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Overview

This document provides a guide for candidates preparing to take the promotional test for the THP Sergeant position. The study guide contains two sections. In the first section, Written Test Summary, you will find a detailed description of each of the knowledge categories covered on the written test, including the number of test items devoted to each category. The second section is a reference list, which shows the laws, manuals, and other documents used to develop the test items. In short, the first section summarizes what kind of information candidates should study, and the second section tells you where to find it.
Written Test Summary

The written test for Sergeant consists of 150 multiple choice questions based on fourteen different topic areas. Each topic area represents a category of knowledge required to effectively perform the job of Sergeant. The fourteen knowledge categories are as follows:

1. Tennessee Department of Safety: 10 questions
Knowledge of the organization and functions of the Department of Safety, including the authority and jurisdiction of THP, and chain of command procedures. Knowledge of standards for conduct and appearance of Department officers. Knowledge of policies and procedures found in the DOS General Orders, including policies regarding sexual and other unlawful forms of harassment. Knowledge of other law enforcement agencies operating in Tennessee and their jurisdictions and responsibilities.

2. Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations: 9 questions
Knowledge of Federal Motor Carrier Safety rules and regulations, including CDL requirements, state compliance with commercial driver’s license program, qualifications of drivers, the driving of commercial motor vehicles, and drivers’ hours of service. 

3. Registration, Licensing, and Permits: 9 questions
Knowledge of state laws regarding vehicle title and registration, driver licensing, and licensing classifications. Knowledge of laws and procedures regarding stolen vehicles. Knowledge of fuel permit requirements for CMVs, state permit requirements and transport restrictions for oversized and overweight vehicles, persons exempt from driver licensing requirements, and motorist requirements under state financial responsibility law. 

4. Vehicle Equipment and Restrictions: 9 questions
Knowledge of state requirements and restrictions regarding vehicle equipment, accessories, and safety equipment. Knowledge of state requirements for marking and operation of special vehicles (e.g., trucks hauling loose materials, slow moving vehicles, school buses). Knowledge of state requirements and restrictions regarding vehicle size, weight, and configuration, and restrictions for load securement. 
5. Motor Vehicle Law: 16 questions

Knowledge of state requirements for obedience to law enforcement officers and traffic control signals, including situations in which rules of the road may be lawfully violated. Knowledge of rules of the road (e.g. right-of-way, pedestrian crossings, proper turns). Knowledge of what constitutes violations including reckless driving, drag racing, and vehicular homicide. Knowledge of requirements governing unattended vehicles, motorcycle operation, non-motor vehicles, and drivers involved in accidents.

6. Alcohol and Drugs: 11 questions

Knowledge of state laws and procedures regarding driving under the influence, testing alcohol or drug content of blood, detecting the presence of controlled substances, and vehicle crashes involving alcohol or drugs. Knowledge pertaining to the possession and sale of narcotics.

7. Highway Patrol: 13 questions
Knowledge of traffic patrol procedures pertaining to visibility and use of time during patrol, stopping/approaching motorists, routing/directing traffic, and conducting checkpoints (e.g., sobriety, drivers license). Knowledge of procedures for safe driving (pursuit and non-pursuit), and operation of speed detection devices and two-way radio. Knowledge of policies regarding unique traffic control operations, disabled vehicles, and road hazards. 

8. Citations, Arrest, and Criminal Procedure: 12 questions

Knowledge of legal procedures regarding dispositions, warrants, petitions, the court system, and trials. Knowledge of state procedures and requirements for issuing traffic citations, processing warrants, and effecting arrests. Knowledge of state requirements for dealing with adult and juvenile offenders. 

9. Evidence, Search and Seizure: 10 questions
Knowledge of basic laws pertaining to evidence, search and seizure. Knowledge of procedures for conducting inventory of vehicles and personal property.

10. Force and Self-Defense: 8 questions

Knowledge of principles for proper use of force, use of restraints, and protecting self and others against dangerous persons. Knowledge of policies regarding members’ authorization to carry weapons; and regarding issuance, usage, discharge, and care of firearms and other personal protection equipment.

11. Public Relations and Assistance: 6 questions
Knowledge of policies and procedures for providing roadside assistance and security. Knowledge of principles and procedures for crowd control and handling requests for information.

12. Crash Response and Investigation: 15 questions

Knowledge of procedures for responding to and securing crash scenes. Knowledge of procedures for investigating, documenting, and reporting traffic crashes, including state laws pertaining to arrests and citations issued at traffic crash scenes. Knowledge of notification procedures to relatives of crash victims. Knowledge of how to use the Emergency Response Guidebook to respond to incidents involving hazardous materials. Knowledge of investigation procedures specific to hit and run situations, DUI crashes, and vehicular homicide. 
13. Administration: 10 questions

Knowledge of departmental procedures for crime situations such as vehicular homicide, criminal interdiction stops, etc. Knowledge of principles for handling patrol vehicle maintenance and repair, and procedures for vehicle inspection and inventory. Knowledge of procedures for internal investigations. 

14. Supervision: 12 questions

Knowledge of personnel policies and procedures, including the grievance and appeals process, allocation and distribution of personnel, employee benefits, holidays and leave, complaints against THP personnel, disciplinary action, outside employment, and performance evaluations. Knowledge of employee programs and services, including employee recognition and employee assistance programs. 

Reference List
Below is a list of the source materials used to develop the written portion of the promotional examinations for THP SGT and THP LT. The written tests cover all references listed below, as they existed as of June 30, 2008. Changes to General Orders and laws on or after July 1, 2008, are not covered on the written exams.

1. Tennessee Motor Vehicle Laws Annotated (2007 Edition).

a. Title 7, Chapter 63

b. Title 55, all Chapters

c. Title 65, Chapter 15

d. Title 67, Chapter 3

2. Tennessee Criminal Laws Annotated (2007 Edition). 

a. Title 39, Chapters 13 & 17

b. Title 40, Chapters 2, 6, & 7.

3. Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations: Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations. (Current as of 11/2007). Parts 383, 384, 391, 392, & 395. U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration. http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/rulesregs/fmcsr/fmcsrguide.htm

4. General Orders (through June 30, 2008). Department of Safety, Tennessee Highway Patrol. 

5. Tennessee Uniform Scannable Traffic Crash Report: Instruction Manual. Department of Safety, State of Tennessee (February, 2001). 
6. Traffic Crash Investigation Manual:  Department of Safety (October, 2007). 
7. Towing Service Standards Manual:  Department of Safety (May, 2008).  
8. Physical Inventory Procedures Manual:  Department of Safety (January, 2008).  

9. All Hazards Plan:  Department of Safety (October, 2007).  

10. Evidence Policy and Procedural Manual:  Department of Safety (June, 2008).  

