English as a Second Language (ESL) Highly Qualified

In order to meet the requirements for the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 for ensuring that teachers who provide instruction are highly qualified, the following guidelines will offer guidance on meeting the intent of the provision.

In addition to being certified in ESL, a teacher who has the following certification/documentation will be highly qualified in teaching ESL: 

1. A passing score on the Praxis specialty area exam for ESL.

                                              OR

2. A master’s degree (MEd) in English, Education, Curriculum and Instruction, or Linguistics with an area of emphasis in teaching ESL or bilingual education.

                                                           OR

3. An academic major in ESL:  24 semester hours possibly including up to six hours in a foreign language.  
                                                           OR

4. National Board Certification in ESL.

                                                            OR

5. Can qualify using the Professional Matrix under the Housse Option.  
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