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Safety Belt Enforcement in Tennessee
Annual Report to the Tennessee General Assembly
in Compliance with
Tennessee Code Annotated § 55-9-603

Executive Summary

This report contains a study conducted for the Tennessee General Assembly in compliance with
Tennessee Code Annotated § 55-9-603 (k), to supply data collected for the previous five (5) years
relating to violations of the Safety Belt Usage law. Chapter 893 of the “Public Acts of 2004 changed
Tennessee’s law relating to safety belt usage in passenger vehicles, from a “secondary” to a “primary”
use law effective July 1, 2004. Included in the Public Act was a requirement for the Tennessee
Department of Safety to file an annual report by March 1 of each year to the 104th, 105th, and 106th
sessions of the General Assembly. The report is to “include the number of persons cited for violations of
this section, their race, ethnicity, sex, age, and any other information the department deems relevant.”

In compliance with this legislative directive, the Tennessee Department of Safety’s Research, Planning
& Development Division reviewed various data from the Driver History, Trooper Ticket, and Crash
Analysis Reporting System databases. Since Tennessee does not have a statutory uniform citation law,
statewide data is not available on the number of citations issued by all law enforcement agencies for
traffic violations.

A review was conducted of all convictions reported to the Department’s Financial Responsibility
Division by court clerks, for fiscal years 2004-2005 through 2008-2009. Due to delays in reporting
convictions to the Department, and posting convictions to the Driver History file, the data is more
complete utilizing fiscal year (FY) information, rather than calendar year (CY) information for both
statewide convictions and Tennessee Highway Patrol-issued citations. However, the safety belt
convictions contained in the Driver History file include only those convictions reported to the
Department of Safety by the court clerks.

Statewide safety belt convictions reported to the Department of Safety (all agencies) increased from
32,145 in FY 04-05 to 76,653 in FY 08-09, a 138.5% increase. In FY 08-09, those between the ages of
25-34 represented approximately 30.3% of all drivers convicted. White males were the most frequently
convicted in all five years, and represented 56.3% of all drivers convicted and 78.6% of male drivers
convicted in FY 08-09. After white males, black males received the most convictions, representing
11.9% of all drivers convicted and 16.5% of male drivers convicted in FY 08-09.

Of all drivers, males were the prominent sex convicted, accounting for 71.7% in FY 08-09 compared to
28.3% for females. White drivers were also the most often convicted of female drivers, representing
79.2% of females drivers convicted in FY 08-09. The next highest group was black females,
representing 17.4% of female drivers convicted.



In FY 08-09, passengers convicted of safety belt violations represented only 3.9% of all safety belt
convictions reported to the department. Generally over the five-year period, adult passengers followed
nearly the same percentage distributions for sex and race.

Citations issued by commissioned officers of the Tennessee Highway Patrol were analyzed for fiscal
years 2004-2005 through 2008-2009. Tennessee Highway Patrol citations issued for safety belt
violations increased from 48,620 in FY 04-05 to 51,655 in FY 05-06, a 6% increase. This was followed
by three decreasing years. From FY 04-04 to FY 08-09, Trooper citations issued for these violations
decreased from 48,620 to 32,520, representing a 33% decrease. Approximately 28.1% of ticketed drivers
were between the ages of 25-34 representing the most frequently ticketed group throughout the five-year
period.

In FY 08-09, of all male drivers, white males received 88.1% of Trooper safety belt citations. White
males received 66.5% of the citations issued to all drivers. Black males were the next most frequently
ticketed receiving 7.9% of citations issued to male drivers and 5.9% of citations issued to all drivers.
Hispanic males received 3.0% of THP-issued citations for male drivers and 2.2% of citations for all
drivers.

Convictions involving child restraint device (CRD) violations were also analyzed for this report. After
increasing from 3,434 in FY 04-05 to 5,536 in FY 05-06, CRD convictions decreased to 4,803 in FY 07-
08, and then increased to 5,672 in FY 08-09.

Unlike safety belt convictions reported, the majority of CRD convictions (58.0%) were received by
females. White females were the predominant race and gender for both convictions involving children 3
and under, as well as those involving children ages 4-15. In FY 08-09, white females accounted for
31.0% of all CRD convictions. Black females received the next most convictions accounting for 24.4%
of all convictions. White males were most frequently convicted among men, representing 21.6% of all
convictions, with black males coming in second at 11.2%.

Citations issued by THP for CRD violations showed a steady decrease over the five-year period. These
citations shrank from a five-year high of 5,724 in FY 04-05 to 3,471 in FY 08-09. This represents a
39.4% decrease since FY 04-05. Those between the ages of 20-29 were the most frequently ticketed
group, accounting for 41.4% of all CRD citations since FY 04-05.

As was the case with CRD convictions, females received the majority of CRD citations, ranging from a
low of 55.2% in FY 05-06 to a high of 56.2% in FY 06-07. White females were 74.5% of the females
ticketed during the five-year period. White males made up 73.4% of male drivers ticketed from FY 04-
05 to FY 08-09.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) funds Safety Restraint Usage Surveys
each year in every State and U.S. Territory, through the various Governors’ Highway Safety Offices.
The results are analyzed and published by the National Center for Statistics and Analysis (NCSA). The
NCSA established uniform survey criteria, and data analysis methodologies to ensure each state and
territory’s data were comparable.



In the October 2009 Survey of Safety Belt And Motorcycle Helmet Usage In Tennessee published by the
University of Tennessee Center for Transportation Research, Tennessee’s survey results indicated an
overall decrease of 0.9% from 2008 to 2009 (81.5% to 80.6%). Despite this decline, usage rates are
expected to continue to increase as a result of targeted enforcement efforts and the implementation of the
primary enforcement provision of the current law.

Ultimately, laws governing the use of seat belts are intended to help reduce fatalities and injuries on
Tennessee roads. Therefore, traffic crash data has also been examined and submitted in this report.
Caution must be used when reviewing crash data, since FY 08-09 data are not complete and considered
preliminary due to delays in the receipt and processing of crash data. However, one fact is known:
between July 1, 2004 and June 30, 2009, over 52% of vehicle occupants fatally injured in Tennessee
traffic crashes, were still not restrained!

During the five-year period, police reported safety restraint usage by vehicle occupants in traffic crashes
improved. In FY 04-05, police reported that 3.9% of vehicle occupants involved in traffic crashes were
not restrained. This percentage decreased continually to 3.0% in FY 08-09. When comparing FY 04-05
to FY 08-09, the numbers indicate a reduction in the percentage of unrestrained motorists for most
injury categories: No Injury = 2.6% to 1.7%; Possible Injury = 5.8% to 4.9%; Incapacitating Injury =
23.9% to 22.8%; and, Fatal Injury = 52.0% to 45.6%. The percentage of persons sustaining a non-
incapacitating injury who failed to properly use their safety equipment increased during the same period
from 13.2% to 13.5%.

Safety equipment usage surveys by the University of Tennessee reveal that safety restraint usage has
risen significantly over the past five years, by approximately 6.2 percentage points, as the number of
statewide convictions has also risen steadily. THP-issued citations have steadily decreased. In conviction
and Trooper citation data, age, race, and sex appear to maintain stability in the proportion of each across
the study period. There does not appear to be any signs of profiling in the enforcement of this law, based
upon age, race, or sex.

Backaground

The Tennessee General Assembly passed Chapter 893 of the “Public Acts of 2004” that among other
things, changed Tennessee’s safety belt usage law from a “secondary” to a “primary” enforcement law.
This change was effective July 1, 2004, and now allows law enforcement officers to stop a vehicle and
issue a safety belt ticket to a driver or passenger in a passenger vehicle (up to 8,500 pounds gross vehicle
weight rating). Previously, a vehicle had to be stopped and a citation issued for another offense before
an officer could issue a ticket for a safety belt violation.

Also included in Chapter 893 was an addition to Tennessee Code Annotated § 55-9-603, known as
subsection (k), that requires the Tennessee Department of Safety to file an annual report that contains
safety belt ticket data for the previous five years. This report must contain safety belt ticket data that
includes the age, race, sex, and other information on persons receiving such tickets.



The study and report presented here complies with this requirement, but extends beyond the basic
information and data analysis. We also reviewed data from the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s National Center for Statistics and Analysis, and Tennessee traffic crash data for the
previous five years. Moreover, this report contains a section that examines convictions and citations for
child restraint devices (CRDs) for the previous five years.

Scope and Approach

Tennessee does not have a statutorily mandated Uniform Traffic Citation program. This means that
traffic tickets issued by local law enforcement officers are not reported to a central state database. The
only statewide ticket information available is that of citations issued by the Tennessee Highway Patrol.
The Trooper Ticket database contains information on each citation issued by State Troopers. Overall
THP citation data for both seat belt and child restraint devices, including data involving age, race, and
sex will be included for the five-year period as required in Chapter 893.

Due to the lack of a mandated Uniform Traffic Citation, the best source of data on convictions for safety
belt violations comes from the Driver History database. It includes convictions, which originate from
citations issued by all law enforcement agencies. When drivers are convicted of traffic offenses, court
clerks are required to report convictions to the Department of Safety for posting on a driver’s record.

The General Assembly authorized TDOS to include any other information deemed relevant to safety belt
violations; therefore, this report will examine several other data sources. Information on surveys of
safety belt usage rates as reported by NHTSA’s National Center for Statistics and Analysis is included,
allowing comparison of usage in Tennessee as compared to other states. Usage of safety belts by
occupants of vehicles involved in traffic crashes as reported by law enforcement officers throughout the
state is also included as is data on violations involving child restraint devices. Finally, all information
contained in the report has been updated and revised with the most recent data available as of March
2010.
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Convictions Reported by Court Clerks to Tennessee Department
of Safety

Safety Belt Convictions

Safety belt convictions reported by court clerks to the Department of Safety were analyzed to determine
the numbers and percentages by occupant type, age, race, and sex.

Figure 1
Convictions Reported for Safety Belt Violations
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For the purpose of this report, the assumption was made that drivers were ticketed at rates comparable to
the convictions. Between the fiscal years FY 04-05 and FY 08-09, 95.3% (274,222) of the 287,874 seat
belt convictions reported to the Driver History database were for drivers, an overwhelming majority. For
this period, each year the seat belt convictions increased at the rate of 18,415 (26.9%) for drivers and
387 (11.3%) for passengers. However, the percentage of driver convictions fluctuated marginally
between 95.5% in FY 04-05 to 96.1% in FY 08-09, but passenger convictions depicted a wider
fluctuation, from 4.5% in FY 04-05 to 7.9% in FY 05-06, then to 3.9% in FY 08-09 (Table 1).
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Age

The distribution of driver convictions for seat belt violations by age over the five-year period is
relatively normal (Fig. 2) with the mean age of conviction within the age group of 25-34 years. The
distribution shows convictions falling within one standard deviation of the mean were in the age range
of 21 - 44 years and two standard deviation of the mean in the age range 19 — 64 years. There was an
increase in the percentage of drivers convicted within the age range 21-44 from 62.8% in FY 04-05 to
66.3% in FY 08-09. Furthermore, drivers under age 25 saw a significant decrease in the percentage of
convictions, from 40.5% in FY 04-05 to 26.9% in FY 08-09; while drivers 45 and over increased from
15.3% to 22.8% of drivers convicted within the same period. Of drivers convicted, those between ages
25 and 34 accounted for the largest percentage (28.5%) during the five-year period.

For the fiscal year 2008-2009, the modal age group for conviction was 25-34 years comprising of 28.5%
of all convictions, and 80.3% of all convictions were under the age of 45 years.

Figure 2

Age Distribution of Drivers Convicted of Seatbelt Violations
FY04-05 to FY08-09
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Figure 3

9% of convicted drivers

Percentage of Drivers Convicted of Safety Belt Violations by Age
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Figure 4
Percentage of Drivers Convicted of Safety Belt Violations by Age
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Convictions Reported for Safety Belt Violations by Person Type and Age

Table 1
FY 04-05 FY 05-06 FY 06-07 FY 07-08 FY 08-09
Driver
15 Years and Under 16 0.1% 41 0.1% 17 0.0% 10 0.0% 2 0.0%
16 Years 382 1.2% 399 0.8% 239 0.4% 289 0.4% 41 0.1%
17 Years 671 2.2% 848 1.8% 714 1.3% 747 1.1% 436 0.6%
18 Years || 1,853 6.0% [ 2,365 4.9% || 1,931 3.5% [ 2,690 4.1% 1,075 1.5%
10 Years | 1,928 6.3% || 2,462 51% || 2,769 50% || 3,055 4.6% 2,812 3.8%
20 Years | 1785 58% | 2,348 4.9% || 2,715 4.9% || 3,069 4.6% 3,222 4.4%
21-24 Years 5,805 18.9% 7,973 16.6% 9,638 17.3% 11,012 16.6% 12,205 16.6%
2534 Years | 8221 26.8% || 13,454 28.1% || 16,133 28.9% || 18,949 28.6% 22,321 30.3%
35-44 Years | 5:244 17.1% || 9,219 19.2% | 10,480 18.8% | 12,228 18.5% 14,285 19.4%
45-54 Years | 3,002 9.8% || 5,207 109% || 6,725 12.1% || 8,329 12.6% 9,924 13.5%
55-64 Years | 1,307 43% || 2,423 51% || 3,154 57% | 4,063 6.1% 5,173 7.0%
65-74 Years 374 1.2% 669 1.4% 993 1.8% || 1,412 2.1% 1,696 2.3%
75 Years and Older 1 0.0% 345 0.7% 80 0.1% 176 0.3% 469 0.6%
Unknown 110 0.4% 148 0.3% 183 0.3% 161 0.2% 0 0.0%
Total || 30,699 95.5% | 47,901 92.1% | 55,771 96.1% | 66,190 95.8% 73,661 96.1%
Passenger
15 Years and Under 6 0.4% 61 1.5% 4 0.2% 7 0.2% 1 0.0%
16 Years 112 7.7% 632 15.4% 112 5.0% 235 8.2% 30 1.0%
17 Years 171 11.8% 954 23.3% 275 12.3% 396 13.8% 195 6.5%
18 Years 112 7.7% 239 5.8% 284 12.7% 212 7.4% 312 10.4%
19 Years 105 7.3% 199 4.9% 144 6.4% 167 5.8% 212 7.1%
20 Years 82 5.7% 185 4.5% 121 5.4% 146 5.1% 223 7.5%
21-24 Years 253 17.5% 497 12.1% 370 16.6% 408 14.2% 520 17.4%
25-34 Years 297 20.5% 648 15.8% 424 19.0% 630 21.9% 740 24.7%
35-44 Years 174 12.0% 372 9.1% 284 12.7% 378 13.1% 398 13.3%
45-54 Years 93 6.4% 194 4.7% 146 6.5% 192 6.7% 231 7.7%
55-64 Years 34 2.4% 65 1.6% 50 2.2% 71 2.5% 85 2.8%
65-74 Years 6 0.4% 31 0.8% 17 0.8% 31 1.1% 35 1.2%
75 Years and Older 0 0.0% 10 0.2% 1 0.0% 3 0.1% 10 0.3%
Unknown 1 0.1% 15 0.4% 2 0.1% 2 0.1% 0 0.0%
Total 1,446 4.5% 4,102 7.9% 2,234 3.9% 2,878 4.2% 2,992 3.9%
Overall Total || 32.145 52,003 58,005 69,068 76,653

Source: TN Dept of Safety, Office of Research, Statistics, and Analysis, 03 Mar 2010.
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Sex and Race

The majority of all convictions reported to Department of Safety were males. On average in the five
fiscal years, males were convicted for restraint violations nearly two and half times more than the
females. In FY 08-09, males represented 72.0% of the drivers convicted, and 64.0% of the passengers.
The chart below illustrates the percentage of males versus females for all convictions reported, both
drivers and passengers. Conviction data indicating driver and passenger ethnicity and gender can be
found in Table 2

Figure 5

Safety Belt Convictions by Sex
H Male B Female OO Unknown
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White males were the predominant sex and race of both drivers and passengers convicted, and convicted
females were also predominately white. Black males represented 14.9% of the male drivers convicted
between FY 04-05 and FY 08-09, varying from 14.9% in FY 04-05 to 8.8% in FY 05-06, and 17.2% in
FY 07-08 to 16.5% in FY 08-09. Hispanic drivers represented 3.5% of male drivers convicted in the
same period.

White female drivers represented 82.4% of all female drivers convicted over the last five fiscal years,
and black females, 15.0%, five and a half times the number of white female drivers convicted. The
percentages of white, black, and Hispanic females convicted of safety belt violations all remained
relatively consistent for the five-year period.
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Figure 6

Percentage of Male Drivers Convicted of Safety Belt Violations by Race
H Black B Hispanic O White O Other
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Figure 7

Percentage of Female Drivers Convicted of Safety Belt Violations by Race
B Black B Hispanic O White O Other
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Safety Belt Convictions By Type, Sex, and Race

Table 2
FY 04-05 FY 05-06 FY 06-07 FY 07-08 FY 08-09
Drivers
"Female | 8816  28.7% | 11,927  249% | 15353  275% | 18151  27.4% | 20480  27.8% |
Asian 26 0.3% 7 0.1% 46 0.3% 80 0.4% 101 0.5%
Black 1,253 14.2% 1,017 8.5% 2,590 16.9% 3260  18.0% 3,572 17.4%
Hispanic 118 1.3% 68 0.6% 240 1.6% 305 1.7% 354 1.7%
Indian 13 0.1% 1 0.0% 24 0.2% 37 0.2% 50 0.2%
White 7366 83.6% | 10,737  90.0% | 12361 80.5% | 14333 79.0% | 16,221 79.2%
___ Other| 40 __05%]| _ _ 9 _.08% | %2 ___06%| _ 136___07%]| ___18 _ _ 09%),
Male 21,691  70.7% | 35910  75.0% | 40,139  72.0% | 47,742  721% | 52,794  71.7%
Asian 118 0.5% 67 0.2% 209 0.5% 342 0.7% 380 0.7%
Black 3227 14.9% 3,163 8.8% 6,766 16.9% 8,232 17.2% 8,735 16.5%
Hispanic 845 3.9% 1,409 3.9% 1,516 3.8% 1,478 3.1% 1,601 3.0%
Indian 43 0.2% 15 0.0% 68 0.2% 96 0.2% 95 0.2%
White | 17362  80.0% | 30,777  85.7% | 31,297 78.0% | 37.137 77.8% | 41481 78.6%
___Other | 9% __04%]| 479 _ 13%| 283 07%| __ 457 _10%| _ 502 _ 10%|
U“lgzzwn 192 0.6% 64 0.1% 279 0.5% 297 0.4% 387 0.5%
Total 30,699  955% | 47,901  921% | 55771  96.1% | 66,190  95.8% | 73661  96.1%
Drivers
Passengers
Female 486  33.6% 1,288  31.4% 794  355% 1,008  35.0% 1071 35.8%
Asian 6 1.2% 1 0.1% 3 0.4% 6 0.6% 6 0.6%
Black 53 10.9% 91 7.1% 67 8.4% 75 7.4% 97 9.1%
Hispanic 4 0.8% 13 1.0% 9 1.1% 15 1.5% 12 1.1%
Indian 1 0.2% 0 0.0% 1 0.1% 2 0.2% 3 0.3%
White 419  86.2% 1,168 90.7% 713 89.8% 906  89.9% 949  88.6%
| __ _Other| 3__._06%) 15 _12%| 1 __ 0I%| __ 4 __04%]| ____ 4 __04%]
Male 948  65.6% 2810  68.5% 1418  63.5% 1,856  64.5% 1,906  63.7%
Asian 7 0.7% 3 0.1% 7 0.5% 3 0.2% 6 0.3%
Black 118 12.4% 202 7.2% 140 9.9% 183 9.9% 184 9.7%
Hispanic 54 5.7% 111 4.0% 45 3.2% 32 1.7% 53 2.8%
Indian 1 0.]00 0 0.000 4 0.300 2 0.]00 2 0.]00
White 761 80.3% 2450  87.2% 1200  85.3% 1,628  87.7% 1,655 86.8%
| Other| T___07% ] ___ 44 _16%| 13 09%) _ _8___04%| _ _._ 6 _ __03%)
Unknown
12 0.8% 4 0.1% 22 1.0% 14 0.5% 15 0.5%
Sex
Total Pass 1446 4.5% 4,102 7.9% 2,234 3.9% 2,878 4.2% 2,992 3.9%
Cor;l;/c:::?ilons 32,145 52,003 58,005 69,068 76,653

Source: TN Dept of Safety, Office of Research, Statistics, and Analysis, 22 Feb 2010.
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Child Restraint Convictions

Child restraint device (CRD) convictions reported by the court clerks to the Department of Safety were
also analyzed to determine the numbers and percentages by age, race, and sex. Figure 8 shows the
distribution of child restraint violations over five fiscal years, FY04-05 to FY 08-09. The average
number of convictions was 4,868, ranging from 3,434 in FY 04-05 to 5,672 in FY 08-09.

Figure 8

Child Restraint Device Convictions
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Violations of CRD law (TCA § 55-9-602), effective July 1, 2005, are divided into two categories: (1)
violations involving children three years of age and younger, and (2) violations involving children ages
four through fifteen. Most years, more convictions were reported for violations involving children three
years of age and younger, with the percentage of violations of this type increasing from 61.9% in FY 04-
05 to 72.2% in FY 08-09. Comparing CRD violations trends for ages 4 through 15 and ages 3 and under,
the former has a trend that fluctuated in the first three years and thereafter remained stable, but the latter
has a consistently rising trend. CRD increased from 1,307 and 3,434 in FY 04-05 to 1,578 and 5,672 in
FY 08-09 respectively.

Figure 9

CRD Convictions by Type
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Age

In the past five fiscal years, 69.3% of drivers convicted for CRD violations — ages 4 through 15 were
between the ages 20 and 39, and 75.0% of drivers convicted for CRD violations — ages 3 and under also

fell into this age group.

For drivers between the ages 20-39, convictions for CRD violations rose from 72.8% in FY 04-05 to
73.4% in FY 08-09. However, during this period, as percentage of all drivers convicted of CRD
surprising that these age
groups represent the majority of convictions for CRD convictions; since these are the ages most adults

violations, 20 to 39 year old drivers remain stable at nearly 73.0%. It is not

begin families, and would therefore be transporting children.

Figure 10
CRD Convictions - Age 3 and Under
FY08-09
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CRD Convictions - Ages 4 - 15
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Child Restraint Device Convictions By Driver Age

Table 3
FY 04-05 FY 05-06 FY 06-07 FY 07-08 FY 08-09
CRD Convictions - Ages 4 through 15
19 Years or Less 99 7.6% 286 8.9% 85 5.7% 90 6.6% 55 3.5%
20-29 Years 465 35.6% | 1,169 36.5% 623 41.5% 471 34.3% 499 31.6%
30-39 Years 443 33.9% 1,067 33.3% 462 30.8% 440 32.1% 580 36.8%
40-49 Years 195 14.9% 436 13.6% 211 14.0% 223 16.3% 260 16.5%
50-59 Years 68 5.2% 162 5.1% 80 5.3% 98 7.1% 128 8.1%
60-69 Years 30 2.3% 58 1.8% 35 2.3% 42 3.1% 44 2.8%
70+ Years 5 0.4% 19 0.6% 5 0.3% 7 0.5% 12 0.8%
Unknown 2 0.2% 8 0.2% 1 0.1% 1 0.1% 0 0.0%
Total | 1,307 38.1% | 3,205 57.9% | 1,502 30.7% | 1,372 28.6% | 1,578 27.8%
CRD Convictions - Age 3 and Under
19 Years or Less 149 7.0% 170 7.3% 263 7.7% 167 4.9% 98 2.4%
20-29 Years | 1,031 48.5% | 1,164 49.9% | 1,729 50.9% | 1,642 47.9% | 1818 44.4%
30-39 Years 562 26.4% 560 24.0% 810 23.9% 967 28.2% 1267 30.9%
40-49 Years 260 12.2% 270 11.6% 388 11.4% 394 11.5% 538 13.1%
50-59 Years 91 4.3% 113 4.8% 133 3.9% 175 5.1% 258 6.3%
60-69 Years 27 1.3% 38 1.6% 59 1.7% 67 2.0% 93 2.3%
70+ Years 3 0.1% 8 0.3% 12 0.4% 16 0.5% 22 0.5%
Unknown 4 0.2% 8 0.3% 2 0.1% 3 0.1% 0 0.0%
Total | 2,127 61.9% | 2,331 42.1% | 3,396 69.3% | 3,431 71.4% | 4,094 72.2%
FY Total | 3,434 5,536 4,898 4,803 5,672

Source: TN Dept of Safety, Office of Research, Statistics, and Analysis, 22 Feb 2010.

Sex and Race

Unlike safety belt convictions, the majority of all CRD convictions reported to the Department of Safety
were females. The number of female convictions rose steadily from 55.1% in FY 05-06 to 60.5% in FY
08-09. The chart below illustrates the percentage of males versus females for all convictions reported.

Figure 12
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As with safety belt convictions, both male and female violators of the CRD laws were predominately
white. However, the percentage of white and Hispanic CRD violations decreased from 61.0% and 15.9%
in FY 04-05 to 56.0% and 11.2% in FY 08-09 respectively, but the percentage of black and other
violators increased from 20.8% and 2.3% in FY 04-05 to 29.2% and 3.4% in FY 08-09 respectively.

Figure 13
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Figure 14
Percentage of Female Drivers Convicted of CRD Violations by Race
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CRD Convictions Reported By Type, Sex, and Race

Table 4
FY 04-05 FY 05-06 FY 06-07 FY 07-08 FY 08-09
CRD Convictions - Ages 4 through 15

Female 713 54.6% 1,719 53.6% 828 55.1% 777 56.6% 883  56.0%

Black 157 22.0% 320 18.6% 236 28.5% 207 26.6% 246 27.9%

Hispanic 29 4.1% 40 23% 45 54% 29 37% 39 44%

White 516 72.4% 1,346 78.3% 529  63.9% 534 68.7% 577 65.3%
o Other | _ 11 _15% |___13__08% | _ 18 22% | _ 7 _09% |___21 _24%

Male 581 44.5% 1,480 46.2% 664 44.2% 584 42.6% 684 43.3%

Black 95 16.4% 179 12.1% 122 18.4% 108  18.5% 135 19.7%

Hispanic 61 10.5% 130  8.8% 103 15.5% 32 55% 46  6.7%

White 408  70.2% 1,127  76.1% 426  64.2% 430  73.6% 484  70.8%
o Other | 17._2.9% |___44 _3.0% | _ 13__20% | _ 14 _24% |___19  28%

Unknown Sex 13 1.0% 6 0.2% 10 0.7% 11 0.8% 11 0.7%

Total 1,307  38.1% 3,205 57.9% 1,502 30.7% 1,372 28.6% 1578 27.8%

CRD Convictions - Age 3 and Under

Female 1,200  56.4% 1,330 57.1% 2,039  60.0% 2,070 60.3% 2,549  62.3%

Black 392 32.7% 353 26.5% 879 43.1% 948  45.8% 1,137 44.6%

Hispanic 73 6.1% 51 3.8% 104 5.1% 125 6.0% 152 6.0%

White 718  59.8% 907 68.2% 1,025 50.3% 940 45.4% 1,182 46.4%
o Other | __ 17, 14% |___ 19 _14% | _ 31__15% | _ .57 _28% |___18  3.1%

Male 900 42.3% 994  42.6% 1,317 38.8% 1,323 38.6% 1,495 36.5%

Black 213 23.7% 193 19.4% 414 31.4% 421 31.8% 501 33.5%

Hispanic 174 19.3% 143 14.4% 214 16.2% 187 14.1% 197 13.2%

White 496  55.1% 631 63.5% 653  49.6% 664  50.2% 743 49.7%
o Other | __ _17._1.9% |_ .27 27% | __36__27% | ._ 51 _39% |___54 3.6%

Unknown Sex 27 1.3% 7  0.3% 40 1.2% 38 1.1% 50 1.2%

Total 2,127  61.9% 2,331 42.1% 3,396 69.3% 3,431 71.4% 4,094  72.2%

Grand Total 3,434 5,536 4,898 4,803 5,672

Source: TN Dept of Safety, Office of Research, Statistics, and Analysis, 22 Feb 2010.
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Citations Issued by the Tennessee Highway Patrol (THP)

THP-Issued Citations for Safety Belt Violations

The chart below illustrates the number of safety belt citations issued by the THP over the last five years.
Over the last four fiscal years, there was a steady decrease in the number of safety belt citations issued.

Figure 15
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Table 5
Il FY 04-05 I FY 05-06 | FY 06-07 Il FY 07-08 I FY 08-09
Driver
15 Years and Under 80 0.2% 40 0.1% 29 0.1% 20 0.1% 18 0.1%
16 Years 554 1.2% 426 0.9% 342 0.9% 172 0.5% 155 0.5%
17 Years 1,106 2.4% 882 1.8% 619 1.5% 361 1.1% 301 1.0%
18 Years 2,366 5.2% 2,356 4.9% 1,946 4.9% 1,586 4.9% 1372 4.6%
19 Years 2,529 5.6% 2,433 5.1% 2,069 5.2% 1,637 5.1% 1,475 5.0%
20 Years 2,223 4.9% 2,336 4.9% 1,893 4.7% 1,459 4.5% 1318 4.4%
21-24 Years 7,907 17.4% 7,940 16.6% 6,503 16.3% 5,291 16.3% 4,621 15.6%
25-34 Years 12,689 27.9% 13,364 28.0% 11,217 28.1% 9,161 28.3% 8,403 28.3%
35-44 Years 8,217 18.1% 9,159 19.2% 7,654 19.1% 6,213 19.2% 5,846 19.7%
45-54 Years 4,742 10.4% 5,181 10.9% 4,718 11.8% 3,947 12.2% 3,642 12.3%
55-64 Years 1,974 4.3% 2,414 5.1% 2,069 5.2% 1,778 5.5% 1,812 6.1%
65-74 Years 612 1.3% 666 1.4% 592 1.5% 585 1.8% 526 1.8%
75 Years and Older 225 0.5% 276 0.6% 239 0.6% 165 0.5% 155 0.5%
Unknown 240 0.5% 219 0.5% 96 0.2% 35 0.1% 35 0.1%
Total 45,464 93.5% 47,692 92.3% 39,986 91.9% 32,410 91.5% 29,679 91.3%
Passenger

15 Years and Under 53 1.7% 56 1.4% 65 1.8% 51 1.7% 47 1.7%
16 Years 503 15.9% 595 15.0% 636 18.0% 535 17.9% 432 15.2%
17 Years 651 20.6% 900 22.7% 891 25.2% 779 26.0% 641 22.6%
18 Years 217 6.9% 238 6.0% 190 5.4% 149 5.0% 137 4.8%
19 Years 148 4.7% 200 5.0% 146 4.1% 131 4.4% 125 4.4%
20 Years 152 4.8% 182 4.6% 115 3.2% 123 4.1% 115 4.0%
21-24 Years 398 12.6% 484 12.2% 389 11.0% 295 9.8% 324 11.4%
25-34 Years 468 14.8% 633 16.0% 523 14.8% 464 15.5% 481 16.9%
35-44 Years 299 9.5% 362 9.1% 329 9.3% 259 8.6% 281 9.9%
45-54 Years 168 5.3% 192 4.8% 159 4.5% 147 4.9% 171 6.0%
55-64 Years 58 1.8% 67 1.7% 55 1.6% 37 1.2% 55 1.9%
65-74 Years 13 0.4% 30 0.8% 22 0.6% 18 0.6% 19 0.7%
75 Years and Older 2 0.1% 4 0.1% 13 0.4% 8 0.3% 9 0.3%
Unknown 26 0.8% 20 0.5% 6 0.2% 0 0.0% 4 0.1%
Total 3,156 6.5% 3,963 7.7% 3,539 8.1% 2,996 8.5% 2,841 8.7%
Overall Total 48,620 51,655 43,525 35,406 32,520

Source: TN Dept of Safety, Office of Research, Statistics, and Analysis, 18 Feb 2010
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Person Type

THP citations followed the statewide conviction pattern with the overwhelming majority issued to
drivers. Over the five year period, drivers received over 91% of all THP citations issued. However,
during the period from FY 04-05 through FY 08-09, the percentage of citations issued to passengers
continually increased, from 6.5% to 8.7%. The graphs below illustrate the trends for citations issued by
THP over the past five years based on the type of safety belt violation.
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Age

Similar to the pattern of convictions in each of the last five years, over 63% of the drivers issued safety
belt citations in FY 08-09 by THP were between the ages of 21 and 44. Drivers under the age of 24 saw
a 12% decrease in the number of citations issued by THP from 10,526 in FY 07-08 to 9,260 in FY 08-
09, but remained the most cited group. Drivers between ages 25-34, the second most frequently ticketed
age group, were issued over 28% of the citations during the fiscal year.
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Sex and Race

Males accounted for 75.5% of the drivers ticketed during FY 08-09, which is virtually unchanged from
the previous five years. Table 6 on the next page shows the numbers and percentages of THP citations
for safety belt violations by type, sex, and race. Of the male drivers receiving citations from Troopers,
white males received over 86% during the five-year period, black males received 8.8%, and Hispanic
males received 3.5%. Of the female drivers receiving citations from Troopers, white females received
90.4% over the five-year period, black females received 8%, and Hispanic females received 0.7%.

Figure 18
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