State of Jennessee

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 77

SENATE BILL NO. 924
By Roberts
Substituted for: House Bill No. 959
By Hawk

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 40, Chapter 7, Part 1, relative to certain search
procedures and resulting charges by law enforcement officers.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 40, Chapter 7, Part 1, is amended by adding
the following as a new section:

(a) Before searching a person, a person's premises, or a person's vehicle, a law
enforcement officer may ask the person whether the person is in possession of a hypodermic
needle or other sharp object that may cut or puncture the officer, or whether a hypodermic
needle or other sharp object is on the premises or in the vehicle to be searched. If there is a
hypodermic needle or other sharp object on the person, on the person's premises, or in the
person's vehicle, and the person alerts the law enforcement officer of such before the search,
the person shall not be charged with or prosecuted for possession of drug paraphernalia for
the hypodermic needle or other sharp object.

(b) Subsection (a) does not apply to any other drug paraphernalia that may be
present and found during the search.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2015, the public welfare requiring it.
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