
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009

Assistance to Rural Law Enforcement to Combat Crime and Drugs

Administered by the U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance
Under this solicitation, the U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) will be assisting communities in preventing and combating crime and drugs by awarding grants to law enforcement in rural areas.  The grant solicitation for the Rural Law Enforcement program under the Recovery Act may be found at http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/recovery/RecoveryRuralLE.pdf.

· State and Local law enforcement agencies located in “rural areas,” including state and local prosecutors, parole, probation, and community corrections agencies, will be eligible to submit a proposal directly to BJA under any one of the following categories: Combating Rural Crime; Improving Rural Law Enforcement Investigations; Enhancing Rural Corrections: Detention, and Jail Operations; Facilitating Rural Justice Information Sharing.

· State and Local public and private entities, including for-profit (commercial) and nonprofit organizations, institutions of higher education, faith-based and community organizations, tribal jurisdictions, and units of local government will be eligible to submit a proposal directly to BJA for the development of national training and technical assistance programs to deliver multiple training sessions on a variety of topics, nation-wide, to assist law enforcement in qualifying rural states and rural areas. 

· The term “rural area” means either: (I) a jurisdiction that is not located in a metropolitan statistical area (MSA), as defined by the Office of Management and Budget (www.whitehouse.gov/omb/bulletins/fy2009/09-01.pdf);  or (II) any jurisdiction located in an MSA, but in a county or tribal jurisdiction that has a population less than 50,000. 
· The application deadline for the grant award is April 22, 2009.  Even if your city/county jurisdiction has never applied for a grant before, there is plenty of time to learn how.  There will be several resources to help you in Washington and locally.  For your information the Office of Criminal Justice Programs (OCJP) and the Tennessee Association of Chiefs of Police will conduct regional trainings about how to apply for these and other funds available under the Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  
· You will apply for these funds using GMS, the online federal Grant Management System (https://grants.ojp.usdoj.gov/).  The Grant Solicitation will have detailed information about how to do this.  To access the Grants Management System (GMS), go to https://grants.ojp.usdoj.gov. Applications submitted via GMS must be in one of the following formats: Microsoft Word (.doc), PDF file (.pdf), or text (.txt). 

· The chief executive officer of an eligible unit of local government or a local agency designated by the chief executive officer must apply for these funds. A unit of local government receiving an award will be responsible for the administration of the funds including distributing the funds; monitoring the award; submitting reports including performance measure and program assessment data; and providing ongoing assistance to any subrecipients of the funds.
· You will need to know the CFDA Number.  The Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) number for this solicitation is 16.810, titled “Recovery Act: Assistance to Rural Law Enforcement to Combat Drugs and Crime.”

· A Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number is required to submit applications for this funding.  A DUNS number is a unique nine-digit sequence recognized as the universal standard for identifying and keeping track of entities receiving federal funds. Visit www.dnb.com/us to obtain or verify your number.  
· Additionally, all applicants are required to maintain current registrations in the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) database.  The CCR database is the repository for standard information about federal financial assistance applicants, recipients, and sub-recipients.  For more information about how to register with the CCR, visit www.ccr.gov.  Please note that applicants must update or renew their CCR at least once per year to maintain an active status. 
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