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With the new year comes new opportunities and
% new challenges. During 2009, the council has made signifi-
A cant steps forward by creating our four standing committees
and by reaching out to many organizations and agencies. It
is our hope that this will continue in the New Year as well. | appreciate
each member of our council for their hard work and devotion to our
mission. We also reach out to those of you who are not members of our
council to join us as we seek to improve the lives of every one who is
deaf, hard of hearing, deaf -blind, and late -deafened.

On behalf of the membership and staff of TCDHH,
| wish you all a very
Happy and Prosperous New Year!
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The League Celebrates Name Change

SAME PROGRAMS. SAME LOCATION. GREAT NEW NAME!
The League for the Deat and Hard of Hearing and the EAR Foundation

While their name has changed, their commitment to

o~ serving D/deaf, hard of hearing and hearing individuals
g(’(.‘a”g in middle Tennessee and southern
rages Kentucky has not.

Serving the Det, Hard of Hearing
and Hearing Communites

Visit their new website to learn about the exciting pro-
grams and resources available:

www.hearingbridges.org or stop by i
still located at 415 Fourth Avenue in Nashville. You can
contact them at (615) 248 -8828 or by VP (615) 290
5147.
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Introductions (& Congratulations)

This year the Southeast Regional Institute on Deafness
(SERID) meeting was held in Biloxi, Mississipgiti
Rice, our first deablind staff member was

recognized as the Outstanding Deaf/Hard RS
of Hearing Citizen of the year at the confb X2 /\“_
enceds closing cer eQuw P S .

Northeast TN Deaf Activities (NETDA) DAW Bang

NETDA held their
Deaf Awareness
Week Banquet on
October 17, 2009
in Johnson City.
They honored
TCDHH
Executive
Director, Thom
Roberts with the
Advocate for the
Deaf Award. It
was a great time of
fun and food!

TCDHH Council Highlights November 13, 2009 |

e We are very close to having video phones installed for our counselors who are deaf
of hearing. We will also be providing Blackberries for all counselors for the Deaf. T
major communication method for people who are deaf or hard of hearing and our co
need that ability as well.

e Deaf Connect of the Mifiouth, Inc. sponsored a town hall meeting on the needs of p¢
who are deaf, hard of hearing, and-tiad on Saturday, October 17. Panels included
Attorney from the Department of Justice, an attorney with the Memphis Bar Associafi
tice Network, the city of Memphis ADA coordinator, a representative of Disability La
Advocacy Center of Tennessee, and the disability program navigator of the Tennesg
Center Workforce Investment Network.

e The first successful Tennessee Council for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing town hall
was held in Chattanooga with many giving great feedback as to the needs in their a
town halls will follow each TAD Board meeting

e The members of the council are currently reviewing proposed changes to their bylaws to make
sure it is inclusive and using current terminology.




