State of Tennessee
PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 712

SENATE BILL NO. 1692
By Massey, Gardenhire, Tate, Burks, Crowe
Substituted for: House Bill No. 1857

By Ryan Williams, Jernigan, Pitts, Dunn, Harry Brooks, John DeBerry, Roach, Akbari, Mark White,
Coley, Kane

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 2 and Title 49, Chapter 7,
Part 20 relative to the establishment of minimum accessibility criteria for electronic
instructional materials and related technology used by institutions of higher education.

WHEREAS, the evolution of technology has fundamentally changed the education system in
Tennessee and across the nation; and

WHEREAS, these technological advances have revolutionized access to information through
the development and proliferation of digital content; and

WHEREAS, the State of Tennessee recognizes that equality of access to educational
materials is an essential component of higher education; now, therefore,

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 2, is amended by adding
the following as a new, appropriately designated section:

(a) The executive director of the commission shall convene an accessibility task force
to develop recommendations for the general assembly related to ensuring accessibility of
digital curricula for students with disabilities at state institutions of higher education.

(b) The accessibility task force shall be composed of:

(1) A representative from the state designated protection and advocacy
system;

(2) A representative from a Tennessee organization representing blind people;

(3) A representative from a Tennessee organization representing people with
learning disabilities;

(4) A representative from the board of regents;

(5) A representative from the University of Tennessee system;

(6) A representative from the Tennessee higher education commission;

(7) A representative of non-profit independent colleges and universities; and

(8) Experts in the field of technology with specializations in accessibility, as
the executive director deems appropriate.

SECTION 2. The accessibility task force shall seek input from the public and other
stakeholders during the development of and before finalizing recommendations.

SECTION 3. The accessibility task force shall timely report its final recommendations to the
speakers of the senate and the house of representatives and the chairs of the education committees
of the senate and the house of representatives, no later than December 15, 2014.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it.
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