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GRANT AWARD APPLICATION
INTRODUCTION

This Grant Award Application must be used to apply for funding for this proposal. As you are aware, No Child Left Behind (NCLB) required all states to establish an accountability plan which holds all schools and districts accountable for student performance.  All schools must meet annual measurable objectives in three different cells: reading/language arts, math and an additional indicator (graduation rate for high school and attendance rate for elementary/middle school.  These annual measurable objectives are the same for all schools and districts and are referred to as components of Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).  Each school and district is also accountable for the subgroup population attainment of the annual measurable objectives.  There are four subgroups: race/ethnicity, students with disabilities, limited English Proficient students and economically disadvantaged students.   A school district will have the opportunity to continue funding for three years if annual in-depth progress reports show that goals and objectives have been met and that progress toward AYP is being made.

The LEAs who receive this grant award will receive assistance from Consultants within the Division of Special Education on a regular basis.  These discretionary grants are for a one year period only.  However, a school district will have the opportunity to continue funding for three years IF annual in-depth progress reports show that goals and objectives have been met that show progress toward AYP is being made, their monitoring review is acceptable for scope of contract and budget expenditures AND an application is submitted on a yearly basis.  Progress reports will be provided by the LEA using available data, including assessment data within thirty (30) days of the close of the school year for which the grant is being funded.  These grants are based on the Division’s available funding and can not be guaranteed for more than one year at a time.
GOALS
The Division of Special Education has established the following outcome based goals for this grant award.  Applicants who are awarded this grant must provide assurances that they will outline, and execute, a plan to meet these goals:

GOAL 1: - Continuous progress is made within the State’s system for educational accountability by children with disabilities.

GOAL 2: - State performance goals and indicators for children with disabilities are established which are consistent with high expectations and with education goals and standards for children without disabilities.
GOAL 3: - The percentage of children with disabilities participating in State district-wide general assessment programs, with appropriate test modifications and accommodations, increases.
GOAL 4: - State-wide performance results for children with disabilities on large-scale assessments and other measures, improve at a rate which is at least as great as that of children without disabilities.

GOAL 5: - The rate of children with disabilities completing high school with a regular diploma increases.
PURPOSE 
This grant award application was prepared to provide eligible districts the information necessary to successfully apply for this grant.

Assistance provided by the state will include: technical assistance in fiscal and program areas, guidance in the selection of materials and ongoing monitoring.

It is critical that each applicant:

1. Demonstrate their understanding of what areas, groups, age ranges, etc. need to be addressed based on their available data;

2. Establish activities and timelines for an effective program;

3. Explain how the LEA/school(s) plan to incorporate scientifically based research into the activities;
4. How the program will be evaluated on a continuous basis, and
5. Provide in-kind amounts for funding.
FUNDING AVAILABLE
This is a competitive grant using federal discretionary money from IDEA, Part B money awarded to the Division of Special Education.  Based upon the availability of funds, LEAs may apply for grants where specific needs for special education students are not met through state, local or other federal programs.  Each grant proposal must include a detailed description of services to be addressed along with a budget document.  The budget must specifically detail where expenses will be incurred and indicate how the LEA will support the proposal through in-kind expenditures. 

Once the deadline is passed and the proposals for the coming year are received by the Division, a committee will read each proposal and determine the need/benefit to be received by the LEA and state, as well as the ability of the LEA to sustain this project after the grant is concluded.  Discretionary grant awards will be renewed on a yearly basis.  Grant recipients are chosen based upon their ability to provide a continuum of services for the education of children with disabilities and to do so in the least restrictive environment.  Services must include best and promising practices in educating children with disabilities.

