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The Department of Education rules on all waiver requests from public school 


officials; coordinates the development of new or revised State Board Rules 


and Regulations; determines pupil transportation equipment specifications; 


approve and issues or rejects overload permits; distributes school bus 


accident, medical examination, annual Statistical Report forms to local 


school systems; collects, compiles and analyzes all accidents involving 


school buses; allocates pupil transportation funds to local school systems.  


 


In collaboration with the Tennessee Department of Safety and the 


Tennessee Association for Pupil Transportation, the Tennessee Department 


of Education is pleased to offer the Tennessee Pupil Transportation 


Resources Directory. 


 


Questions regarding pupil transportation issues should be directed to Sam 


Cameron by phone at 1.423.434.2169 or via email at sam.cameron@tn.gov 


 


Click the Help Desk and email transportation related questions. 
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School Bus Specifications 


New & Used School Bus Specifications 


2009 Revised Years/Miles of Service PC 436 


National Specifications & Procedures 


Multifunctional School Activity Bus 


Commercial Advertising on School Buses 


 


Rules/Regulations/Requirements 


Tennessee State Board of Education Regulations 


School Bus Driver Physical Examination 


Notification of Child Abuse and Child Sexual Abuse 


Suggested Number of Students Per School Bus Seat 


School Bus Driver Cell Phone Use 


 


Office of Early Learning 


 


Standards for Child Care Centers (Rule 0520-12-1-6 (8) Transportation 


Choosing the correct bus for transporting Pre-School age children 


Standards for Infant/Toddler, Pre-School and School Age Extended Care 


DOE Rules/Guidelines for Pre-K Transportation 



http://tennessee.gov/sbe/SchoolBus.htm

http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/106/Chapter/PC0436.pdf

http://www.ucmo.edu/safetycenter/ncstonline/2010NCSTProposedChanges.html

http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/cars/rules/rulings/buspedsafety/SchoolbussFinal_07-21-2003.html#secVI).

http://state.tn.us/sos/acts/106/pub/pc0038.pdf

http://state.tn.us/sos/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-05.20110129.pdf

http://tn.gov/safety/forms/DOTMedicalCard.pdf

http://state.tn.us/sos/acts/106/pub/pc0283.pdf

http://tnbus.schools.officelive.com/Documents/Suggested%20Number%20of%20Persons%20That%20Can%20Safely%20Sit%20on%20a%20School%20Bus%20Seat.pdf

http://state.tn.us/sos/acts/103/pub/pc0180.pdf

http://www.tennessee.gov/sos/rules/0520/0520-12/0520-12-01.pdf

http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/buses/choosing_schoolbus/pre-school-bus_01.html

http://tennessee.gov/sbe/2009Julypdfs/III%20F%20Preschool%20and%20Extended%20Care%20Programs.pdf

http://tnbus.schools.officelive.com/Documents/VPK_TransportGuidelines.pdf

Larry Riggsbee

Editor

School bus specifications; procedures and requirements are the responsibility of the TN State Board of Education. The Department of Education, working with the State Board of Education Pupil Transportation Advisory Committee and the Tennessee Association for Pupil Transportation, makes recommendations to the Executive Director of the State Board of Education. 




Larry Riggsbee

Editor

The commissioner of safety, through the inspection process, may approve an additional five (5) years of service for a conventional bus and an additional two (2) years of service for a Class D bus on a year-to-year basis. The link to the Extended Utilization request form is on page 4 of this document. Provide the requested vehicle information and submit the completed form to the Pupil Transportation Division, Department of Safety.




Larry Riggsbee

Editor

The 15th NCST assembled in May 16-19, 2010, in Warrensburg, MO on the campus of the University of Central Missouri. Seven Delegates from Tennessee attended the Congress. The delegates deliberated and adopted updates to the 2005 National School Transportation Specifications and Procedures (NSTSP). The Specifications and Procedures are the primary purpose and product of the Congresses, comprising the delegates' formal recommendations for vehicles, equipment, and operational practices that contribute to the objectives of safety and efficiency. The specifications are not official rules until adopted by the Tennessee State Board of Education. 




Larry Riggsbee

Editor

As of October 1, 2010, the 2010 National Specifications and Procedures have not been adopted by the Tennessee State Board of Education. The next revision is currently being studied by the SBOE Advisory Committee.





Larry Riggsbee

Editor

This final rule establishes a new class of school buses, multifunction school activity buses, for use in transporting children on trips other those than between home and school. The MFSAB cannot be used to control traffic for normal pickup and delivery.




Larry Riggsbee

Editor

See Minimum Rules & Regulations 0520-01-05-.03 for commercial Advertizing




Larry Riggsbee

Editor

The National DOT CDL physical examination is valid for 2-years; however, the TN State Board of Education requires an examination each year using the DOT form.




