Hello Teachers,

Please copy the signature page at the end of this document and place before page one of the: 

Pre-Resiliency Survey

Tennessee Department of Education and Volunteer Tennessee
Learn and Serve Secondary Survey (Grades 6-12) (or Elementary Survey). (Laird survey)

Please collate the signature page with the Pre-survey pages and staple in the top left corner. Each middle or high school student will then get a 3-page survey, and an elementary student will get a two-page survey.

For teachers who will be working with students on service-learning projects, we would like you to give post- surveys to students who will participate in service-learning and please give it before you start any part of the project planning with them. If students transfer into this class late in the school semester/year, then we do not need to survey them. Some teachers may want a late transfer student to complete a survey, for the sense of doing similar tasks to other students, and that is fine, but ask these students to put “transferred in” at the top of the signature page.

For the comparison or control students, please ask a teacher in your same school building, with similar types of students to give the Pre surveys in the same week as you are surveying your students. It is important to choose a teacher who has students at the same ability level and grade as your students.  If the entire school is doing service-learning, then find a teacher at a nearby school building who is not doing service-learning to give the surveys. Copy or fill in the tracking sheet form to tell us the information on the comparison class and teacher’s name and school, and make full copies of the surveys for his/her students including the signature page.

In all cases, the teachers should remain with the students to help them with reading difficulties (you can read each question if you want).  It is important that we have accurate responses from students, so encourage them to take the survey seriously.  Some teachers let the students know that they will be sealing the surveys in an envelope, and tell students that the answers are confidential and will be treated as group-level data. You can use similar phrasing with your students to explain how the surveys are handled. (You should mail each classroom’s data separately with the Tracking Sheet provided.  Do not mix the comparison students with your group, and be clear about which set is from which group of students).
Please make sure all students complete the signature page and put their school name, grade, gender, and the first four letters of their last name near the top of page two (first page of  the actual survey).  Remember to ask students to fill in the question :have you ever taken a service-learning class or project? This information will be used by the evaluator to link Pre-surveys with Post surveys. Please reassure students that the evaluator does not know them and will not report individual results. Tell them that you will seal their surveys in an envelope (use a “10 X13”).  After you/or a student insert the surveys, place the tracking sheet inside on top of them and mail.

(see next page)
You can also include any anger management knowledge tests (if you tallied answers to give to give grades to your students, please copy that tally and grades for me), anger inventories, or self-assessments. If any teachers of comparison students (or you collected data on these students) completed these forms, please include them within each separation (tracking sheet identifying the comparison group’s surveys).

Finally, if you chose to participate in collecting student performance data (grade averages, number of suspensions, days absent, etc), please include the Tennessee Learn and Serve Student Data forms and keep the service-learning student’ forms separate from comparison students’.  These school behavioral data forms completion is part of the Peace Flag competition.
Volunteer Tennessee, The Tennessee Department of Education, and The Evaluation Team (my small business) will be using the surveys and other data to prepare a report to you on student attitude changes.  Please send the surveys and forms directly to me. I will check them before a secretary does data entry. Thank you for your help!

Sincerely,

Molly Laird, evaluator 

176 Brookhill Dr. Gahanna, Ohio 43230
(614-478-9732)

Thank You!

Service-Learning and Comparison Teacher Tracking Form

Name of Service-Learning Teacher:__________________________

School Building Name and City:______________________     _______________

Grade Level of Students:________

Type of Students: ______Regular   or _____At-Risk/Special Ed.   _____Mixed
Date Survey Given:__/__/08 or 09 (circle=one)

Number of Students Surveyed:____
Name of Comparison Teacher:__________________________

School Building Name and City:______________________     _______________

Grade Level of Students:________

Type of Students: ______Regular   or _____At-Risk/Special Ed.   _____Mixed
Date Survey Given:__/__/08 or 09 (circle=one)

Number of Students Surveyed:____

Any Problems during Survey Administration:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Return to:  Molly Laird at 176 Brookhill Dr. Gahanna, Ohio 43230 (if You are using FedEx you will need my phone #: 614-478-9732)

Note: you can use a different light pastel color for the comparison group’s survey to keep them separate from your students.  Please copy this tracking form for the comparison set of surveys and carefully assemble them with one tracking sheet separating each set of surveys.

Tennessee Learn and Serve

Signature Page

For Surveys

Directions:  We are conducting a research study on the effects of service-learning on students and their schools.  The following two pages contain a survey, not a test.  You should answer each statement or question by how you feel today.  There are no right or wrong answers, just your opinions. Each survey usually takes about 20 minutes to complete.  If you do not wish to participate you can fill in the signature page and skip any question or statement on the survey. If you are trying to answer a statement or question and need clarification, raise your hand and ask your teacher. If you have any personal concerns about the survey, you can speak with a school counselor later.

We would like everyone to print his/her name below.  By writing your signature on the second line you are agreeing to complete the survey.  The survey completion is voluntary.  We will keep your information confidential in a different state and never share individual answers with anyone.  We are interested in the averages for your entire class.

Name (please print): _______________________________________________

Name (signature): _________________________________________________

Date: ___________________________________________________________

Teacher’s Name for this class:________________________________________

Laird (2008)