The deadline for submitting an application for any request for proposal is the fifteenth day of November for the upcoming year.  Please email a copy to me and make sure the original is also submitted to:

Nan McKerley, Executive Director of Administrative Services

TN. Department of Education

Division of Special Education

7th Floor, Andrew Johnson Tower

710 James Robertson Parkway

Nashville, TN 37243-0380

(A faxed proposal may be sent with the hardcopy in the mail stamped November 15 or earlier.)   NO proposals received after this date will be accepted.  ALL discretionary grant applications are read by the same review committee using the same criteria.  Program consultant input is also considered within the criteria.  Each grant is awarded for ONE year only with the option of being renewed for three years maximum.  Consideration is given to the number of grants awarded per LEA as well as the number of grants over a period of time that has been awarded to an LEA.   

Section 1 - SCHOOLS TO BE SERVED
1. Which of the LEAs eligible schools were selected?

2. If all schools on the list were not selected, how were the eligible schools selected?

3. What is your plan for addressing the needs of the school(s) that were not selected?

4. For those LEAs who are meeting NCLB requirements, please state the area that this request focuses on and the data to support the request.
Section 2 - PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Your Tennessee School Improvement Plan (TSIP)/Tennessee Comprehensive Systemwide Planning Process (TCSPP) document should be reviewed and areas of weaknesses addressed in this grant.  This award money is to help the schools within your LEA support integrated systematic reform that focuses on improving results for children with disabilities.  Your proposal should link student achievement to your school improvement plan and focus student objectives on Tennessee Performance Goals and Standards.

This Grant award may be used to address improvement in student achievement for children with disabilities in one or more of the following areas(s): tutoring, one on one services, parent training and involvement, general education & special education teacher training, paraprofessional training, technology and scientific, research based materials and trainings.  If your Grant application is in another area, please provide supporting documentation of need.  This Grant will be used to improve results for children with disabilities through one or more of the following:

1. Direct services, including alternative programming for children who have been expelled from school, and services for children in correctional facilities and state operated schools;

2. Addressing needs or carrying out improvement strategies identified in the State Improvement Plan;

3. Adopting promising practices, materials, and technology, based on knowledge derived from education research and other sources;

4. Establishing, expanding, or implementing interagency agreements and arrangements between LEAs and other agencies or organizations concerning the provision of services to children with disabilities and their families; and

5. Increasing cooperative problem-solving between parents and school personnel and promoting the use of alternative dispute resolution.

A. Introduction

Provide a brief statement explaining the purpose of this project.  Please indicate which of the areas listed above will be used to improve results for children with disabilities.

B. Overview

Description of LEA/school includes socio-economic/ethnic data, the total number of children in the system/school and the number of children with disabilities by disability in the school(s) and any other contributing factors that the school feels is relevant to the over all picture.

C. Statement of Need

The basis of your proposal should focus on the Areas of Need (Goals not met) and how the LEA/school personnel will address the need in order to meet AYP, or exceed previous goals, for children with disabilities in the future.  This should include strengths and weaknesses.

D. Project Narrative

a. What area, or combination of areas, are you going to address in this proposal?

b. What is (are) the objective(s)?

c. What is the data to back up this proposal? Narrative and explanation of trends when available.

d. What strategies will be utilized?

e. What activities will be provided?

f. Are the activities scientifically based?

g. Who will be involved? Parents? Community? Regular education personnel? Administrative staff?

h. Who will benefit?  Does your proposal show student involvement and learning?

E. Evaluation

How will the Areas of Need be evaluated?  What data will be used or was used initially and to compare to prior years? What are the timelines?  Does it address how systematic change is taking place to improve the results for children with disabilities through student achievement?  Does the proposal show involvement with other funds or local resources to support professional development activities and/or student involvement and learning?  
For continuation of a project, please provide data that supports student improvement toward meeting AYP.  If improvement is not shown through data, please include discussion as to why you believe this is occurring and what will be tried in the coming year to foster student improvement.

F. Budget

Please include the enclosed “budget page” that shows the amount requested along with in-kind amounts, and provide a narrative explaining expenditures.  
LEA Budget for Discretionary Grant Request
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*Note:  Use only State approved Budget Codes

Budget Narrative (Use additional pages as necessary):