Larry Riggsbee

Editor

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 283             (Report Child Abuse)




Larry Riggsbee

Editor

This seating suggestion is only a recommendation of the Tennessee Association for Pupil Transportation.  NHTSA recommends that all passengers be seated entirely within the confines of the school bus seats while the bus is in motion. See TCA 49-6-2110  




Larry Riggsbee

Editor

Jan Bushing Director of School-Based Support Services, answers questions about Early Childhood Learning-Compliance with Health and Safety Rules. 615-741-0345 mailto:jan.bushing@tn.gov
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Head Start 


45 CFR 1310 


Head Start Transportation Knowledge Center 


Head Start Transportation Fact Sheet 


 


 


Special Education 


Special Education Minimum Rules & Regulations 


Special Education Revised 2008 Manual 


34 CFR Parts 300-301 


Transporting Oxygen in School Buses 


 


 


Homeless Education Title X, Part C 


McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Act (Power Point Presentation) 


Unaccompanied Youth (Power Point Presentation) 


 


School Safety 


School Safety Center 


Policies and Procedures 


"About Bullying and Harassment" 



http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/Program%20Design%20and%20Management/Fiscal/Legislation%20&%20Regulations/Head%20Start%20Program%20Performance%20Standards/fiscal_pps_00248_009305.html

http://www.eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/Program%20Design%20and%20Management/Transportation

http://www.eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/Program%20Design%20and%20Management/Transportation/Safety/Policies%20&%20Procedures/transp_art_00908_010807.html

http://state.tn.us/sos/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-09.pdf

http://www.state.tn.us/education/speced/tools.shtml#guidebooks

http://www.state.tn.us/education/speced/doc/330934CFR300.pdf

http://tennessee.gov/education/speced/doc/82709oxygentrnspo.pdf

http://tennessee.gov/education/fedprog/doc/McKVStimulus309.ppt

http://tennessee.gov/education/fedprog/doc/McKVStimulus309.ppt

http://www.state.tn.us/education/safe_schls/safety_cntr/index.shtml

http://www.tn.gov/education/safe_schls/safety_cntr/SAVE_standards.shtml#Three

http://www.tn.gov/education/safe_schls/safety_cntr/bullying.shtml.

Larry Riggsbee

Editor

Mike Herrmann, Executive Director of Office of School Safety and Learning Support, answers questions concerning school safety issues. 615-741-3248,mailto:mike.herrmann@tn.gov
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Statistical Data-Reports-Transportation Forms 


Pupil Transportation Expenditures 


Daily Miles-Number of Buses-Accidents 


Composite Age of Buses 


Age-Tenure of Bus Drivers 


2-Way Radios-Advertizing on Buses-Seat Belts 


Annual Transportation Report 


Accident Reporting Form 


Suggested Policy Audio/Video Bus Surveillance 


Suggested Policy School Bus Idling 


Stop Change Template 


Suggested Special Problem Loading Procedure 


Suggested Emergency Weather Plan 


Suggested Bus Rules 


Training Resources Bullying on the School Bus 



http://tennessee.gov/education/asr/09_10/doc/TABLE%2041.pdf

http://tennessee.gov/education/asr/09_10/doc/TABLE%2041.pdf

http://tennessee.gov/education/asr/09_10/doc/TABLE12C.pdf

http://tennessee.gov/education/asr/09_10/doc/TABLE12B.pdf

http://tennessee.gov/education/asr/08_09/doc/Table12d.pdf

http://state.tn.us/education/support/reports_lea.shtml

http://tennessee.gov/education/schapproval/doc/ed2179_f.pdf

http://tnbus.schools.officelive.com/Documents/Suggested%20Policy%20Audio-Video%20Bus%20Surveillance.pdf

http://tnbus.schools.officelive.com/Documents/Suggested%20Polic%20School%20Bus%20Idling%20Policy.pdf

http://tnbus.schools.officelive.com/Documents/Suggested%20Stop%20Change%20Template.pdf

http://tnbus.schools.officelive.com/Documents/Suggested%20Special%20School%20Bus%20Loading%20Procedures.pdf

http://tnbus.schools.officelive.com/Documents/Suggested%20Emergency%20Weather%20Plan%20.pdf

http://tnbus.schools.officelive.com/Documents/Suggested%20Bus%20Rules%20.pdf

https://netforum.avectra.com/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=NAPT&WebCode=bullying

Larry Riggsbee

Editor

Statistical Data is compiled using information provided by the LEA's Annual Transportation Report. A copy of the reporting form appears on this page.




