TENNESSEE BOARD OF DISPENSING OPTICIANS
 MEETING MINUTES

DATE:


November 4, 2014
TIME:


9:00 A.M., CST

LOCATION:


Health Related Boards Conference Center

Poplar Room

665 Mainstream Dr
Nashville, TN 37243
BOARD MEMBERS

PRESENT:


Donald Wells, DPO, Chairman 





LeRhonda Walton-Hill, DPO, Secretary 




Kimberly Jackson, DPO
Felda Stacy, DPO

Greg DeCrow, DPO

BOARD MEMBER
ABSENT:


Edward Risby, Consumer Member



STAFF

PRESENT:


Yvette Hernandez, Board Administrator




Teddy Wilkins, Unit 1 Director 




            Matt Gibbs, Office of General Counsel, Assistant General Counsel  

Mr. Wells, Board Chair called the meeting to order at 9:12 a.m. and declared a quorum.

Minutes

No minutes to present.

OGC Report
Mr. Gibbs stated there are currently seven (7) open cases for discipline in the Office of General Counsel. There is one (1) Consent Order to be presented to the Board of Dispensing Opticians.
The proposed rules heard on February 4, 2014, are undergoing review at the Attorney General’s Office, as of October 24, 2014. Once approved, the rules will be filed with the Secretary of State. They will take effect ninety (90) days after the date of filing, pending review by the Joint Government Operations Committee.
The final stages of Internal Review by the Office of General Counsel are being conducted for a rule change to the Continuing Education rule. A rulemaking hearing is expected to occur in January 2015 which proposes that all licensees obtain one (1) hour of jurisprudence as part of the continuing education requirements, in addition to the current continuing education requirements. Under the proposed rule change, licensees could obtain the one (1) hour of jurisprudence by either attending the morning session of the Board’s regularly scheduled board meeting or successfully completing the Board’s Continuing Education Jurisprudence Credit examination.
Mr. Gibbs presented a Consent Order on Carol F. Arney, License # 1533.  Ms. Arney failed to complete sufficient continuing education and was assessed a civil penalty in the amount of $100.00.  Ms. Walton-Hill made a motion to approve the consent order, seconded by Ms. Jackson. 

Investigative Report
Ms. Dorroh stated currently they don’t have any new complaints in the office, two (2) complaints in the field are being investigated and one (1) returned from the field for a second review.
Administrator Report

There are 860 active licensed dispensing opticians and 405 active apprentices. From August 1, 2014 to October 28, 2014, there are one (1) new apprentice, ten (10) newly licensed, three (3) licenses were retired, eight (8) licensees failed to renew and four (4) are deceased. 
Newly Licensed

Ms. Walton-Hill made a motion, seconded by Mr. DeCrow, to approve the following new licensees:  The motion carried.
	Marlene Alberta Crawford
	Candace Marie Davis

	Jenney Freytag
	Mollee A. Graham

	Angela Michele Holt
	Leah Marie Jones

	Julie Anne Phillips
	Patricia Jo Sullivan

	Courtney Amber Taylor
	 


Apprentice Program Requests

Ms. Walton-Hill made a recommendation to accept the other names applying for the apprentice training program. Ms. Jackson made a motion, seconded by Ms. Jackson. The motion carried.
	Carla Barnes
	Christopher Cochran

	Chelsea Colby
	Eleanor Davis

	Melanie DeGeorgio
	Jennifer Feld

	Michael Graham Jr.
	Charleen Hickey

	Lena Jennings
	Tammy Johnson

	Kristin Kirk
	Lisa Manley

	Ashley Maston
	Lacey Pinkston

	Wanda Quintana
	Samantha Rose



	Christina Satterly
	Glenda Speight

	Kelsey Szymanski
	Lauren Thompson

	Ashley West
	


Requests to Sit for the Practical Exam
Ms. Walton-Hill made a motion, seconded by Mr. DeCrow to approve the following dispensing opticians’ applicants to sit for the practical examination:

	Robert Bearss
	Linda Bello

	Lauren Combs
	James Gorszczyk

	Amber Gross
	Nicholas Munding

	Angela Phillips
	Amy Scott

	Frank Stroh
	Ryan Vogel


Reinstatement Applications

Ms. Walton-Hill made a motion, seconded by Ms. Stacey, to approve the following reinstated applicant. The motion carried.

	Lori A. Moore DPO


	


Continuing Education 

Quantum Optical – Ms. Stacey made a motion to approve all 76 courses in all three (3) books, seconded by Mr. Jackson. Motion carried.
Correspondence

April Thatcher sent a request for an extension of her 2014 continuing education; Ms. Walton-Hill made a motion to approve the make-up hours for 2014 continuing education in 2015, seconded by Mr. DeCrow. Motion carried.
.
Roy Ferguson sent a letter to address complaints regarding the National Optician’s Practical Examination and questions. Mr. Gibbs stated to the Board members they can’t give advice on this topic. Mr. Gibbs will meet with Mr. Ferguson and will need another person meet with him the Board suggested Mike Goggin, Darryl Lassiter or Kathy Hawkins. Mr. Gibbs stated this issue will not get resolved by the next Board meeting and they will need to gather facts.
Discussion of Supervisor requirements 
The Board has three (3) apprentice files with supervisors with less than three (3) years experience. There was a misunderstanding on the rulemaking hearing that the new rule would be effective immediately. The three (3) apprentices changed supervisors that meet the three (3) years experience requirement. Ms. Walton-Hill made a motion that they continue to keep their time, seconded by Ms. Stacey. Motion carried.
With no other Board business to discuss, Ms. Walton-Hill made a motion, seconded by Mr. DeCrow to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 11:11 AM.
Ratified by the Board of Dispensing Opticians on April 29, 2015.
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