Public Chapter No. 962 PUBLIC ACTS, 2008 1

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 962
SENATE BILL NO. 3258
By Burchett, Raymond Finney
Substituted for: House Bill No. 3069

By McCord, Favors, Hardaway
AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 55, relative to traffic citations.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 55, Chapter 8, Part 1, is
amended by adding a new section thereto, as follows:

Section 55-8-198.

(a) A traffic citation that is based solely upon evidence obtained from a
surveillance camera that has been installed to enforce or monitor traffic violations
shall be considered a nonmoving traffic violation.

(b) An employee of the applicable law enforcement office shall review
video evidence from a traffic light signal monitoring system and make a
determination as to whether a violation has occurred. If a determination is made
that a violation has occurred, a notice of violation or a citation shall be sent by
first class mail to the registered owner of the vehicle that was captured by the
traffic light signal monitoring system. A notice of violation or citation shall allow
for payment of such traffic violation or citation within thirty (30) days of the
mailing of such notice. No additional penalty or other costs shall be assessed for
non-payment of a traffic violation or citation that is based solely on evidence
obtained from a surveillance camera installed to enforce or monitor traffic
violations, unless a second notice is sent by first class mail to the registered
owner of the motor vehicle and such second notice provides for an additional
thirty (30) days for payment of such violation or citation.

(c) The following vehicles are exempt from receiving a notice of violation:
(1) Emergency vehicles with active emergency lights;

(2) Vehicles moving through the intersection to avoid or clear the
way for a marked emergency vehicle;

(3) Vehicles under police escort; and
(4) Vehicles in a funeral procession.

(d)(1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the registered
owner of the motor vehicle shall be responsible for payment of any notice
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of violation or citation issued as the result of a traffic light monitoring
system.

(2) An owner of a vehicle shall not be responsible for the violation
if, on or before the designated court date, such owner furnishes the court
an affidavit stating the name and address of the person or entity that
leased, rented or otherwise had care, custody or control of the motor
vehicle at the time of the violation.

(3) If a motor vehicle or its plates were stolen at the time of the
alleged violation, the registered owner must provide an affidavit denying
such owner was an operator and provide a certified copy of the police
report reflecting such theft.

(4) An affidavit alleging theft of a motor vehicle or its plates must
be provided by the registered owner of a vehicle receiving a notice of

violation within thirty (30) days of the mailing date of the notice of
violation.

SECTION 2. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 55-8-110, is amended by
deleting subsection (d) in its entirety.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2008, the public welfare requiring it.
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