[bookmark: _Toc416779881][bookmark: _GoBack]Appendix A: Text-to-Speech Guidance : IEP or 504 Plan Tool 
Directions: This tool has been developed to assist IEP teams and 504 plan coordinators in identifying students who may need the accommodation of text-to-speech in order to access the English language arts assessment. Inappropriate use of an accommodation may result in the student’s assessment being invalidated and the score will not be included in summary calculations. The student will be considered a participant, but the test is not scored and all reports will indicate the score was nullified.
	Guidelines for IEP Team or 504 Plan Considerations
	Additional Guidance

	The student has an Individual Education Plan (IEP) or 504 Plan
	Student has an approved IEP or current 504 plan

	In making decisions on whether to provide the student with this accommodation, IEP teams and 504 plan coordinators are instructed to consider whether the student has:
· Blindness or a visual impairment and has not yet learned (or is unable to use) braille;
Or
· A deficit that severely limits or prevents him/her from accessing text, even after varied and repeated attempts to teach the student to do so (e.g., student is unable to decode printed text);
Or
· Deafness or a hearing impairment and is severely limited or prevented from decoding text due to a documented history of early and prolonged language deprivation. 
	For the text-to-speech or human signer accommodation, the IEP team or 504 plan coordinator must determine whether the student has a disability that severely limits or prevents him or her from decoding text. 

For the text-to-speech or human signer accommodation, the IEP team or 504 plan coordinator must determine whether the student has a disability that severely limits or prevents him or her from accessing text. 

The IEP team or 504 plan must document objective evidence from a variety of sources (including state assessment, district assessment, and one or more locally-administered diagnostic assessments or other evaluations) that indicate that the student’s ability to decode text is severely limited or prevented, or that the student is blind or visually impaired and has not yet learned (or is unable to use) braille. 

	The following criteria must be met for the student to receive text to speech for TNReady ELA and TCAP Social Studies:
· The student has access to printed text during routine instruction through a reader or other spoken-text audio format, or interpreter;
· The student’s inability to access text or read braille is documented in evaluation summaries from locally-administered diagnostic assessments and listed in the present levels of educational performance and/or narrative sections of the IEP;
· The student receives ongoing, intensive intervention and/or instruction in the foundational reading skills to continue to attain the important college and career-ready skill of independent reading. 
	List the data and evaluation sources:
1. Name of diagnostic evaluation or educational assessment and scores;
2. A summary of the results;
3. Additional assessments and results;
4. The instructional intervention and supports specifically related to reading that are currently provided to the student:
· Intensive reading interventions have been provided for ___ years.
· List the specific school years and frequency __________________
· Describe and list the specific reading interventions provided to the student.  



