Title VI, Part B: Rural Education Achievement Program
Consultant: Paula Gaddis, 615-741-3262, paula.gaddis@tn.gov 

The Rural Education Achievement Program (REAP) is designed to assist rural school districts in using Federal resources more effectively to improve the quality of instruction and student academic achievement.  It consists of two separate programs – the Small, Rural School Achievement (SRSA) program and the Rural and Low-Income Schools (RLIS) program.  

The SRSA program provides eligible LEAs with greater flexibility in using the formula grant funds through the REAP-Flex Option.  It also authorizes formula grant awards directly to LEAs to support a wide range of local activities that support student achievement.  

To be eligible to participate in REAP-Flex and the SRSA grant program, an LEA must –
1. have a total average daily attendance (ADA) of less than 600 students, or serve only schools that are located in counties that have a population density of fewer than 10 persons per square mile; and 
2. serve only schools that have an NCES school locale code of 7 or 8 (assigned by the US Department of Education’s National Center for Education Statistics) or be located in an area of the State defined as rural by a governmental agency of the State. 

The RLIS program authorizes formula grant awards to SEAs, which in turn make subgrants to eligible LEAs that serve concentrations of children from low-income families.  LEAs may use RLIS funds to support a broad array of local activities to support student achievement. 

An LEA is eligible for an allocation under the RLIS program if –
1. 20 percent or more of the children age 5 to 17 served by the LEA are from families with incomes below the poverty line; 
2. all schools served by the LEA have a school locale code of 6, 7, or 8 (assigned by the US Department of Education’s National Center for Education Statistics); and
3. the LEA is not eligible to participate in the SRSA program.  

References
Guidance document as well as link to federal Title VI web site is located at the link below. 
http://www.tn.gov/education/fedprog/fprural.shtml

Helpful Hints
1. If you are in a K-8 district, when completing the portion of the consolidated application for RLIS, there will be a prompt asking you to explain how your use of RLIS funds will affect graduation rates.  Do not include a response of the nature of “NA.”
2. CSPR: Be prepared to describe the progress shown in your district using Title VI funds in meeting the goals of the RLIS Program.  Likely open CREP during a January window for you to provide information.  Quantitative data should be provided where available. (achievement in math and reading/language arts, ELL progress, highly qualified staff, graduation rates)