Larry Riggsbee

Editor

School bus accidents shall be reported to the Department of Education, in the following manner:
1. Pupil injury and/or fatality accidents: By telephone within 24 hours of the accident; by written report within 10 days on the department provided School Bus Accident Report Form.
2. Property damage accidents: At the end of the school year on the Annual Pupil Transportation Report.




Larry Riggsbee

Editor

Whenever a bus is wrecked and the damage necessitates that the bus be put out-of-service for any length of time, the bus is considered “Out-of-Service” by the Department of Safety. When the bus is repaired and road worthy, a Class I or II inspection must be conducted prior to transporting pupils.




Larry Riggsbee

Editor

LEAs must submit the annual transportation report using this online form.

Questions Contact:Brenda Pursley, Administrative AssistantOffice of Local Finance
6th Floor, Andrew Johnson Tower710 James Robertson ParkwayNashville, TN 37243-0381Phone# (615) 532-2838Fax# (615) 532-3268
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Selected Tennessee Laws relating to Pupil Transportation 


Make a note of the code number and click here for the full text of the law 


49-6-2104 


Powers of the Board 


 49-6-2111 


 School Bus Insurance 


49-6-2102 


SBOE Rules-Regulations 


 49-6-2112 


 School Bus Tax exemption 


49-6-2103 


Transportation Free 


 49-6-2113 


 Penalty for violations 


49-6-2104 


Payments in lieu of transportation 


 49-6-2114 


 Persons required to check the bus 


49-6-2105 


Maximum Time in Transit 


 49-6-2115 


Compliance with standards 


49-6-2106 


 Approval of routes 


 49-6-2117 


 Driver convicted of violation 


49-6-2107 


 Certification of driver 


 49-6-2118 


 Exiting a school bus 


49-6-2107 


 Certification of equipment 


 55-8-151 


 Passing a school bus 


49-6-2108 


 Drivers-Physical Examination 


 49-13-114 


 Charter school transportation 


49-6-2109 


 Equipment-Advertising 


 49-11-308 


 Charter school transportation 


49-6-2110 


 Safe Operation of buses 


 49-6-1016 


 Harassment-Bullying on Bus 



http://michie.lexisnexis.com/tennessee/lpExt.dll?f=templates&eMail=Y&fn=main-h.htm&cp=tncode/cea4

Larry Riggsbee

Editor

Anyone researching Tennessee School Transportation Rules, Regulations and State Laws must not only consult the Tennessee Code but should research the State Board of Education Minimum Rules and Regulations; The Rules and Regulation of the Tennessee Department of Safety and the local School district Board of Education policy as it relates to the district transportation program. Local Boards of Education develop local operational procedures for their transportation program. 
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Online Resources  


 


Tennessee Association for Pupil Transportation National Association for Pupil Transportation 


Tennessee Transportation Annual Trade Show National Transportation Association (Bus Contractors 


Tennessee School Bus Technician’s Workshop National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 


School Bus Fleet Magazine National Association State Directors of Transportation 


School Transportation News School Bus Information Council 


National Congress on School Transportation A guide to Hiring Charter Transportation 


 


Pupil Transportation Information Contacts 


Department of 
Education General 


Information 
 


Sam Cameron 
Director of Pupil 
Transportation 


Services 


 


423-883-3527 


 


mailto:sam.cameron@tn.gov 


Office of Early 
Childhood Learning-


Compliance with 
Health and Safety 


Rules 
 


 
Jan Bushing Director 


of School-Based 
Support Services 


 
 


615-741-0345 
 


 


mailto:jan.bushing@tn.gov 


 


Office of Safe  
and 


 Supportive Schools 


 
Mike Herrmann 


Executive Director 


 
 


615-741-3248 
 


 


mailto:mike.herrmann@tn.gov 


Tennessee 
Association for Pupil 


Transportation 


 
Larry Riggsbee 


Executive Director 


 
615-406-9199 


 


tnbus@msn.com 


 


 



http://www.tapt.org/

http://www.napt.org/

http://www.tennesseetradeshow.com/

http://www.yellowbuses.org/

http://www.tapt.org/technicians.htm

http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/

http://www.schoolbusfleet.com/

http://www.nasdpts.org/

http://www.stnonline.com/

http://www.schoolbusinfo.org/

http://www.ncstonline.org/

http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/spanish/pdfs/FMCS750_MKS_BRO_MECH_1Text_index.htm

mailto:sam.cameron@tn.gov

mailto:jan.bushing@tn.gov

mailto:mike.herrmann@tn.gov

mailto:tnbus@msn.com
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Tennessee Department of Safety 
Pupil Transportation Division 


