The Anesthesia and sedation rules are expected to become effective by the end of 
June, 2015, and the Ethics and Jurisprudence rules are still in the review process. 

Wellness Committee  Dr. Wayne McElhiney provided the Board with the Quarterly Report of 
Activities of the Wellness Committee for the period October 2014 – December 2014 together with 
financial documentation.  He requested a 4.9% increase in the budget due to increase in travel, 
seminars and practitioner consultations.  Dr. Prince made a motion to approve the increase.  
Second was given by Ms. Puckett.  Motion carried.  Dr. McElhiney asked the Board to add the 
language “as it pertains to dentistry” to the second paragraph of the Policy Statement on 
Controlled Substance Continuing Education Requirement so that it now reads:  “The continuing 
education must include instruction in the department’s treatment guidelines on opioids, 
benzodiazepines, barbiturates, and carisoprodol, and may include such other topics as medicine 
addiction, risk management tools, and other topics as it pertains to dentistry.”  It was the 
consensus of the Board to make the change. 
 

CLINICAL ISSUES COMMITTEE  Ms. Vaughn updated the Board on items discussed at the 
Clinical Issues Committee meeting.  The Committee will draft a checklist for information that 
needs to be sent to the Board when a dental assisting program is requesting approval.  The 
Committee wants to update the packet that goes to the schools to reflect the minimum 
requirements necessary to obtain approval.  The Committee will meet again on June 12, 2015. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS  The Board discussed the Music City Dental Conference to be held May 7, 
2015.  There will be a question and answer period for attendees with board members and Ms. 
Putnam. 
 
Dr. Meadows raised a concern about the amount of civil penalties that the Board has levied for 
licensees found to have forged a CE or CPR document.  It was the consensus of the Board that 
the amount of civil penalties be increased from $100 per forged document to $100 per hour that is 
forged, with CPR counting as four hours. 
 

CONSENT ORDER(S) 

 MURRAY S. ALPERIN, DDS – Dr. Alperin entered into a Consent Order wherein he 
stipulated to failing to check the Controlled Substance Monitoring Database for possible 
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drug seeking behavior on a patient for whom he prescribed pain medication.  Dr. Alperin 
agreed to probation of his dental license for one year.  Ms. Puckett made a motion to 
approve as presented.  Second was given by Dr. Hall.  Motion carried. 

 MARY A. CASTRO, RDA  Ms. Castro entered into a Consent Order where she stipulated 
to operating outside the scope of her registration as a dental assistant.  Ms. Castro agreed 
to probation of her dental assistant registration for a period of five (5) years, completion of 
fifteen (15) hours of continuing education hours pertaining to the scope of practice for 
dental assistants, and the payment of $2,000.00 in civil penalties.  Dr. Prince made a 
motion to accept as presented.  Second was given by Dr. DeWald.  Motion carried with 
Ms. Puckett voting no. 

 AMBER J. GOLDBERG, RDA – Ms. Goldberg entered into a Consent Order where she 
acknowledged forging her CPR card for the audit period 2011-2012.  Ms. Goldberg agreed 
to a reprimand of her license and the payment of $100.00 in civil penalties.  Motion was 
made by Dr. Prince to accept as presented.  Second was given by Dr. DeWald.   Motion 
carried. 

 LINDSEY A. MOSLEY, RDA – Ms. Mosley entered into a Consent Order wherein she 
stipulated to pleading guilty to domestic assault that resulted in fines and probation until 
September 3, 2015.  Ms. Mosley agreed to have her dental assistant registration placed on 
probation to run concurrent with her criminal probation.  Dr. Maroda made a motion to 
accept the Consent Order as presented.  Second was given by Dr. DeWald.  Motion 
carried. 

