
MV Program Thinking

Moving from Compliance to 

Quality

Diana Bowman

National Center for Homeless Education

dbowman@serve.org

336-315-7453

mailto:dbowman@serve.org


Ensure access to school and appropriate 
services

ωReview and revise policies 

ωDisseminate public notice of educational rights

ωEnsure identification

ωImmediately enroll

ωEnsure homeless children and youth are not 
stigmatized or segregated

LEA Requirements in MV



ωLink homeless students to needed services 
(transportation, Head Start, ELL, special education).

ωEnsure coordination between MV and Title I, Part A.

ωMaintain and transfer records in a timely fashion.

ωAssist with obtaining immunization records or 
immunizations.

ωPromote awareness among staff of the needs of 
students experiencing homelessness.

Ensure access to school and 

appropriate services (cont.)



ωKeep children in their school of origin to the extent 
feasible (in their best interest); provide 
transportation.

ωEnsure the right to attend the school of origin extends 
for the entire duration of homelessness or remainder  
of school year when housing attained.

Reduce school transfers and enhance 

educational stability and continuity



ωEnsure homeless parents are fully informed of the 
enrollment options and educational opportunities 
available to their children.

ωProvide written explanation to parents should 
disputes arise over school selection or school 
enrollment and refer parents to liaisons to mediate 
such disputes.

ωProvide homeless parents with meaningful 
opportunities to participate in the education of their 

children.

Strengthen parental choice and 

involvement



ωImmediately enroll.

ωMaintain to extent feasible (best interest) in 
school of origin.

ωImmediately enroll in school in which they 
seek enrollment pending dispute resolution.

ωLink with needed services.

Ensure educational rights of 

unaccompanied youths



ωInform preschools operated by the LEA or SEA 
of MV.

ωDevelop policies and strategies to facilitate 
enrollment of homeless children in preschool 
programs.

Ensure access to public preschool 

programs for young homeless 

children



ωCollaborate and coordinate with state coordinators, 
community service providers, and school personnel 
responsible for the provision of education and related 

services to homeless children and youth.

Establish collaborations and 

partnerships



ωAnnual submission of CSPR data.

LEA Toolkit

http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/toolkit/chapters.pdf

Collect and submit data on 

homeless children and youth



How can this be manageable!



Big Picture Thinking
List of activities

ÅEvery activity is just as 

important as any other ï

difficult to distinguish 

level of importance (long 

lists are overwhelming)

ÅShort-term focus

ÅSuccess is measured by 

whether the activity is 

completed, not whether 

this is the best activity or 

if the activity is done well

�9 Programmatic approach

ÅTargeted and ñchunkedò 
activities based on a 

limited set of goals, derived 

from needs

ÅActivities not related to 

goals are eliminated ï

prioritization �±better use 
of time and resources
ÅLong-term perspective

ÅSuccess is measured by 

whether the goal is 

reached and need is 

addressed


