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The Migrant Education Program (MEP) is to design programs to help migrant children overcome educational disruption, cultural and language barriers, social isolation, various health-related problems, and other factors that inhibit their ability to do well in school, and to prepare them to make a successful transition to postsecondary education or employment that are a result of the migrant life-style. 

To be considered eligible for the migrant program a child must – 
1. Be between the ages of 3 and 21 without a HS diploma or GED;
2. Have moved in the preceding 36 months from across district lines;
3. Have moved to obtain seasonal or temporary employment in agriculture, dairy, or fishing; and
4. Have moved out of economic necessity.
Identification of migrant students involves several entities.  State-trained migrant recruiters canvas the state looking for migrant families. In addition, the LEAs provide a key element in the identification of migrant students with the completion of the Occupation Survey for each student new to the district.  Based on information provided by both of these sources, the State determines student eligibility and subsequently grants a Certificate of Eligibility (COE).  You should always indicate in your local data system whether a student has qualified for migrant status.  However, it is the State that loads the migrant indicator into EIS based on the COE. 
Tennessee Opportunity Programs (TOPS) is a non-profit that is contracted by the State for support of the migrant program in the areas of data collection, recruitment, and provision of program services.  Any request for data or student information from TOPS regarding migrant students should be viewed the same as if it were a request from the State.  

Grants for funding a local MEP are a separate application than the Consolidated Application that covers all other federal programs. A typical MEP in Tennessee is a migrant summer program running anywhere from 1 to 8 weeks in length. In areas of lower concentration of migrant students where a summer program is not possible, individual student tutoring both in school and in the home are provided.  The State provides services to out-of-school youth and pre-school children. 
NCLB requires much data be collected for migrant students.  Data is to be collected to support the annual CSPR as well as the Migrant Student Information Exchange (MSIX) data base.  Individual Student Report(ISR) forms are submitted any time a migrant student leaves the district. This same report is completed at the end of each school year for all migrant student enrolled at that time. 
 References 
Federal Guidance as well as numerous other resources is available on the State web site

http://www.tn.gov/education/fedprog/fpmigrant.shtml 
Hints

1. Read all communications from TOPS and the State. (Jessica Castañeda/Grace Johnson)
2. Seek assistance for any concern you have for migrant students.
