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	STEP 1: Read about it 
Text should be short, complex and worthy of a close read. Select a text that allows you to deepen your students understanding of your content standards.  

	
TN State Standard – Broadcasting 1 - 12. Students will analyze the effects of media on society; 12.1A Analyzes ethics in today’s media, such as music, advertising, video games, point-of-view journalism, social media, blogs, etc., versus those of previous generations; 12.1B Debate pros and cons of today’s media effects on society; 12.2 Demonstrates ethical behaviors in what is written, spoken, or presented in any form.

Title – “The Psychological Effects of Violent Media on Children”
Author – Aimee Tompkins
Lexile – 1360
Link - http://allpsych.com/journal/violentmedia.html

Title – “Research Shows Violent Media Do Not Cause Violent Behavior”
Author – Gene Beresin and Steve Schlozman
Lexile – 1410
Link - http://www.massgeneral.org/children/about/newsarticle.aspx?id=3929




	STEP 2: Think about it
Students experience the text for a second time paying attention to specific details or concepts prompted by teacher questions.  Focus here is on context and building academic vocabulary.

	
1. Describe the relationship between watching violent media and violent acts in children. What does the research say?
2. What factors play a role on the impact of violent media on children?




	STEP 3: Talk about it 
Teacher leads the class in a discussion of the text through text-based questions, pushing students for deeper meaning and textual evidence to support their claims.   Teacher may keep the class in whole group discussion or break into smaller groups to drive discussions.  Focus here is on context and building academic vocabulary.

	1. What evidence does Tompkins present to support the claim that violent media does increase violent behavior in children?
2. What evidence do Beresin and Schlozman present to refute the claim that violent media increases violent behavior in children?
3. What tips do Beresin and Schlozman give for parents and what research, referenced in the text, supports those recommendations?




	STEP 4: Write about it 
Students should now put their new learning into writing by responding to a prompt.   Academic language should be used accurately in writing.  Data Analysis should be included if appropriate.

	
Based on the texts you have read, develop a logical argumentative essay supporting or opposing the viewpoint that violent media causes violent behavior. Support your claim using valid reasoning and evidence from the texts. Be sure to develop your claim and counterclaim addressing the strengths and limitations of each.
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