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PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 566 

 
SENATE BILL NO. 826 

 
By Burchett, Henry, Raymond Finney, McNally, Burks, Mr. Speaker Ramsey, 

Crowe, Woodson, Southerland, Jackson, Ketron, Tracy, Black, Bunch, Harper, 
Marrero, Kilby, Haynes, Herron, Wilder, Beavers, Cooper, Crutchfield, Lowe 
Finney, Ford, Johnson, Kurita, Kyle, Norris, Stanley, Tate, Watson, Williams 

 
Substituted for:  House Bill No. 1971 

 
By Armstrong, Eldridge, Pruitt, Favors, Jim Cobb, Odom, Hensley, Crider, DuBois, 
Williams, Overbey, Shepard, Gresham, Mike Turner, Ferguson, Sherry Jones, John 

Deberry, Harrison, Maggart, Tindell, Sontany, Hackworth, Harry Brooks, Brown, 
Roach, Litz, Lundberg, Niceley, Ford, Hill, Mumpower, McCormick, Fraley, 

McDaniel, Curt Cobb, Strader, Dunn, McCord, Miller, Hawk, Swafford, Curtiss, 
Baird, Montgomery, Winningham, Sargent, Harwell, Bass, Vaughn, Hardaway, 

Kevin Brooks, Yokley, Coleman, Moore, Fitzhugh, Borchert, Hood, Fincher, 
McManus, Tidwell, Pitts, Todd, Gilmore, Buck, West, Floyd, Coley, Lollar, Dean, 
Cooper, Curtis Johnson, Bone, Bibb, Bell, Maddox, Towns, Matheny, McDonald, 

Rinks, Briley 

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4; Title 33; Title 68 and Title 71, 
relative to Alzheimer's disease. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 
 

SECTION 1. (a) The Tennessee Alzheimer's Disease Task Force (TADTF) is 
established. The TADTF shall consist of fourteen (14) volunteer members, who 
shall include the chairs of the Senate General Welfare Committee and the House 
Health and Human Resources Committee or their designees, one member of the 
Senate to be appointed by the Speaker of the Senate, one member of the House 
of Representatives to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, at least one person with Alzheimer's disease, one caregiver of 
a person with Alzheimer's disease, a representative of the Tennessee Health 
Care Association, a representative of the Tennessee Association of Homes and 
Services for the Aging, a representative of the Tennessee Association for Adult 
Day Services, a representative of the medical care provider community, an 
Alzheimer's disease researcher, a representative of the Mid-South chapter of the 
Alzheimer's Association, a representative of the Eastern Tennessee chapter of 
the Alzheimer's Association, and a representative of the Northeast/Southeast 
Tennessee chapter of the Alzheimer's Association.  Non-legislative members of 
the Task Force shall be appointed by the governor. 
  

(b) Appointments shall be made within sixty (60) days after the effective 
date of this act.  The governor shall designate the chair of the task force and 
shall set the date of the first meeting of the task force. At the organizational 
meeting, a vice chair and secretary shall be elected from the committee's 
membership. 
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SECTION 2. (a) The executive director of the Tennessee Commission on Aging 
and Disability shall provide necessary administrative support to the Tennessee 
Alzheimer's Disease Task Force. The task force is also authorized to request and 
receive assistance from any department, agency or entity of state government, 
upon request of the chair. 
  

(b) Members of the task force are volunteers and serve without pay, 
except that non-legislative members may be reimbursed for travel expenses in 
accordance with travel regulations promulgated by the Commissioner of Finance 
and Administration and approved by the attorney general and reporter.  Members 
of the general assembly shall be compensated in accordance with the provisions 
of Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 3-1-106.  In order to encourage 
participation by persons with Alzheimer's disease and their caretakers, a 
reasonable allowance may be made to reimburse travel expenses and respite 
care in circumstances of need for such persons. 

SECTION 3.  The Tennessee Alzheimer's Disease Task Force is directed to 
assess the current and future impact of Alzheimer's disease on Tennesseans; to 
examine the existing industries, services and resources addressing the needs of 
persons with Alzheimer's, their families, and caregivers; and to develop a strategy to 
mobilize a state response to this public health crisis. 

SECTION  4. The Tennessee Alzheimer's Disease Task Force shall include an 
examination of the following in its assessment and recommendations: 

 
(1) Trends in state Alzheimer's population and needs, including the 

changing population with dementia, including, but not limited to: 
  

(A) State role in long-term care, family caregiver support, and 
assistance to persons with early-stage and early onset of Alzheimer's; 
and 

  
(B) State policy regarding persons with Alzheimer's and 

developmental disabilities. 
  

(2) Existing services, resources, and capacity, including, but not limited to 
the: 

  
(A) Type, cost and availability of dementia services; 
  
(B) Dementia-specific training requirements for long-term care 

staff; 
  
(C) Quality care measures for residential care facilities; 
  
(D) Capacity of public safety and law enforcement to respond to 

persons with Alzheimer's; 
  
(E) Availability of home- and community-based resources for 

persons with Alzheimer's and respite care to assist families; 
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(F) Inventory of long-term care dementia care units; 
  
(G) Adequacy and appropriateness of geriatric-psychiatric units for 

persons with behavioral disorders associated with Alzheimer's and related 
dementia; 

  
(H) Assisted living residential options for persons with dementia; 

and 
  
(I) State support of Alzheimer's research through universities and 

other resources; and 
  

(3) Needed state policies or responses, including, but not limited to 
directions for the provision of clear and coordinated services and supports to 
persons and families living with Alzheimer's and related disorders and strategies 
to address any identified gaps in services. 

SECTION 5.  The Tennessee Alzheimer's Disease Task Force is directed to hold 
public meetings and utilize technological means, such as web casts, to gather feedback 
on the recommendations from persons and families affected by Alzheimer's disease and 
the general public.  The task force shall conduct at least one (1) public hearing in each of 
the state's three (3) grand divisions. The primary purpose of such public hearings shall 
be the receipt of public testimony relevant to the task force's assigned topics of inquiry. 
Public hearings and all other meetings of the task force shall comply with the provisions 
of Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 8, Chapter 44, Part 1. 

 
SECTION 6.  The Tennessee Alzheimer's Disease Task Force is directed to 

submit a progress report of its findings to the general assembly no later that February 
15, 2008.  The Tennessee Alzheimer's Disease Task Force shall also submit a report of 
its findings and date-specific recommendations, including any suggested legislation, to 
the general assembly and the governor in the form of a State Alzheimer's Plan no later 
than February 15, 2009. 

SECTION 7.  The Tennessee Alzheimer's Disease Task Force shall meet after 
the state plan is submitted at least annually to review the need for new components to 
the state plan. 
 

SECTION 8.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 71, Chapter 2, is amended by 
adding Sections 1 through 7, inclusive, of this act as a new Part 6. 

SECTION 9.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 4-29-230(a), is amended by 
adding the following as a new subdivision: 

 
( ) Tennessee Alzheimer's Disease Task Force, created by Section 1 of 

this act. 

SECTION 10.  This act shall take effect July 1, 2007, the public welfare requiring 
it. 
 
PASSED: June 12, 2007 
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APPROVED this 27th day of  June 2007   

 


