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Rhea Nikki Harris (423) 493-5953 
 224 Fourth Avenue, Suite 105, Dayton, TN 
 37321 
Marion Nikki Harris (423) 493-5953 
 4926 East Main, Jasper, TN 37347 
Sequatchie Nikki Harris (423) 493-5953 
 108 Old York Hwy. East, Dunlap, TN 37327 
13th Judicial District  
Clay Gayla Jestice (931) 646-3119 
 1300 Salem Road, Cookeville, TN 38501 
Cumberland Gayla Jestice (931) 646-3119 
 136 Dooley St., Suite 201, Crossville, TN  
  38555 
DeKalb Tonya Scott (931) 267-3870 or 931-646-3000 
 1300 Salem Rd, Cookeville, TN 38506 
Overton Gayla Jestice (931) 646-3119 
 809 North Church Street, Livingston, TN 
 38570 
Pickett Gayla Jestice (931) 646-3119 
 809 North Church Street, Livingston, TN 
 38570 
Putnam Gayla Jestice (931) 646-3119 
 1300 Salem Rd, Cookeville, TN 38506 
White Tonya Scott (931) 267-3870 or 931-646-3000 
 620A Roosevelt Drive, Sparta, TN 38583 
14th Judicial District  
Coffee Kellie Harmon (931) 454-1934 
 151 Freeman Street, Tullahoma, TN 37388 
15th Judicial District  
Jackson Tonya Scott (931) 267-3870 or 931-646-3000 
 1300 Salem Road, Cookeville, TN 38501 
Macon Gayla Jestice (931) 646-3119 
 317 Hwy. 52 Bypass East, LaFayette, TN 
 37083 
Smith Tonya Scott (931) 267-3870 or 931-646-3000 
 117 Eatherly Landing,  Carthage, TN 37030 
Trousdale Carrie Brock (615) 451-5818 
 217 East High Street Suite 3, Lebanon TN 
 37087 
Wilson Carrie Brock (615) 451-5818 
 217 East High Street Suite 3, Lebanon TN 
 37087 
16th Judicial District  
Cannon Tonya Scott (931) 267-3870 or 931-646-3000 
 325 Bryant Lane, Woodbury, TN 37190 
Rutherford Lindsay Hester (615) 217-8900 
 434 Jayhawk Court, Rutherford TN 37128 
17th Judicial District  
Bedford Kellie Harmon (931) 454-1934 
 151 Freeman Street, Tullahoma, TN 37388 
Lincoln Kellie Harmon (931) 454-1934 
 151 Freeman Street, Tullahoma, TN 37388 
Marshall Kellie Harmon (931) 454-1934 
 1400 College Park Drive, Suite A, Columbia, 
 TN 38401 
Moore Kellie Harmon (931) 454-1934 
 151 Freeman Street, Tullahoma, TN 37388 
18th Judicial District  
Sumner Carrie Brock (615) 451-5818 
 393 Maple Street, Suite 201, Gallatin TN 
37066  

Department of Children’s Services, Publication 
Authorization No. 359006, January 2007; 30,000 copies.  

