FAMILY AND COMMUNITY ENGAGMENT PROGRAM OVERVIEW
What is parental involvement under No Child Left Behind? Source- Parental Involvement: Title I, Part A Non-Regulatory Guidance:
Parental involvement always has been a centerpiece of Title I. However, for the first time in the history of the ESEA, it has a specific statutory definition. The statute defines parental involvement as the participation of parents in regular, two way, and meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring—

• that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;

• that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school;

• that parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in 

  decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child; and

• that other activities are carried out, such as those described in section 1118 of the ESEA (Parental Involvement). [Section 9101(32), ESEA.]

Section 1118 of No Child Left Behind requires each school district receiving Title I, Part A funds to implement programs, activities and procedures designed to involve parents. According to the Act, school districts must: 
· Consult with parents of children participating in Title I programs to develop and carry out the parental involvement programs. 
· To the extent practicable, provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information and school reports in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language parents understand. 

· Work with parents in jointly developing and distributing to parents of participating children a written parental involvement policy that is incorporated into the district's plan. The policy must describe how the district will involve parents in the development of the district's NCLB plan and the process of school review and involvement. The Act requires the parental involvement policy to describe how the district will assist schools in planning and carrying out effective parent involvement activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance. 

· Coordinate and integrate activities under this policy with parental involvement strategies under other programs. 
· Conduct, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the parental involvement policy. The evaluation is then to be used to improve, and if necessary, revise the policy. The Tennessee Department of Education must review the school district's parental involvement policies and practices to determine if they meet federal requirements. 

Program References:  

1. TN State Department, Family and Community Engagement  

    
2" 
http://tennessee.gov/education/fedprog/fpparentinvolve.shtml 


 

2. U.S. Dept. of Education, Section 1118 Parental Involvement 
     http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg2.html#sec1118 

3. Parental Involvement: Title I, Part A Non-Regulatory Guidance

    http://www2.ed.gov/programs/titleiparta/parentinvguid.pdf 
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