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SENATE BILL NO. 2305 

By Bell 

Substituted for: House Bill No. 2523 

By Cobb, Shipley, Rich 

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 63, Chapter 28, Part 1, 
relative to the committee for clinical perfusionists. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 4-29-232(a), is amended by deleting 
subdivision (65) in its entirety. 

SECTION 2. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 4-29-237(a), is amended by adding the 
following as a new, appropriately designated subdivision: 

()Committee for clinical perfusionists, created by§ 63-28-112; 

SECTION 3. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 63-28-112, is amended by deleting 
subsections (a) and (b) in their entirety and by substituting instead the following: 

(a) To assist the board of medical examiners in the performance of its duties, there is 
hereby established the committee for clinical perfusionists, composed of seven (7) members 
who are each appointed by the governor. The committee shall approve the examination 
required by this chapter. The chair of the committee shall be a perfusionist. 

(b) The committee shall consist of four ( 4) perfusionist members, one ( 1) hospital 
administrator from a licensed healthcare facility in Tennessee in which cardiac surgery is 
performed, one (1) licensed physician who shall be either a cardiac surgeon or a cardiac 
anesthesiologist, and one (1) public member. The public member shall be a resident of 
Tennessee for one (1) year and shall be a registered voter. The public member shall be a 
person who is not and never was a member of any medical profession or the spouse of a 
medical professional. The public member shall not be a member of, or a consultant to, any 
trade association in the field of health care. The public member shall not have or have had a 
material financial interest in either the provision of professional services specified by this 
chapter, or any activity or organization directly related to any licensed profession specified in 
this chapter. Perfusionist members may be appointed from lists of qualified persons 
submitted to the governor by interested perfusionist groups and the committee for clinical 
perfusionists. The governor shall consult with such groups and the committee to determine 
qualified persons to fill the positions. The members of the committee shall be appointed for 
terms of six (6) years, except those first appointed, of whom one (1) shall be appointed for a 
term of one (1) year, one (1) shall be appointed for a term of two (2) years, two (2) shall be 
appointed for a term of three (3) years, one (1) shall be appointed for a term of four (4) years, 
one (1) shall be appointed for a term of five (5) years and one (1) shall be appointed for a 
term of six (6) years. The perfusionist committee members shall be residents of the State of 
Tennessee for at least one (1) year, shall be United States citizens and shall meet all the 
requirements for licensing provided in this chapter. In making appointments to the committee, 
the governor shall ensure that the committee is representative of the environments in which 
perfusionists practice. The hospital administrator member and the physician member shall be 
residents of Tennessee. In making appointments to the committee, the governor shall strive 
to ensure that at least one (1) person serving on the committee is sixty (60) years of age or 
older and that at least one (1) person serving on the committee is a member of a racial 
minority. Of the total membership of the committee, no less than two (2) members shall be 
from each grand division of the state. In making the initial appointments to the committee, the 
perfusionist members shall not be required to be licensed but shall apply for a license from 
the committee within ninety (90) days of the issuance of licenses by the committee. 
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SECTION 4. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 63-28-112, is further amended by deleting 
the last sentence in subsection (c) in its entirety and by substituting instead the following: 

All such vacancies shall be filled by appointment in the same manner as provided in 
subsection (b). 

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. 
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PASSED: March 26, 2012 

APPROVED this~ day of f}pri J 2012 

BILL HASLAM, GOVERNOR 


