July 18, 2008
Drug Court Advisory Committee Meeting

Nashville-Ellington Agricultural Center
10am
Agenda Items:

1. Welcome and Introductions: 

In attendance:  Marie Crosson, Daina Moran, and Bill Scollon (OCJP 
staff).  General Mike Flynn, Judge Shayne Sexton, Mary Schneider, 
Gayle Moyer Harris, Dr. Debbie Gibson, and Debbie Hillin (All drug 
court advisory committee members). Guests included:  Mike Lewis, 
Brad Price, Ron Hanaver, Rebekah Provost-Emmons, Jeff Dickson, 
Paula Langford, Jeri Holladay Thomas, Willie Halliburton, Jane 
Taylor, Roger Henderson, and Pam Edmond.

2. Update on Certification


Daina updated the group on the certification process to date, with 13 
programs invited to apply and 12 applications.  Program applications 
that required further revision were notified and those revisions are due 
August 22.  It is the expectation of OCJP that all 12 will be certified.  
The newly certified programs will be recognized at the conference in 
September. 
3. Regional Trainings

Daina has been working with the regional training partners contracted through the state to provide training that is available to drug court professionals.  So far two have been provided, the first quite successfully, but the second not so well.  Daina shared some of the issues with the second training and elicited feedback from the group about how OCJP should proceed in a way that makes this effort remain successful and meet the needs of the field.  
In this discussion the issue of MIS and the need for some basic training was brought up.  The AC members and guests stressed the need for basic Access training that can be used to manage current databases.  OCJP will follow up.
4. Judicial Conferences update/June subcommittee meeting and follow up Marie and Gayle provided a summary of the events surrounding the Drugs & Courts Committee at the Judicial Conference in June in Gatlinburg and the subsequent follow up.  Marie did a presentation to the committee updating them on the status of drug courts in the state.  The judges on the committee expressed concern about the amount of funding available to drug courts and how to add funding.  Marie encouraged the judges to work together with the TADCP, the advocacy group for drug courts in the state.  Gayle shared that she has been in contact with Judge Don Elledge, 7th Judicial District Drug Court judge who is the chair of this committee.   All criminal/circuit court judges are going to be invited to be a part of the Drugs & Courts committee.  The judges are devising a plan that would include a request for additional funding, and plan to work with the TADCP on this effort.  
5. Circuit Court Clerks Conference

Gayle did a presentation to the Clerks’ conference in Gatlinburg in June on the drug court fee collection process and the update to the fees that can be collected (VOP’s).  She reported the presentation as successful and expects collections and reporting to the state to be improved as a result.  
6. DUI Treatment Fees Update
Public Chapter No. 813/SB4169/HB4125:  The legislation involving the DUI Treatment fees has been amended to broaden the scope of programs eligible to use these funds.  The language now specifically states that specialized court programs and specialized court dockets which supervise offenders who suffer from alcohol and drug abuse, or co-occurring disorder of both alcohol and drug abuse and mental illness, are eligible. 

7. Drug Court Treatment Act Amendment/AC Membership

The Drug Court legislation has been amended to add 2 member slots to the current 5, which must included 2 drug court judges with at least 2 years of experience, and 2 drug court coordinators with at least 2 years of experience.  The OCJP solicited the group for suggestions about the two additional member slots.  A list will be compiled and the TADCP will also make a recommendation.  
8. 2008 Drug Court Conference Update

Rebekah Provost-Emmons with the TADCP provided an update on the conference.  Registration is currently open and hotel rooms are available at the conference rate until August 4th.  
