State of Tennegsee

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 358

HOUSE BILL NO. 6

By Representatives Watson, Joe Carr, Evans, Weaver, Alexander, Carter, Hardaway,
Sparks, Matthew Hill, Kane, Dean, Hall, McCormick, Mark White, Todd, Littleton, Powers,
Moody, Van Huss, Womick, Shipley, Butt, Ryan Williams, Lollar, Forgety, Sanderson,
Rogers, Keisling, Curtis Johnson

Substituted for: Senate Bill No. 570
By Senators Niceley, Crowe, Bowling

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 13 and Title
. 49, Chapter 6, relative to carrying weapons on school property by certain employees.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "School Security Act of
2013". '

SECTION 2. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 8, is amended by
adding the following new section:

49-6-815.

(a) Notwithstanding § 39-17-1309 or any other provision of title 39, chapter 17,
part 13 to the contrary, the following people are permitted to possess and carry a firearm
on the grounds of the school at which they are assigned:

(1) A person employed by an LEA as a faculty or staff member at a
school within the LEA; or

(2) A person assigned to a school in accordance with a memorandum of
understanding between the chief of the appropriate law enforcement agency and
the LEA. v

(b) In order to possess and carry a firearm on the grounds of the school
pursuant to subsection (a), the person must:

(1) Be authorized to possess and carry a firearm pursuant to § 39-17-
1351;

(2) Have the joint written authorization of the director of schools in
conjunction with the principal of the school to carry or possess a firearm on
school property; and :

(3) Be a law enforcement officer, or have prior service as a law
enforcement officer, as defined in § 39-11-106, and be in compliance with all
laws, rules and regulations of the peace officer standards and training (POST)
commission, and have successfully completed forty (40) hours in basic training in
school policing as required by § 49-6-4217. Any such training shall be approved
by the LEA and the cost of the training, firearm and ammunition shall be at the
expense of the person seeking authorization and not the LEA.

(c)

(1) Within ten (10) days after the director of schools has authorized a
person to carry or possess a firearm on school property pursuant to subdivision -
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(@)(1) or (a)(2), the director shall notify the chief of the appropriate law
enforcement agency of each such authorization.

(2) The notification pursuant to this subsection shall contain basic
information about each such person including name, address, contact
information and whether the person is authorized under subdivision (a)(1) or

(a)2).

(d) The joint written authorization of the director of schools and the principal of
the school given pursuant to subdivision (b)(2), the notification transmitted to the chief of
the appropriate law enforcement agency pursuant to subdivision (c)(1), the names and
contact information of any person authorized to carry or possess a firearm on school
property pursuant to subdivision (¢)(2), any listing or compilation of names or individual
names of persons who are authorized to carry or possess a firearm on school property,
whether the director of schools and the principal of the school have or have not issued
joint written authorization to carry or possess a firearm on school property, or any other
document, file, record, information or material relating to the carrying or possessing of a
firearm on school property pursuant to this section that is received by, transmitted to,
maintained, stored or compiled by the director of schools, the principal of the school, any
LEA, or city, county or municipal law enforcement agency, shall be confidential and not
open for public inspection.

(e) Nothing in § 49-3-315 shall be construed to require an LEA or a law
enforcement agency of the county to assign or provide funding for a school resource
officer as defined in § 49-6-4202 to any city school system within that county on the
basis of the WFTEADA as defined by § 49-3-302. The providing of security or school
resource officers by a sheriff shall be considered a law enforcement function and not a
school operation or maintenance purpose that requires the apportionment of funds
pursuant to § 49-3-315.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2013 the public welfare requiring it and
shall apply to the 2013-2014 academic year and each academic year thereafter.
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