Private School Participation in Federal Programs
Consultant: Paula Gaddis, 615-741-3262, paula.gaddis@tn.gov
ESEA requires equitable services for private school students, teachers and other educational personnel in some of its major programs through the Uniform Provisions in Title IX.  The LEA is to provide equitable services consistent with the number of eligible students enrolled in private schools.  Programs in NCLB that require equitable participation include Titles IA, IB, IC, Titles IIA and D, Title III, Title IV.  Funding is considered to be assistance to the individual student, teacher, or parent and not the private school. 
Generally, to qualify for assistance under Title I, a student must reside within the attendance area of a participating public school located in a low-income area and be failing, or at risk of failing, to meet student academic achievements standards.  Money flows from the attendance area of residence to the student in the private school for Title I participation. Funding for other Title participation is determined by the location of the private school.
Services provided for all Titles must be developed in consultation with officials of the private schools. On-going consultation between the LEA and the private school is critical and is the foundation for private school participation in any federal program.  Consultation must occur before the LEA officials make any decision that affects the opportunity for private school children to participate. Consultation must be timely and meaningful and occur during the design, development, and implementation of the program. Ultimately, the LEA officials make the final decisions regarding provision of services after consultation has occurred. 
A private school may participate in all, select, or no federal programs.  Decisions are made in January for the following school year’s participation. 
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Hints
1. Don’t shortchange the consultation process.
2. Be diligent when determining student and teacher eligibility for participation.
