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PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 683 

HOUSE BILL NO. 2483 

By Representatives Floyd, Ragan 

Substituted for: Senate Bill No. 2514 

By Senator Johnson 

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 63; Title 68 and Title 71, relative to 
the needs of persons with visual impairments. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 68, Chapter 1, Part 1, is amended by 
adding the following as a new section: 

68-1-129. 

(a) The department shall develop an optical examination waiver form to permit 
any patient diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease, Alzheimer's related dementia, or 
vascular dementia, to obtain lenses, spectacles, eye glasses, or optical devices using an 
expired prescription when such patient's disease or dementia would preclude the patient 
from undergoing an optical examination. The department shall make such forms 
available on its website. 

(b) Such optical examination waiver form shall be signed by a licensed physician 
who has determined: 

(1) The patient has Alzheimer's disease, Alzheimer's related dementia, or 
vascular dementia; 

(2) The symptoms of the disease or dementia significantly affects the 
patient's ability to sit for an optical examination to obtain a new optical 
prescription; 

(3) The patient's lenses, spectacles, eye glasses, or optical devices are 
lost, broken, or damaged to a degree that renders them unusable; and 

(4) The patient would derive significant benefit from replacement. 

(c) It is lawful for any optician, optometrist, or ophthalmologist licensed in this 
state to fill the most recent expired prescription for any lenses, spectacles, eye glasses, 
or optical devices for a patient; provided the prescription is filled once pursuant to an 
optical examination waiver form described in subsection (b). 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2014, the public welfare requiring it. 
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