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For Wesley Willoughby
the Elghth Judicial Drag
court was more than a way
to avoid prison.

It was his last hope to get
his life and son hack.

Cn Thursday night, Wil-
loughby was among three
graduates who had recently
completed the program.

Willoughby was also the
ong witlt the most senior-
ity.

“He's an old timer,” Judge
Shayne Sexton announced
as he introduced the un-
assuming 32- year- old.
For most participants Lhe
program requires 18 {o 24
months to complete.

Willoughbybegan in 20086,
according fo Sexton.

Willoughby is the first to
admit his life had bottomed
out before he began drug
court,

He had losthis job, pawned
everything he owned and
was in jail.

For the last 13 years, he
had ahused opiates, com-
monly referred to as pain
pills, on a daily basis.

"I started using them just
to fit in," Willoughby said
shaking his head. "I just

Drug court saving
lives and families

followed them (others) in-
stead of being a leader. Now
I know how to he a leader.”
But becoming a leader was
not an easy posttion for the
sandy haired young man to
culitvate.

While Willoughby was
In jaii, Sexton approached
him with the drug court op-
portunity.

‘Looking back, Willoughby
says he was ready for the
help- ready to get his life
back.

Along lhe way, he had
his share of Llribulations.
While in drug court,. Wil-
loughby became romanti-

cally involved with oune of

the other participants, This
lead to an engagement and
a pregnancy.

This plausibly could have
been his happy ending.

However, while the road
to true love mnever runs
smoothly, neither rloes the
road to sobriety,

His fiancée ended up at a
halfway housc to heip her
fight her addictions. She
wag three mpnihs pregnant
whenn Willobglby learned.
through muthal friends she
was gtill abusing drugs. The
betrayal he felt towards not

pnlyzhimsell but alse the

coupile’s unborn child was
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Thursday, April 16, 2009.

Wesley Willaughby and his son Conner share a moment at the

said that without drug court, he would not have his son today.

unmanageable.

"l started using again,”
he satd. - - -

This time Willoughby
said he was orf.a:frue bend-
er abusing anything that
crossed his-path.

But ene day as his drug
mduced haze slightly lifted,
Willounghby thought of his
unborn child.

“Afler four or five daysin a
really bad relapse, 1 had the
guy I'was in the car with just

stop, right there on Clinton
Highway.” he said. "I called
drug cowrt and turned nyy-
self in."

While Willoughby worled
o1t getting sober, he also
begairlooking for his iancée

park where they met for the first time. Willoughby
Phote by Susan Sherp

who had disappeared.

"l coulda’t find her,” he
said.

As the months passed,
the young man coniinned
to stay sober and count the




Drug court Workmg

Continued from Pai
days until his child would
be born. SYREREE S
Butthosedayssh‘etched
Into months and neither
his child. or ex~ flancée
could be found, ’
“When almost two years
had passed, she was found:
in-a jail. i
The baby. that Wil-
loughbyhad expeéted and?
‘fought to becomer sober
for had been placed for-
adoption, hesaid,
7Ther Churéh :of Later
Diay Saints soon contacted
" hith infan attempt to have
b sufrénder parenta_l'
righits. < N
. For Willoughby thatwas'

-gBut of the. quﬁshon, ey e

As the court battle

ordered they:assistin ob

“itaining a DNA sample from -

-'the child, they fafled 1o
~ *comply, Wﬂloughby said.

For him the paternity test

»was a mere formality.,

“Tfelt it tn my*heart he

'___7=Was mine,” he said, _
- Intime, Willoughby won
custody of Conner and

. Minally laid eyes on:sthe..

* child he had never seen
“~but already loved.

" “It was more than | ever
- expected,” he said of Aihe.

- Park.
- Inretrospect, Willough-
ED by says without drug

court, he could have never
gotten his son back.
.~ Infact, heisnot sure where -
his hife would be at all.

“He would pr abably he
dead,” -his girlfriend, Cindy
.Guinn chjmed in, .-

‘Drug Court: Director Jona-
than -Finley: knows the f-
‘nancial savings drug court
‘bringsiteithe: Eighth Judicial

sDistrict.

‘ The three-men who gradu-
ated paid $6,586 in fines,
fees and restitution instead
of costing the -district.a to-
tal- 8137,700 to incarcerate
them.

‘However, for F‘mley there
s miore fo-the: Program than
fdollars and gents,...,

et

) about helping
people beat an addiction that
Has wfontrolled their every

- mavefor years.

“No statistic can ever quan-
tify ‘what it means to have a

“family member who is living -
a clean and sober Hfe, " Flnley B

safd.
Drug court works

modlﬁcation are théieys.
“Nothing combines all the

elements the way drug court

does,” said Finley, who has

.= beenin charge of the program
first meeting, which fook B
. " place at Cove Lake State *

forthiee years.
The 23 participants appear
before: Sexton on a routine

basis to have their progress'

evaluated. In the m antlme

The program is- ahout -

to help

Finley and other drug court
stalf . members are show.
Ing up at their homes for

. surprise compliance vistts,
~which may involve a search
of the residence.

Flnley and his staff are
also seeking out treatment
‘Options, providing moral
Support and drug sereens
for the:participants.-

In-an effort to stayon top
of the participants’ sohriety,
the latest drug screens are
utilized,

Saliva, sweat and han
are tested to determine if
any of the 23 are using any
type of ﬂlegal substances

ernley said. -

ol If>=lhere 15\ a quastion
regarding the test he:per-
1 Y he{sample Agssent
for further analysis.

“You can’t predict how.

someone is going to perform
once they are in clrug court,”
Sexton said.

Howeyer, far these three,
ou‘tcomc is well docu-

Tam gtateﬁul for what you

:+done for. me,’ " Corey
ke-of Unidm County told
exton. “You have - -helped
me out 100- percent.”

David Asbury, of Fen-
fress County, worked the
program without a single
relapse.

“He completed it in less
than two years,” the judge-
said.

“Malke no mlstake drug
cmnt i3 here to stay " Fin-
_ -ley said
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