Minutes, Inaugural Meeting
Tennessee Health Information Committee
Date: 

September 15, 2009, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Central Time
Location: 
The Cheatham Room, 3rd Floor Tennessee Tower, 312 Rosa L. Parks Blvd, Nashville, TN 
Attendees (some via telephone)
· Virginia Betts, Commissioner of the Department of Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities (ex officio)
· Jim Shulman, Deputy Commissioner of the Department of Health (for Susan Cooper, Commissioner of the Department of Health (ex officio))
· Nick Coussoule, Sr. Vice President and Chief Information & Strategic Technology Officer, BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee (representing a self-insured employer)
· Micah Cost, Director of Professional Affairs, Tennessee Pharmacists Association (representing the Tennessee Pharmacists Association)
· Darin Gordon, Deputy Commissioner of the Bureau of TennCare (ex officio)
· Melissa Hargiss, Director, Office of e-Health Initiatives (ex officio)
· Barbara Houchin, Executive Director of Strategic Planning, Saint Thomas Health Services (representing hospitals)
· Ranyan Lu, Director of Research, Clinical Analytics, UnitedHealthcare (representing the health insurance industry)
· Pete Kelley, M.D., Assistant Professor of Surgery, University of Tennessee College of Medicine (representing physicians)
· Michael Minch, M.D. (representing physicians)
· LaCosta Wix, Assistant General Counsel of the Department of Commerce and Insurance (for Leslie Newman, Commissioner of the Department of Commerce and Insurance (ex officio))
· Jeff Ockerman, Director of the Division of Health Planning (ex officio)
· Harold Runsvold (representing health care consumers)
· William G. Southwick, President and CEO, HealthMark Partners, Inc. (representing ambulatory surgical treatment centers)

· Mary E. Taylor, Head of Regulatory Compliance, Aetna (representing the health insurance industry)
· Mary Layne Van Cleave, Executive Vice President/COO, Tennessee Hospital Association (representing hospitals)

Absent

· Unable to attend was Cristie Travis, CEO, Memphis Business Group on Health (representing a coalition of businesses who purchase health services); one seat on the THIC was unfilled at the time of this meeting, that of the self-insured employer representative.
Also attending were Senator Eric Stewart (a sponsor of the APCD legislation), Marthagem Whitlock (Assistant Commissioner of the Department of Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities), Tony Greer (Assistant General Counsel, Department of Commerce and Insurance), Eric Harkness (Planning and Research Coordinator, Division of Health Planning), and Emily Passino (Senior Management Consultant, Office of Consulting Services, Finance and Administration).


1. Opening Remarks

The meeting was called to order at 11:05 am by Chair Commissioner Dave Goetz.  Commissioner Goetz welcomed the committee members, who introduced themselves to the THIC. Commissioner Goetz also provided an update on the process for the selection of a third party data collection vendor, which has to be approved by the Comptroller’s Office.  That Office is currently reviewing the process request and supporting documentation.
2. Overview of All Payer Claims Databases
Mr. Ockerman gave a power point presentation on All Payer Claims Databases (APCDs), including information on the following:

· What APCDs are and what they can do
· The states that currently have APCDs
· The data collected and from whom

· The information included/excluded in APCDs
· Examples of uses of APCDs

· Data submission rules

3. Statutory Duties of the Committee
3.1 Overview
After a short break for lunch, Mr. Ockerman provided a review of the statutory duties of the THIC.  It was noted that the statute requires that five THIC members serve an initial two year term and that the THIC members serving two year terms are:  Mr. Cassoule, Dr. Kelley, Mr. Runsvold, Ms. Travis, and Ms. Van Cleave.  The remaining members serve either ex officio or for an initial one year term.
3.2 Data Collection Rules
Mr. Greer then reviewed the Rules adoption process for the THIC and discussed the data submission/collection rules.  A subcommittee of volunteers from the THIC was appointed to work on these data submission/collection rules and its members agreed to meet via telephone as soon as possible.  Members of the subcommittee are: Ms. Lu, Ms. Van Cleave, Mr. Ockerman, Mr. Southwick, Ms. Taylor, Ms. Travis, Marthagem Whitlock (on behalf of Commissioner Betts), and Larry Van Horn (Associate Professor of Health Care Management and Faculty Director, Health Care Programs at Owen Graduate School of Management, Vanderbilt University). Supporting this subcommittee are Brooks Daverman (Health Quality Analyst, Division of Health Planning), Mark Cherpack (Deputy General Counsel, Department of Finance and Administration), and Mr. Greer.
4. Closing Remarks
Commissioner Goetz led a discussion on additional subcommittees to be established and the THIC agreed to establish a public reporting subcommittee.
THIC members agreed to meet by phone on a to-be-announced date to discuss the data submission/collection rules (after the data submission/collection subcommittee has developed a recommendation) and in person on January 21, 2009 at 11:00 am. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 pm.



Addenda
· Power Point Presentation on All Payer Claims Databases
· Summary of statutory duties of the Tennessee Health Information Committee

· List of THIC members
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