Suggested Resources 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


School Bus Vehicle Requirements-Inspection 


Department of Safety Pupil Transportation Contact List 
 


New & Used School Bus Specifications 


School Bus Inspection Requirements 


2009 Revised Years/Miles of Service PC 436 


General Information and Instructions  
Request for Utilization of Type C and Type D School Bus 


National Specifications & Procedures 


Multifunctional School Activity Bus 


 
 


The Department of Safety, Pupil Transportation Division, 
has the responsibility for  


certification of school bus drivers and school bus 
i t 


Click Here to email 
transportation related 


questions. 



http://www.tennessee.gov/safety/CVE/pupiltransport.html�

http://tennessee.gov/sbe/SchoolBus.htm�

http://tennessee.gov/sos/rules/1340/1340-03/1340-03-03.pdf�

http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/106/Chapter/PC0436.pdf�

http://www.tennessee.gov/safety/CVE/pupiltransport.html�

http://www.tennessee.gov/safety/CVE/pupiltransport.html�

http://www.ucmo.edu/safetycenter/ncstonline/Documents/2005%20NSTSP-v4-4-7-08.pdf�

http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/cars/rules/rulings/buspedsafety/SchoolbussFinal_07-21-2003.html#secVI).�

mailto:Ray.Robinson@tn.gov?subject=DOS%20Email%20Questions�

mailto:Ray.Robinson@tn.gov?subject=DOS%20Email%20Questions�

mailto:Ray.Robinson@tn.gov?subject=DOS%20Email%20Questions�
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School Bus Driver Training/DOS Services 


 


Tennessee School Bus Driver Training 


CDL Drug Testing Requirements 


Tennessee CDL License Manual 


CDL Practice Test (Knowledge) 


CDL Practice Test (Air Brakes) 


Tennessee Driver’s License Manual 


Federal CDL License Information 


Accident Reporting Form 


Transporting Oxygen in School Buses 


Schedule a Trooper to speak to your school group 


Back to School Safety Tips 


Online Driver Services 


Bicycle Protection 3 feet Law 


Get a copy of an accident report 


How to obtain a copy of your driving record (MVR) 


 U. S. Traffic Signs  


Reducing the Illegal Passing of School Buses 


 


 


 



http://www.tennessee.gov/sos/rules/1340/1340-03/1340-03-03.pdf�

http://www.dot.gov/ost/dapc/NEW_DOCS/Revised_Part40_complete_20080825.pdf�

http://www.tennessee.gov/safety/dlhandbook/cdlmenu.htm�

http://www.tennessee.gov/safety/driverlicense/cdlpracticetest_knowledge.htm�

http://www.tennessee.gov/safety/driverlicense/cdlpracticetest_airbrakes.htm�

http://www.tennessee.gov/safety/dlhandbook/DL_HandbookWeb2007.pdf�

http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/registration-licensing/cdl/cdl.htm�

http://tennessee.gov/education/schapproval/doc/ed2179_f.pdf�

http://tennessee.gov/education/speced/doc/82709oxygentrnspo.pdf�

http://www.tennessee.gov/safety/thp/safetyed.html�

http://www.tennessee.gov/safety/pubsafety/Back2SchoolSafety.pdf�

https://www.tennesseeanytime.org/tndlr/index.html�

http://www.tennessee3feet.org/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1�

http://www.tennessee.gov/safety/DLFAQS/dlquestion10.htm�

http://www.tennessee.gov/safety/DLFAQS/dlquestion8.htm�

http://www.trafficsign.us/�

http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/buses/2000schoolbus/index.htm�
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Online Resources  


 


Tennessee Association for Pupil Transportation National Association for Pupil Transportation 


Tennessee Transportation Annual Trade Show National Transportation Association (Bus Contractors 


Tennessee Annual Mechanic’s Workshop National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 


School Bus Fleet Magazine National Association State Directors of Transportation 


School Transportation News School Bus Information Council 


National Congress on School Transportation A guide to Hiring Charter Transportation 
Tennessee Motor Coach Association 


 


Pupil Transportation Information Contacts 


Department of 
Safety General 


Information 
 


Lieutenant Ray 
Robinson  


Director of the 
Pupil 


Transportation 
Division 


 
 


615-812-8435 
 


mailto:ray.robinson@tn.gov 


 



http://www.tapt.org/�

http://www.napt.org/�

http://www.tennesseetradeshow.com/�

http://www.yellowbuses.org/�

http://www.tapt.org/technicians.htm�

http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/�

http://www.schoolbusfleet.com/�

http://www.nasdpts.org/�

http://www.stnonline.com/�

http://www.schoolbusinfo.org/�

http://www.ncstonline.org/�

http://www.tnmca.net/�

http://www.tnmca.net/�

mailto:ray.robinson@tn.gov�



