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Relationship Between Educational Attainment, Personal 
Income, and Economic Strength
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Educational Attainment and Rank Among States 
Tennessee, 2006 (Percent)

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 ACS 
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Percent of Civilians Age 25-64 Not Participating in 
the Workforce by Education Attainment, 2005 
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Less than High School 37.0 45.2

High School 24.7 25.9

Some College 21.0 21.3

Associate Degree 17.4 16.9
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Percentage of Full-Time Employees with Earnings 
in the U.S. Quartiles (2006)
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Percent of Adults with an Associate Degree or Higher by 
Age Group - Tennessee, U.S. & Leading OECD Countries

54.8

54.1

53.0

43.6

42.2

41.9

41.5

41.4

40.8

39.2

30.2

50.8

46.2

37.5

39.5

32.8

34.8

34.6

26.9

36.2

40.9

31.8

43.2 39.3

19.2

38.1

24.0

26.8

30.0

19.4

33.2

39.6

29.8

37.4

22.9

10.6

30.3

16.9

22.5

24.9

16.0

28.5

37.7

28.4

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Canada  Japan Korea New
Zealand

Ireland Belgium Norway France Denmark U.S. Tennessee

Age 25-34 Age 35-44 Age 45-54 Age 55-64

Source: OECD, Education at a Glance 2008

slide 7



Percent of Population Age 25-64 with an Associate 
Degree or Higher, 2006

slide 8

2
9

.9

3
7

.2

2
5

.0

4
9

.2

0

10

20

30

40

50

M
assachusetts

C
onnecticut

M
aryland

N
ew

 H
am

pshire
C

olorado
M

innesota
V

erm
ont

N
ew

 Jersey
H

aw
aii

N
ew

 Y
ork

N
orth D

akota
V

irginia
W

ashington
R

hode Island
N

ebraska
Illinois
U

tah
K

ansas
M

ontana
S

outh D
akota

C
alifornia

Iow
a

O
regon

W
isconsin

U
nited S

tates
M

aine
D

elaw
are

P
ennsylvania

F
lorida

N
orth C

arolina
M

ichigan
G

eorgia
A

laska
A

rizona
N

ew
 M

exico
Idaho
W

yom
ing

M
issouri

O
hio

S
outh C

arolina
T

exas
Indiana
O

klahom
a

A
labam

a
T

ennessee
K

entucky
N

evada
M

ississippi
Louisiana
A

rkansas
W

est V
irginia

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 ACS



Percent of Adult Population with at Least a 
Baccalaureate Degree, 2000
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Adult Education & Literacy
Target Populations as a Percentage of All Adults Age 18-64, 2005

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2005 ACS; PUMS
Note: Incarcerated population not separated out.

32.4 30.5
30.3
29.9
29.7
29.3
29.0
28.9

28.2
27.5
27.2
27.1

26.3
25.9
25.9
25.8 24.6

24.2
23.5
23.1
22.9
22.9
22.7

21.9
21.5
21.2
21.2
20.9
20.8
20.2
20.1
20.0
19.6
19.4
18.8
18.7
18.6
18.4
18.4
17.9
17.9
17.5
17.4
17.3
16.9
16.8
16.2
16.1
15.9 15.0 13.6

13.6

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

M
ississipp

i
A

rka
nsas

T
exas

L
ou

isia
na

W
est V

irg
in

ia
A

lab
am

a
K

e
ntucky

N
e

w
 M

exico
T

en
ne

ssee
S

o
uth C

aro
lin

a
C

a
liforn

ia
N

e
va

da
G

e
org

ia
O

kla
ho

m
a

N
o

rth
 C

a
rolina

A
rizon

a
F

lorida
Ida

ho
U

n
ite

d S
ta

te
s

M
issou

ri
Ind

ian
a

D
ist of C

o
l

N
e

w
 Y

o
rk

O
h

io
D

e
la

w
are

O
re

go
n

A
laska

Illino
is

P
e

nn
sylva

nia
R

h
od

e islan
d

M
a

ine
S

o
uth D

akota
M

ich
iga

n
V

irginia
K

a
nsa

s
W

ashing
to

n
M

o
nta

na
C

o
lo

rad
o

N
e

w
 Jerse

y
U

tah
Iow

a
M

a
rylan

d
W

yo
m

in
g

N
e

bra
ska

M
a

ssach
usetts

W
isco

nsin
V

e
rm

on
t

H
a

w
aii

C
o

nn
ecticu

t
N

e
w

M
in

ne
sota

N
o

rth
 D

a
ko

ta

ESL: High School Diploma Only or Less, No or Poor Ability to Speak English

High School Diploma, Earning Less than a Living Wage (Not ESL)

Less than a High School Diploma or Equivalent (Not ESL)



Student Pipeline, 2006

Sources:  (1)  Tom Mortenson, Postsecondary Opportunity; Chance for College by Age 19.  (2)  NCES, 
IPEDS 2006 Retention Rate File and 2006 Graduation Rate File.  (3)  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 

American Community Survey. 
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High School Graduation Rates - Public High School Graduates as a 
Percent of 9th Graders Four Years Earlier, 2004
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College-Going Rates—First-Time Freshmen Directly Out of  
High School as a Percent of Recent High School Graduates, 2004
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Enrollment of Residents Age 25-49 as a Percentage of 
those Residents with a High School Diploma 

but No College, 2005

Source:  NCES, IPEDS Enrollment Survey; U.S. Census Bureau 2005 ACS
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Undergraduate Credentials & Degrees Awarded at All Colleges per 
1,000 Adults Age 18-44 with No College Degree, 2006
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Source: NCES, IPEDS Completions Survey 2005-06; U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 ACS
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Bachelor’s Degrees Awarded at All Colleges per 1,000 
Adults Age 18-44 with No College Degree, 2006
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Associate Degrees Awarded at All Colleges per 1,000 Adults 
Age 18-44 with No College Degree, 2006
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Certificates & Diplomas Awarded at All Colleges per 1,000 
Adults Age 18-44 with No College Degree, 2006
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The Goal: Tennessee
Reaching International Competitiveness by 2025

55% of Population 
Age 25-64 with
College Degrees
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Reaching Top Performance by 2025 (55%) 
Tennessee

3,062,326 Number of Individuals to Match Best-Performing 
Countries (55%)

933,034 Number of Individuals (Age 25-44) Who Already 
Have Degrees

2,129,292 Additional Production Needed (2005 to 2025)

1,127,850 Degrees Produced at Current Annual Rate of 
Production



How Can Tennessee Reach International Competitiveness?

Current Degree Production Combined with Population Growth and 
Migration and Improved Performance on the Student Pipeline Measures

1,376,532

1,068,576

117,175

45,667

30,704

714,780

157,205

3,045

0 500,000 1,000,000 1,500,000

Degrees Produced 2005-25 with 
Current Rate of Production

Additional Degrees from Population Growth

Additional Degrees from Net Migration of 
College-Educated Residents

Reaching Best Performance in High School 
Graduation Rates by 2025

Reaching Best Performance in 
College-Going Rates by 2025

Reaching Best Performance in Rates of Degree 
Production per FTE Student

Total Degrees Produced 2005-25 If All of the Above

Degrees Needed to Meet Best Performance (55%)

Source:  2005 ACS, PUMS

Pipeline is cumulative



Educational Attainment in Tennessee (Percent)
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Additional Degrees Needed to Reach International 
Competitiveness (55%) by 2025
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Even Best Performance with Traditional College-Age Students at 
Each Stage of the Educational Pipeline Will Leave Gaps in More than 

30 States

2,788
8,898
10,875

23,542
24,741
25,326
28,659
34,547
37,706
39,436
44,757
47,420
53,574
53,995

62,332
65,853

74,752
110,495
112,681
114,375
115,120

122,061
132,748

159,765
186,640

204,814
287,565

307,956
320,720

560,688
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Wisconsin
New Mexico
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Alaska
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Alabama

South Carolina
Ohio

Mississippi
Arizona

North Carolina
Kentucky
Arkansas
Louisiana

Nevada
Tennessee
New Jersey

California
Florida
Texas 1,333,645

893,504

In order to reach international competitiveness 
by 2025, the U.S. and 32 states cannot close 

the gap with even best performance with 
traditional college students.  They must rely on 
the re-entry pipeline—getting older adults back 

into the education system and on track to 
attaining college degrees.



Collective Cost to Tennessee, Assuming
Tuition Stays the Same

$1.06 Billion  = Annual Costs of Additional Students 
at Current $ per Student

$1.51 Billion  = Current State Contribution

70%  = Percent Increase in Annual State 
Support Needed



Average Cost to Students, Assuming
No Additional State Investment

$4,245 = Additional Annual Costs to Students at Public 
Four-Year Institutions

94% Increase in Tuition and Fees
(Currently $4,531)

$2,249  = Additional Annual Costs to Students at Public 
Two-Year Institutions

120% Increase in Tuition and Fees
(Currently $1,882)



Total Funding per FTE (2006-
07)
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Performance Relative to Funding: Six-Year 
Graduation Rates (Public Research Institutions)
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Performance Relative to Funding: Bachelors 
Degrees Awarded per 100 FTE Undergraduates 

(Public Research Institutions)
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Performance Relative to Funding: Six-Year 
Graduation Rates (Public Bachelors and Masters 

Institutions)
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Performance Relative to Funding: 
Bachelors Degrees Awarded per 100 FTE 
Undergraduates (Public Bachelors and 

Masters)

AK

AZ AR DEGA

HI

IL

IN

IA

KS

LA

ME

MD

MA

MT

NE

NV

NJ

NY

NC
ND

OH

OK

OR

PA

RISC

SD

VT

VA

WA

US

AL

CA

CO

CT

FL

ID

KY

MI
MN

MS
MO

NH

NM

TN

TX

UT

WV

WI

5

10

15

20

25

30

2,000 5,000 8,000 11,000 14,000 17,000 20,000

Source: NCES, IPEDS



Total Funding per FTE (2006-
07)

P
e
rfo

rm
a
n

ce
 (2

0
0

7
)

Performance Relative to Funding: Three-
Year Graduation Rates (Public Two-Year 

Institutions)
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Performance Relative to Funding: All Credentials 
Awarded per 100 FTE Undergraduates (Public 

Two-Year Institutions)
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