This document was promulgated at a cost of $ .03 per copy 

25th Judicial District  
Fayette Mary Beth Duke (731) 421-2014 
 108 Kay Drive,  Somerville, TN 38068 
Hardeman Mary Beth Duke (731) 421-2014 
 795 Tennessee Street, Bolivar, TN 38008 
Lauderdale Mary Beth Duke (731) 421-2014 
 417 S. Washington Ripley, TN 38063 
McNairy Mary Beth Duke (731) 421-2014 
 37 College Drive, Selmer, TN 38375 
Tipton Mary Beth Duke  (731) 421-2014 
 724 Naifeh Plaza, Hwy. 51 North, Covington, 
 TN 38019 
26th Judicial District  
Chester Mary Beth Duke  (731) 421-2014 
 1306 Hwy. 45, North Henderson, TN 38340 
Henderson Mary Beth Duke (731) 421-2014 
 37 Church Street, West Lexington, TN 38351 
Madison Mary Beth Duke (731) 421-2014 
 225 Martin Luther King Jr. Jackson TN 38301 
27th Judicial District  
Obion Phyllis Webb (731) 286-8304 
 1416 Stad Avenue, Union City TN 38281 
Weakley Phyllis Webb (731) 286-8304 
 8600 Highway 22, Dresden, TN 38225 
28th Judicial District  
Crockett Phyllis Webb (731) 286-8304 
 169 Cherry Street, North Alamo, TN 38001 
Gibson Phyllis Webb (731) 286-8304 
 802 Gibson Road, Trenton, TN 38382 
Haywood Mary Beth Duke (731) 421-2014 
 1199 South Dupree Street, Brownsville, TN 
 38012 
29th Judicial District  
Dyer Phyllis Webb (731) 286-8304 
 1979 St. John Avenue, Suite F, Dyersburg, TN 
 38024 
Lake Phyllis Webb (731) 286-8304 
 217 Church Street, Tiptonville, TN 38079 
30th Judicial District  
Shelby LaTondra Lewis (901) 578-4281 
 170 North Main, Memphis, TN 38103 
31st Judicial District  
Van Buren Tonya Scott (931) 267-3870 or 931-646-3000 
 College Street, Spencer, TN 38585 
Warren Tonya Scott (931) 267-3870 or 931-646-3000 
 1200 Belmont Dr, McMinnville, TN 37110 

 

19th Judicial District  
Montgomery Patty Oldham (931)503-3211 
 350 Pageant Lane, Suite 401, Clarksville 
 TN 37040 
Robertson Patty Oldham (931)503-3211 
 812 South Brown Street, Springfield TN 
 37172 
20th Judicial District  
Davidson Sherry Porter  (615) 360-4450 
 900 Second Avenue, North, Nashville 
 TN 37243 
21st Judicial District  
Hickman Kellie Harmon (931) 454-1934 
 108 Progress Center Plaza, Canterville, 
 TN 37033 
Lewis Kellie Harmon (931) 454-1934 
 200 Joe Avenue, East, Hohenwald, TN 
 38462 
Perry Kellie Harmon (931) 454-1934 
 540 D Highway 64, East Waynesboro, 
 TN 38485 
Williamson Lindsay Hester (615) 217-8900 
 1810 Columbia Ave., Franklin TN 37064 
22nd Judicial District  
Giles Kellie Harmon (931) 454-1934 
 631 East Madison Street, Pulaski, TN 
 38478 
Lawrence Kellie Harmon (931) 454-1934 
 410 West Gaines Street, Lawerenceburg, 
 TN 38464 
Maury Kellie Harmon (931) 454-1934 
 1400 College Park Drive, Suite A, Columbia, 
 TN 38401 
Wayne Kellie Harmon (931) 454-1934 
 540 D Highway 64, East Waynesboro, 
 TN 38485 
23rd Judicial District  
Cheatham Patty Oldham  (931)503-3211 
 286 Frey Street, Ashland City, TN 37015 
Dickson Lindsay Hester (615) 217-8900 
 222 State Street, Dickson, TN 37055 
Houston Lindsay Hester (615) 217-8900 
 222 State Street, Dickson, TN 37055 
Humphries Lindsay Hester (615) 217-8900  
 1207 Highway 70 West, Waverly, TN 
 37185 
Stewart Patty Oldham (931) 503-3211 
 1011 Spring Street, Dover, TN 37058 
24th Judicial District  
Benton Phyllis Webb (731) 286-8304 
 216 North 641 Hwy., Camden, TN  38320 
Carroll Phyllis Webb  (731) 286-8304 
 20810 Main Street, East Huntingdon, TN  
 38344 
Decatur Mary Beth Duke (731) 421-2014 
 425 W. Highland, Decaturville, TN  38329 
Hardin Mary Beth Duke (731) 421-2014 
 1035 Wayne Road, Savannah, TN 38372 
Henry Phyllis Webb (731) 286-8304 
 1023 Mineral Wells Avenue, Suite F, Paris 

TN 38242 



 
Are you less than 18 years old and pregnant? 
 
If you are under 18 and you are pregnant, you may be 
worried and confused about what to do next.  You can call 
the toll free Tennessee Department of Children’s Services 
hot line number at 1-866-441-7495.  They can tell you 
about resources that can help you with this difficult 
decision and that can help you if you choose to continue 
your pregnancy and parent your child or give the baby up 
for adoption.   State law requires DCS to provide you 
with written information about the procedures you must 
follow if you choose to have an abortion, which is the 
reason for this brochure. 
 
What are my options?
 
You have several options, including continuing your 
pregnancy and either parenting the child or allowing a 
relative to raise the child, or giving the baby up for 
adoption.  Another option is to have an abortion.  If you 
decide to have an abortion, State law requires that you 
have the written consent of one of your parents or your 
legal guardian before an abortion can be performed.  If 
your parents refuse to give consent or  you do not want to 
ask for their help,  you can ask a Juvenile Court Judge to 
drop this requirement for you.   Tenn. Code Ann. § 37-10-
301 et seq. requires that DCS  provide a “court advocate”  
(a social worker with specialized training in the court 
proceedings required by this  law), who can provide you 
with further information and attend court proceedings 
with you. 
 
How do I ask the Judge for help?
 
To be excused from the parental consent requirement, you 
must file a petition (fill out a form) in a Juvenile Court (in 
some counties the General Sessions Court).  You may file 
this in any county in Tennessee.  All documents from the 
court proceedings will be sealed to protect your 
confidentiality, and the hearing is not open to the public.  
To protect your privacy,  you will use your initials instead 
of your name on the petition, except for one copy, which 
is sealed.  If there is a person who is at least 18 years old 
who can help you,  that person  (called a “next friend” 
under the law) may  participate in the court  proceedings 
on your behalf. 
 
What will it cost to go to court?
 
The courts may not charge you any fees for the court 
proceedings. 

Will DCS help me pay for the abortion?
 
No, DCS does not pay for abortions.  
 
Will DCS help me decide what I should do?
 
No, DCS will give you information about going to 
court and provide someone who can go with you, 
and coordinate with your lawyer.   If you need help 
in deciding, DCS will refer you to other 
professionals who can help you. 
 
How can I get in touch with DCS?
 
Call the DCS court advocate for your area listed 
below in this brochure.  You may also call the DCS 
toll free hot line at 1-866-441-7495 to obtain more 
information.  The hot line is answered 8:30 AM to 
4:30 PM (Central Standard Time) Monday through 
Friday and from Noon to 5:00 PM on Saturdays. 

What information do I need to have before going to 
court? 
 
You will need to tell the court approximately how 
many weeks pregnant you are.  You must also state that 
you have spoken with the doctor who will perform the 
abortion or a referring doctor, and that you have been 
fully informed of the risks and consequences of having 
an abortion. 
 
What happens at the hearing?
 
At the hearing, you don’t have to show that you are of 
sound mind or that you have sufficient mental capacity 
to consent to the abortion. You will only have to show 
that you are mature and well informed enough to 
decide to have an abortion, or that the abortion would 
be in your best interest. 
 
Will I need a lawyer to go to Court? 
 
The court will advise you when you file the petition 
that you have a right to court-appointed counsel, and 
will appoint a lawyer for you upon your request.  You 
will not have to pay for this lawyer.  
 
How long will it take to go to court? 
 
Once you file your petition, the court must conduct a 
hearing no later than the next business day.  The court 
must then reach a decision on your situation within 48 
hours.  It is possible for the 48 hour time limit to be 
extended at your request. 
 
What if the Judge denies my request? 
 
If the judge does not excuse you from the consent 
requirement, you can appeal the Judge’s decision to a 
higher court.  If you think you want to appeal, it is very 
important to ask for a lawyer when you file your 
petition, because you have only 24 hours from the time 
of the court’s decision, or from its failure to decide in 
48 hours, to file your appeal with the Circuit Court.  If 
you need to appeal to the Circuit Court and then the 
Tennessee Supreme Court, the process could take more 
than two weeks to obtain a final decision.  

