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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. I65

By Representatives T!dwel!, Sextor¡

and

Senators Southerland, [-lerron

A RESOLUTION to express support íor wood procucts sourced from Tennessee,s
forests.

WHEREAS, Tennessee's forests are imporiant to the environment, economy, and thepeople of our state; and

.. WHEREAS, there is current and credible ¡nfonnation ar¡aiiable lo the public iegardingthe forests and forest industry of Tennessee, such as the rennessee Forest Resoul,ce
.Assessmenf and Strategy compiled by ihe Tei':nessee Departrnent of Agriculture Division of
Forestry; and

WHEREAS, a recent amendment to federal law (the Lacey Act) prohibits United Siates
manufacturers from trading in illegally-sourced wood and ¡'esuires'dectâlation of origin of wood
used in products; and

WHEREAS, as detailed in Ássessment of Lav,tfuÍ Harvesting & Susiainability cf tJS
Hardwood Exports, land.tenure is generally well established, and íogg-ing activity is coíer"ed byproperty law, and illegal logging is a minor occurrençe in the United Staies i¡ reiatio¡ tc cveraii
forestry activity; and

WHEREAS, as documented by the United States Forest Service's ioresÍ ln,tentcry anri
Analysis National Frogram, the forest land area of rennessee is relativeiy siable. forest hán¡esr
and natural mortality consisiently have been much less ihan foresi growti, and forest inventory
(standing wood volume) has increased significantly over the past fevi decades; and

WHEREAS, there is increasing demand by buiiding certification programs and
consumers for wood products that carry with them assurance tnãt they are iegally sõurceci fror¡
sustainable forests, and

WHEREAS Tennessee's forest industry comprises many smal! companies that are
largely supplied with wood sourced from man.ir small. private forest landowners; and

WHEREAS, this fragmented supply base is discouraged by econorn:es of scete frorn
participating in existing forest certificaiion programs; and

WHEREAS, almost all the trees in Tennessee's forests are native species and have not
been genetically modified; and

WHEREAS, threatened and endangered species are protected by law; and

wHEREAS, there is a well-established Master l-ogger pi'ogran in Tennessee; anc

WHEREAS, the report, lmplementation af Forestry Best Managemeni Praciices in
Iennessee, found that forestry activities have few aciverse effects on waiei' quaiity in this state;
now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THË HOUSE OF REPRÊSEil¡TATJVÊS OF TFIE ONE ijUNDR-D
SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TI-IE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE
CONCURRING, that we hereby express our suppori for wood products sourcecl from
Tennessee's forests, recognizing that the forests of Tennessee provide many benefits, including
a source of legitimate wood products.



HJR 165

BE lT FURTHER- ESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared
for presentation with this final clause omitted írcm such copy.



HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 165

ADOPTED: MAY 20,2011

APPR.'ED *,= (d'df a^y or /lfl{ zort

BETH HARWELL, SPEAKER
HOUSE OF REPRESENTAT¡VES


