State of Temnessee

HOUSE JOINT RESCLUTION NO. 371
By Representatives Hawk, Faison
and
Senators Southeriand, Faulk

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend the Niswonger Foundation upon the occasion
of its Tenth Anniversary.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that this General Assembily should recognize those exemplary
organizations that are a credit o this State; and

WHEREAS, one such notable organization is the Niswonger Foundation, which was
established by businessman and philanthropist Scott M. Niswonger in 2001; and

WHEREAS, in fulfiliing its mission "to create opportunity for individual and community
growth through education,” the Niswonger Foundation has established a reputation for leading
the way in educational excellence in Northeast Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, the foundation has two primary programs: the Scholarship and Leadership
Program and the School Partnership Program, and the Foundation has established over thirty
school partnerships in Northeast Tennessee, providing more than $10 million in support; and

WHEREAS, more than $3.6 million has been contributed in support of the Niswonger
Scholars program which, to date, has selected fifty-seven scholars who have been deemed
some of the most promising young leaders for the future; and

WHEREAS, the Niswonger Foundation has a strong commitment to sharing its
knowledge and expertise as an inspiration for educaticnal reform in Tennessee and across our
nation; and

WHEREAS, the organization has contributed more than $1.3 miilion in grants to not-for-
profit agencies for programs that support the Foundation’s mission, such as the Tennessee
Teacher of the Year program; and

WHEREAS, the Foundation has established a number of statewide partnerships and
initiatives in an effort to make a broader impact by combining its talents and resources with
organizations such as the Tennessee Department of Education, the Tennessee Organization of
School Superintendents, the Tennessee Principals Association, and the Tennessee School
Boards Association; and

WHEREAS, the Niswonger Foundation plays a crucial leadership role in the Statewide
Collaborative on Reforming Education, which was established by Dr. Bill Frist; and

WHEREAS, the Foundation has aiso received a coveted Investing in Innovation grant
from the United States Department of Education, which will provide $21 miliion to fund the
efforts of the Northeast Tennessee College and Career Ready Consortium, which will serve
over 26,000 high schooi students in twenty-nine high schools in Northeast Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, as the Niswonger Foundation celebrates its fenth year of outstanding
service, it is appropriate to honor the organization for helping to ensure that the education of this
state’s youth is not only a top priority, but is of the highest caliber; and

WHEREAS, the Niswonger Foundation is most assuredly worthy of this Generai
Assembly’s recognition and approbation; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED
SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE
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‘BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of thi
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BETH HARWELL, SPEAKER
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

APPROVED this 2 id day of 2011
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BILL HASLAM, GOVERNOR




