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STATE OF TENNESSEE

COMPTROLLER OF THE TREASURY

DEPARTMENT OF AUDIT

DIVISION OF COUNTY AUDIT

SUITE 1500

JAMES K. POLK STATE OFFICE BUILDING

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE  37243-0269

PHONE (615) 401-7841

July 22, 2003

MEMORANDUM

TO:

County Mayors, Court Clerks, and Finance Directors

FROM:
Richard V. Norment



Assistant to the Comptroller

SUBJECT:
Collections from Persons Convicted of Driving Under the Influence of Intoxicant, Drug, or Drug Producing Stimulant (TCA 55-10-403 (r)), Persons Convicted of Sexual Assault (Chapter 304, Public Acts of 2003), and Collections for the Drug Court Treatment Act of 2003 (Chapter 335, Public Acts of 2003)

The Tennessee General Assembly has passed three statutes that became effective July 1, 2003, and have resulted in additional fines and fees for certain offenses. This memorandum provides a brief overview of the accounting and reporting of these fines and fees, including changes to the County Uniform Chart of Accounts.

Persons Convicted of Driving Under the Influence of Intoxicant, Drug, or Drug Producing Stimulant
Last year the General Assembly passed an act, codified as Section 55-10-403(r)(1)(2), Tennessee Code Annotated (TCA), providing that “in addition to all other fines, fees, costs, and punishments now prescribed by law, an alcohol and drug addiction treatment fee of one hundred dollars ($100) shall be assessed for each conviction for a violation of § 55-10-401.” The new treatment fee became effective July 1, 2003, and the court clerk should report this fee to the state monthly. The Tennessee Department of Revenue has amended their Litigation Report to provide for the reporting of this $100 fee and will communicate these changes to the court clerk, who should account for this fee through account “23111 Litigation Tax.” A copy of Section 55-10-403 (r), TCA, is included as Attachment A.

Persons Convicted of Sexual Assault
The General Assembly passed Public Chapter 304, which established a new fine of $200 for people convicted of sexual assault. This new fine became effective July 1, 2003, and the court clerk should report this fine to the state monthly. The Tennessee Department of Revenue has amended their Litigation Report to provide for the reporting of this $200 fine and will communicate these changes to the court clerk, who should account for this fine through account “23111 Litigation Tax.” A copy of Public Chapter 304 is included as Attachment B.
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Drug Court Treatment Act of 2003 (Public Chapter 335)

The General Assembly passed Public Chapter 335, which assesses an additional fee of $75 for individuals found guilty of violating TCA, Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 4 of the Tennessee Drug Control Act. This new fee became effective July 1, 2003. A copy of Public Chapter 335 is included as Attachment C.

The clerk should report $5 of this fee to the state monthly. The Tennessee Department of Revenue has amended their Litigation Report to provide for the reporting of this $5 fee and will communicate these changes to the court clerk, who should account for the fee ($5) through account “23111 Litigation Tax.” The court clerk should report the remainder ($70) of the assessment to the county monthly. The county would account for this $70 fee in the General Fund. If the county has established a drug court, then this $70 assessment must be used to pay for the operations of the drug court. If the county has not established a drug court, then the county must report the $70 assessment to the Tennessee Department of Finance and Administration annually. Therefore, if a county has not established a drug court, the first time the county will have to report these monies to the Department of Finance and Administration will be for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2004. The Department of Finance and Administration will inform counties how to report these funds to the state.

We have added the following accounts to the County Uniform Chart of Accounts to account for the revenues, expenditures, and reserves of the county and transactions through the clerk’s accounts resulting from this $75 fee.

ACCOUNTS TO BE USED WHEN A COUNTY HAS A DRUG COURT

New Accounts 


Revenue Accounts



Circuit Court




42141

Drug Court Fees



Criminal Court




42241

Drug Court Fees



General Sessions Court




42341

Drug Court Fees



Juvenile Court




42441

Drug Court Fees


Expenditure Account



53330

Drug Court
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            Reserve Account



34156

Reserve for Drug Court


Clerk Liability Account



Due to County Trustee




Fines and Cost

                         24331

County Drug Court Fee ($70)

ACCOUNTS TO BE USED WHEN A COUNTY DOES NOT HAVE A DRUG COURT

New Account


Clerk Liability Account



Due to County Trustee




Fines and Cost





24331

County Drug Court Fee ($70)


County Liability Account (General Fund)



21530
  *
Due to State of Tennessee

*This is not a new account. If a county does not have a drug court then the county should place drug court fees received from the court clerk in this liability account. At the end of the fiscal year, the county should pay to the State of Tennessee drug court fees that have accumulated in this account.

If you have any questions, please be in touch with this office at 615-401-7917.
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