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Module 2: Using WIDA Standards and 
Assessment Results 

Essential Question 
In what ways can we use an EL student’s performance level, background knowledge, and 
language proficiency to tailor instruction to meet the student’s academic and linguistic needs? 

Agenda 
In today’s professional learning experience, you will: 

• Observe WIDA’s 10 Guiding Principles of Language Development and 15 Essential
Actions.

• Review WIDA Standards and how they connect with Tennessee Academic Standards.
• Become familiar with WIDA ACCESS for ELs Score Reports.
• Experience how the CAN DO Descriptors can aid classroom teachers.
• Navigate the WIDA website.
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The Cornerstone of WIDA’s Standards: Guiding 
Principles of Language Development 

1. Students’ languages and cultures are valuable resources to be tapped and
incorporated into schooling.

Escamilla & Hopewell (2010); Goldenberg & Coleman (2010); Garcia (2005); Freeman, Freeman, & Mercuri (2002); González, Moll, & 
Amanti (2005); Scarcella (1990) 

2. Students’ home, school, and community experiences influence their
language development.

Nieto (2008); Payne (2003); Collier (1995); California State Department of Education (1986) 

3. Students draw on their metacognitive, metalinguistic, and metacultural awareness
to develop proficiency in additional languages.

Cloud, Genesee, & Hamayan (2009); Bialystok (2007); Chamot & O’Malley (1994); Bialystok (1991); 
Cummins (1978) 

4. Students' academic language development in their native language facilitates their
academic language development in English. Conversely, students' academic language
development in English informs their academic language development in their native
language.

Escamilla & Hopewell (2010); Gottlieb, Katz, & Ernst-Slavit (2009); Tabors (2008); Espinosa (2009); August & Shanahan (2006); Genesee, Lindholm-
Leary, Saunders, & Christian (2006); Snow (2005); Genesee, Paradis, & Crago (2004); August & Shanahan (2006); Riches & Genesee (2006); 

Gottlieb (2003); Schleppegrell & Colombi (2002); Lindholm  & Molina (2000); Pardo & Tinajero (1993) 

5. Students learn language and culture through meaningful use and interaction.

Brown (2007); Garcia & Hamayan, (2006); Garcia (2005); Kramsch (2003); Díaz-Rico & Weed (1995); 
Halliday & Hasan (1989); Damen (1987) 
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6. Students use language in functional and communicative ways that vary according
to context.

Schleppegrell (2004); Halliday (1976); Finocchiaro & Brumfit (1983) 

7. Students develop language proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and
writing interdependently, but at different rates and in different ways.

Gottlieb & Hamayan (2007); Spolsky (1989); Vygotsky (1962) 

8. Students’ development of academic language and academic content knowledge
are inter-related processes.

Gibbons (2009); Collier & Thomas (2009); Gottlieb, Katz, & Ernst-Slavit (2009); Echevarria, Vogt, & Short (2008); Zwiers (2008); Gee (2007); Bailey 
(2007); Mohan (1986) 

9. Students' development of social, instructional, and academic language, a complex
and long-term process, is the foundation for their success in school.

Anstrom, et.al. (2010); Francis, Lesaux, Kieffer, & Rivera (2006); Bailey & Butler (2002); Cummins (1979) 

10. Students’ access to instructional tasks requiring complex thinking is enhanced when
linguistic complexity and instructional support match their levels of language
proficiency.

Gottlieb, Katz, & Ernst-Slavit (2009); Gibbons (2009, 2002); Vygotsky (1962)
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Essential Actions for Academic Language Success 

ACTION 1 
Capitalize on the 
resources and 
experiences that ELLs 
bring to school to 
build and enrich their 
academic language. 

ACTION 2 
Analyze the academic 
language demands 
involved in grade-level 
teaching and learning. 

ACTION 3 
Plan differentiated 
language instruction 
around the conceptual 
knowledge and 
language development 
of ELLs. 

ACTION 4 
Connect language and 
content to make 
learning relevant and 
meaningful for ELLs. 

ACTION 5 
Focus on the 
developmental nature 
of language learning 
within grade-level 
curriculum. 

ACTION 6 
Reference content 
standards and 
language development 
standards in planning 
for language learning. 

ACTION 7 
Design language 
teaching and learning 
with attention to the 
sociocultural context. 

ACTION 8 
Provide opportunities 
for all ELLs to engage 
in higher-order 
thinking. 

ACTION 9 
Create language-rich 
classroom 
environments with 
ample time for 
language practice and 
use. 

ACTION 10 
Identify the language 
needed for functional 
use in teaching and 
learning. 

ACTION 11 
Plan for language 
teaching and learning 
around discipline-
specific topics. 

ACTION 12 
Use instructional 
supports to help 
scaffold language 
learning. 

ACTION 13 
Integrate language 
domains to provide 
rich, authentic 
instruction. 

ACTION 14 
Coordinate and 
collaborate in 
planning for language 
and content teaching 
and learning. 

ACTION 15 
Share responsibility so 
that all teachers are 
language teachers and 
support one another 
within communities of 
practice. 
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The Five WIDA English Language Development Standards 

The WIDA English Language Development Standards represent the social, instructional, and 
academic language that students need to engage with peers, educators, and curriculum in 
schools. 
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Support Examples 

Specific Examples of Sensory Supports 
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Examples of Graphic Supports 
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CAN DO Descriptors 
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Plot the sample student’s ACCESS for ELs results on these CAN DO Descriptors: 
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www.wida.us
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