 WENDY A. NACRELLI, RDA. Ms. Nacrelli entered into a Consent Order wherein she 
stipulated to forging one of the certificates she submitted in response to being audited for 
continuing education for the 2011/2012 audit cycle and failing to complete the required 
continuing education.  Ms. Nacrelli agreed to a reprimand of her registration, pay a civil 
penalty in the amount of $100.00 and make up the deficiency education hours.  Dr. 
Maroda made a motion to accept as presented.  Second was given by Dr. DeWald.  
Motion carried. 

 ANTARPREET SINGH, DDS – Dr. Singh entered into an Agreed Order wherein she 
stipulated to allowing a dental assistant to work on an expired license for eight months.  Dr. 
Singh agreed to a reprimand of her dental license and the payment of $2,000.00 in civil 
penalties.  Dr. Prince made a motion to accept as presented.  Second was given by Dr. 
DeWald.  Motion carried with Dr. Holt recusing himself. 

 ROBBIE M. TINDLE, RDA – Ms. Tindle entered into a Consent Order wherein she 
stipulated to writing and calling in prescriptions for Lortab for herself and her husband 
without the supervising dentist’s authorization and not pursuant to a doctor-patient 
relationship.  Ms. Tindle agreed to a suspension of her dental registration and to undergo 
an evaluation by the Wellness Committee, then probation for a period of five (5) years.  Dr. 
DeWald made a motion to accept as presented.  Second was given by Ms. Puckett.  
Motion carried with Dr. Hall recusing herself. 
 

ORDERS OF COMPLIANCE 

 RICHARD BOEHM, DDS – Dr. Boehm petitioned the Board for an Order of Compliance in 
regard to a conditional licensure letter entered into on February 13, 2012, in which his 
license was placed on probation.  Based upon the evidence presented and the affidavit of 
the Disciplinary Coordinator, Dr. Boehm proved to the satisfaction of the Board that he had 
complied with all provisions of the referenced conditional licensure letter.  Dr. Maroda 
made a motion to approve.  Second was given by Dr. DeWald.  Motion carried. 
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 JOSHUA GROOMS, DDS – Dr. Grooms petitioned the Board for an Order of Compliance 
in regard to a Consent Order entered into on January 31, 2014, in which his license was 
placed on probation.  Based upon the evidence presented and the affidavit of the 
Disciplinary Coordinator, Dr. Grooms proved to the satisfaction of the Board that he had 
complied with all provisions of the referenced conditional licensure letter.  Dr. Maroda 
made a motion to approve.  Second was given by Dr. Hall.  Motion carried. 
 

AGREED CITATIONS 

 Continuing Education  Dr. Hall made a motion to approve the following Agreed Citations 
for failure to maintain sufficient continuing education hours and/or CPR certification during 
the years audited: 

Abdulahi, Fethi DDS Fisher, Jack, DDS Pearson, Heather, RDH 
Acosta, John DDS Fulcher, Angela, DA Petrey, Susan, RDH 
Adair, Carol, RDH Geisler, Deborah, RDH Rayfield. Dian, RDH 
Adams, Lindsey, RDH Gordon, Alicia, DDS Reynolds, Kathy, RDH 
Allen, Kristi, RDH Hamilton, Melissa, RDH Rountree, James, DDS 
Brocato, Laura, DA Koltay, Trina, RDH Williams, Tamica, DA 
Dixon, Lauri, DA Lane, Edward, DDS 

Second was given by Dr. DeWald.  Motion carried. 
 

 Lapsed License  Dr. Hall made a motion to approve the Agreed Citations executed by the 
following individuals who acknowledged they worked on an expired license: 

Cook, Stacie, DA Crowell, Susan, DA Lee, Eva, RDH 
Cox, Jessica, DA Hottel, Timothy, DDS Noel, Seirra, DA 
Creasy, Lori, DA Housewright, Holly, RDH Suggs, Mitzi, RDH 

Second was given by Ms. Puckett.  Motion carried. 
 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 


















































































































































































































































































































	A. March 27 2015 minutes
	C. 1. Ratifications DDS
	C. 2. Ratifications RDH
	C. 3. Ratifications DA