DCS HOTLINE  
1-866-441-7495 

Jefferson Laura Forbes (423) 625-0464 
 1108 Gateway Park Dr, Morristown, TN 
 37813 
Sevier Jamie Robinson (865) 429-7012 
 115 Allensville Rd, Sevierville, TN 37876 
5th Judicial District  
Blount Hilary Stone (865) 981-2366 
 303 Home Avenue, Maryville, TN 37801 
6th Judicial District  
Knox Lisa Galloway (865) 594-6633 
 Pat Newman (865) 594-6633  
 3712 Middlebrook Pike, Suite 210,  Knoxville, 
 TN 37921 
7th Judicial District  

List of Court Advocates 
1st Judicial District  
Carter Betty Folkner  (423) 279-1954 
 206 Cherokee Park Drive, Elizabethton, 
 TN 37643 
Johnson Betty Folkner (423) 279-1954 
 150 East Main St, Mountain City, TN 
 37683 
Unicoi Betty Folkner (423) 279-1954 

2193 Feathers Chapel Rd, Suite 2, 
Blountville, TN 37617 

Washington Betty Folkner (423) 279-1954 
2555 Plymouth Rd., Johnson City, TN 
37601 

2nd Judicial District  
Sullivan Betty Folkner (423) 279-1954 

707 North Eastman Rd., Kingsport, TN 
37664 

3rd Judicial District  
Greene Betty Folkner (423) 279-1954 
 130 Serral Drive Greeneville, TN 37745 
Hamblen Deb Lawson (423) 318-6800 
 1108 Gateway Park Dr, Morristown, TN 
 37813 
Hancock Betty Folkner (423) 279-1954 
 111 Campbell Dr., Sneedville, TN 37869 
Hawkins Betty Folkner (423) 279-1954 

4017 Hwy 66 South, Suite 1, Rogersville, 
TN 37857 

4th Judicial District  
Cocke Laura Forbes (423) 625-0464 
 1108 Gateway Park Dr, Morristown, TN 
 37813 
Grainger Leslie England (423) 526-5549 
 1108 Gateway Park Dr, Morristown, TN 
 37813 

Anderson Melissa Dunning (423) 566-9714 x150 
 182 Frank L Diggs Drive Suite 100, 
 Clinton, TN 37716 
8th Judicial District  
Campbell Melissa Dunning  (423) 566-9714 x150 
 2221 Jacksboro Pike, Suite C-19B,  LaFollette, 
 TN 37766 
Claiborne Leslie England (423) 526-5549 
 1108 Gateway Park Dr, Morristown, TN 
 37813 
Fentress Gayla Jestice (931) 646-3119 
 809 North Church St, Livingston, TN 
 38570 
Scott Melissa Dunning (423) 566-9714 x150 
 104 Fire Hall Dr, Huntsville, TN 37756 
Union Melissa Dunning (423) 566-9714 x150 
 182 Frank L Diggs Drive Suite 100, 
 Clinton, TN 37716 
9th Judicial District  
Louden Melissa Dunning (423) 566-9714 x 150 
 485 Pinetop St., Lenior City, TN 37772 
Meigs Nikki Harris (423) 493-5953 
 17619 State Hwy, Decatur, TN 37322 
Morgan Melissa Dunning (423) 566-9714 x150 
 1326 Knoxville Hwy, Wartburg, TN 37887 
Roane Melissa Dunning (423) 566-9714 x150 
 795 Larry Byrd Rd., Kingston, TN 37763 
 10th Judicial District  
Bradley Nikki Harris  (423) 493-5953 
 950 Star Vue Drive, SW Suite 1, Cleveland, 
 TN 37323 
McMinn Nikki Harris (423) 493-5953 
 320 White St, North Athens, TN 37303 
Monroe Melissa Dunning (423) 566-9714 x150 
 123 Pedigo Rd, Madisonville, TN 37354 
Polk Nikki Harris (423) 493-5953 
 Hwy 411 North, Benton, TN 37307 
11th Judicial District  
Hamilton Nikki Harris (423) 493-5953 
 5600 Brainerd Rd Suite C-20, 
  Chattanooga, TN 37411 
12th Judicial District  
Bledsoe Nikki Harris (423) 493-5953 
 Main St, Pikeville, TN 37367 
Franklin Nikki Harris (423) 493-5953 
 708 South College, Winchester, TN 37398 
Grundy Nikki Harris (423) 493-5953 


