
 
STATE OF TENNESSEE 

 
HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 1 

 
By Representatives Fitzhugh and Mr. Speaker Williams and 

Representatives Towns, Cooper, Lois DeBerry, Curtiss, McDonald, 
Coleman, Gilmore, Pruitt, Stewart, Bone, McDaniel, Litz, Fincher, Sontany, 

Barker, Richardson, Maddox, Ulysses Jones, John DeBerry, Moore, 
Armstrong, Ty Cobb, Ford, Roach, Shepard, Montgomery, McCord, Larry 
Turner, Dean, Mike Turner, Winningham, Fraley, Ferguson, Pitts, Bass, 

Brown, Odom, Harmon, Shaw, Hackworth, McCormick, Curt Cobb, 
Borchert, Sargent, Favors, Camper, Yokley, Harrison, Kernell 

 
A RESOLUTION to appoint James O. "Jimmy" Naifeh to be Speaker Emeritus of 

the House of Representatives of the 106th General Assembly. 

Whereas, the Tennessee House of Representatives should recognize those 
members who have served with great distinction and who have held numerous House 
offices and positions for extensive durations of time; and 

Whereas, it is appropriate for the Tennessee House of Representatives to 
establish the  position of “Speaker Emeritus” with unique qualifications and requirements 
to evidence the magnitude of accomplishment, dignity, and character of any person 
qualified to hold such position; and 

WHEREAS, the minimum qualifications for such office shall be a minimum 
service of 18 years as Speaker of the House of Representatives, a minimum service of 
14 years in other leadership positions associated with the House, and receipt of the 
coveted William M. Bulger Excellence in State Legislative Leadership Award, the highest 
honor conferred annually by the National Conference of State Legislatures and The 
State Legislative Leader's Foundation to a state legislative leader who has worked to 
preserve and build public trust in the institution of the state legislature and whose career 
embodies the highest principles of leadership, integrity, compassion, vision and courage; 
and 

WHEREAS, Jimmy Naifeh served as Speaker of the House of Representatives 
from the 97th through the 105th General Assemblies, which was not only a record for the 
State of Tennessee, but on January 1, 2009,  he was the longest serving Speaker of the 
House in the country; and 

WHEREAS, Jimmy Naifeh also served as Majority Floor Leader in the 90th, 91st, 
92nd, and 93rd General Assemblies and as Majority Leader in the 94th, 95th and 96th 
General Assemblies; and 

WHEREAS, Speaker Naifeh received many honors during his legislative career, 
including the coveted "William M. Bulger Excellence in State Legislative Leadership 
Award" from the National Conference of State Legislatures and The State Legislative 
Leader's Foundation in 2006; and 



WHEREAS, Speaker Naifeh has been active in many community and charitable 
organizations, including business organizations, veterans' groups, University of 
Tennessee alumni activities, and Rotary International, and has been a faithful and 
effective supporter of ALSAC/St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, having served on 
the Board of Governors and Directors of ALSAC/St. Jude Children's Research Hospital 
from 1985 to 2005, and is currently serving on the Professional Advisory Board and is a 
Member Emeritus; and 

WHEREAS, Jimmy Naifeh was first elected to represent the citizens of the 81st 
House District in 1974, and has continued to serve as their representatives since such 
time, and although he has served in many different leadership positions, his priority has 
always been to represent his constituents in the most effective manner possible; and 

WHEREAS, as a tribute to his service to the State of Tennessee, the University 
of Tennessee Institute for Public Service has proposed to establish the "Jimmy Naifeh 
Center for Effective Leadership" to prepare elected and appointed officials for the 
challenges of serving the public; and 

WHEREAS, it is fitting for this body to honor the service of Jimmy Naifeh to his 
district and the State; now, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE 
HUNDRED SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, that the 
position of "Speaker Emeritus of the House of Representatives" is established as part of 
the leadership of such body with the qualifications as enumerated above. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that James O. "Jimmy" Naifeh is hereby 
designated to be the “Speaker Emeritus of the House of Representatives” and as 
Speaker Emeritus he shall be entitled to all the benefits and privileges that such 
honorary title of Speaker Emeritus should carry; provided, however, that such powers 
shall not extend to any powers or duties granted the Speaker of the House under House 
Rules or the Constitution of Tennessee. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Speaker Emeritus may perform such 
functions and duties as are assigned by the Speaker of the House. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a framed copy of this resolution be placed in 
the chamber of the House of Representatives and that this clause be deleted from such 
copy. 

 
ADOPTED: February 18, 2009 

 


