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PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 1045

HOUSE BILL NO. 209
By Representative Coley
Substituted for: Senate Bill No. 1472

By Senator Marrero

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 60,
relative to foreign language proficiency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. The department of education, working with the Confucius Institute
at the University of Memphis and the Confucius Institute at Middle Tennessee State
University, shall study and assess the Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi (HSK) proficiency tests,
which were developed using the latest research methodology in foreign language testing
for non-native speakers. The HSK tests measure non-native speakers' ability to use the
Chinese language in work, studies and personal life situations. The department shall
specifically study the development of the young learners' test (YCT), which measures
proficiency in Chinese for students fifteen (15) years of age or younger, and its
standards. Such study shall be performed for the purpose of establishing a pilot
program modeled on the development of HSK testing that will aid in the construction of
diagnostic tools for the determination of mastery and proficiency in other foreign
languages at the elementary and secondary levels.

SECTION 2. The Confucius Institute at the University of Memphis and the
Confucius Institute at Middle Tennessee State University, shall study and assess the
Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi (HSK) proficiency tests, which were developed using the latest
research methodology in foreign language testing for non-native speakers. The HSK
tests measure non-native speakers' ability to use the Chinese language in work, studies
and personal life situations. The institutes shall specifically study the development of the
proficiency tests for non-native speakers (HSK) and the business Chinese test (BCT)
and their standards. Such study shall be performed for the purpose of establishing a
pilot program modeled on the development of the HSK testing that will aid in the
construction of diagnostic tools for the determination of mastery and proficiency in other
foreign languages at the postsecondary level.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare
requiring it.

PASSED: June 5, 2010
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APPROVED this 21°' day of June 2010

HIL EREDESEM, GOVERNOR



