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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 661 

By Yager 

A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of Phyllis Ann Whitney Couch of Rockwood. 

WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of the 
death of Phyllis Ann Whitney Couch; and 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Couch was an exemplary public servant and consummate professional 
who worked assiduously to improve the quality of life for her fellow citizens in numerous capacities; 
and 

WHEREAS, Phyllis Couch was born in Letcher County, Kentucky, on November 4, 1936, and 
she was raised in the close-knit coal mining community of Stevens in Wise, Virginia; and 

WHEREAS, she graduated early from high school in order to marry her high school 
sweetheart, John Burton Couch, who had just returned from Army service during the Korean 
Conflict; and 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Couch graduated Salutatorian of her class at J.J. Kelly High School and 
was married the day following her graduation, wearing a borrowed prom dress for her wedding 
gown; and 

WHEREAS, she and her husband left their hometown and moved to Washington, D.C., 
where they both went to work for the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), and while employed by 
the FBI, Phyllis received an award for exemplary service from J. Edgar Hoover; and 

WHEREAS, when her husband entered college to complete his education on the G.l. Bill, 
Phyllis supported his efforts by working as an office manager and medical assistant for a psychiatric 
and behavioral health clinic; and 

WHEREAS, upon her husband's graduation from East Tennessee State University, they 
started their family, and Phyllis was a devoted homemaker for the remainder of her life; and 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Couch traveled with her husband as he built his career, and all four of their 
children were born in separate states; and 

WHEREAS, finally settling in Tennessee, Phyllis and her family lived several years in 
LaFollette, prior to making their home in Rockwood for more than thirty years; and 

WHEREAS, active in her community, Mrs. Couch served as a Club Member of the LaFollette 
Jaycettes, member of the Campbell County Garden Club and Rockwood Booster Club, and she was 
a Girl Scout Leader for ten years; and 

WHEREAS, no stranger to awards and accolades, Phyllis was a recipient of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution Award and Best Citizen Award; and 

WHEREAS, she was an active and devout member of First Baptist Church in Rockwood, 
which she served faithfully for many years as a Sunday School teacher, GA, and Acteen Leader; 
and 

WHEREAS, her numerous accomplishments aside, Mrs. Couch was also deeply devoted to 
her family and she always endeavored to remain true to family values of the highest order; and 

WHEREAS, she was preceded in death by her parents, Robert and Helen Whitney; and her 
sisters, Margaret West, Ellen Morgan, Rita Whitney, and Shirley Whitney; and 

WHEREAS, she is survived by her husband of fifty-seven years, John Burton Couch; their 
children, Tim Allen Couch (Angela), Alisa Ann Smith (William), Karen Lynne Martin (Jack), and 
Jennifer Leigh Goldberg (Tony); their grandchildren, Heather Wolfe (Zachary), William Dustin Smith, 
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Karly Martin, Cassidy Martin (Nickolas), McKenna Goldberg, Skylar Martin, and Adyson Goldberg; 
and 

WHEREAS, Phyllis Couch leaves behind an indelible legacy of integrity and probity in public 
life, compassion and loyalty in private life, and diligence and dedication in all her chosen endeavors; 
and 

WHEREAS, it is fitting that this General Assembly should pause to remember the bountiful 
life of this exceptional matriarch, public servant, and human being; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SEVENTH GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
CONCURRING, that we honor the memory of Phyllis Ann Whitney Couch, reflecting fondly upon her 
impeccable character and her stalwart commitment to living the examined life with courage and 
conviction. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we express our sympathy and offer our condolences to 
the family of Mrs. Couch. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared for 
presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 
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