PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 673

HOUSE BILL NO. 1809
By Representatives Carter, Dean
Substituted for: Senate Bill No. 1930
By Senator Stevens

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 16, Chapter 1 and Title 16, Chapter
2, Part 5, relative to the definition of a case.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated Section 16-1-117(a)(1), is amended by
deleting the subdivision and by substituting instead the following:

(1) Each criminal case shall be assigned a unique docket number. A criminal
case shall be defined and reported as a single charge or set of charges arising out of a single
incident concerning a single defendant in one (1) court proceeding. An incident shall be all
criminal activity occurring on the same date. A court proceeding refers to a single level of court,
such as general sessions or circuit. An appeal, probation revocation, or other post-judgment
proceeding shall be considered a separate case. This definition shall not alter the practice in the
Tennessee rules of criminal procedure dealing with joinder and severance of criminal cases. In
addition, in courts of record, multiple incidents shall be counted as a single case when the
charges are of a related nature and it is the district attorney general's intention that all of the
charges be handled in the same court proceeding pursuant to a single indictment. If a case has
more than one (1) charge or count, then the administrative office of the courts shall count the
case according to the highest class of charge or count for the weighted caseload study based
on the formula set out in § 16-2-513(a). Nothing in this subdivision (a)(1) shall operate to
deprive court clerks of any fees to which they were entitled prior to the effective date of this act;

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2014, the public welfare requiring it.
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