
2017

New standards in 
math and ELA are 
implemented

TNReady will be aligned 
to the new standards in 
math and ELA 

2016

State adopts new standards in 
math, ELA, and science, which 

are further aligned to 
postsecondary expectations

Tennessee is named the 
"star of the star states" 
based on exceptional 
student performance on 
NAEP's science assessment.

2015

First year of TNReady 
tests in math and 

English and new social 
studies test

Tennessee is again named the 
fastest improving state on NAEP 
based on student performance in 
reading and math.

2013

Tennessee becomes fastest 
improving state on the National 
Assessment for Educational 
Progress (NAEP), also known as 
the nation’s report card, based on 
student performance in reading 
and math. 

2011

State adopts new standards in 
math and English language 

arts, which are more aligned to 
postsecondary expectations

2010

First year of a new 
test aligned to the 
Tennessee Diploma 
Project Standards

2008

State adopts new standards in 
math, English language arts, 
and science called the 
Tennessee Diploma Project 
Standards

2007

U.S. Chamber of Commerce gives 
Tennessee two Fs:
• Truth telling due to the vast 
discrepancy between state test 
results and national test results
• Preparing students for 
postsecondary and the workforce  

Historical Timeline of Tennessee Academic Standards 
and Required State Assessments

Standards de�ne what students should know and be able to do, and they evolve over time 
to ensure students are prepared for success in postsecondary and the workforce.




