Private School Technical Assistance Conference Call

October 17, 2005

Participants

Christie Lentz, TN Dept. of Education

Maureen Dowling, U.S. Dept. of Education

Deborah Williams, South Central FSC, TN Dept. of Education

Brenda Jones, Mid-Cumberland FSC, TN Dept. of Education

Judy Walters, East TN FSC, TN Dept. of Education

Patty Wright, East TN FSC, TN Dept. of Education

Bonnie Bender, Sumner County Schools

Georgia Dawson, Tipton County Schools

Wanda Holman, Metro Nashville Public Schools

Tom Vandiver, Metro Nashville Public Schools

Lori Smith, Metro Nashville Public Schools

Millie Settles, Metro Nashville Public Schools

Donna Hackett, Metro Nashville Public Schools

Amy Wise, Rutherford County Schools

Ann McCrave, Rutherford County Schools

Kathryn Knight, Rutherford County Schools
Carol Lane, Rutherfod County Schools
Cindy Gammons, Macon County Schools

Carole Hughey, Memphis City Schools

Mimi Zigler, Memphis City Schools

Theresa Utley, Memphis City Schools

Terry Milam, Memphis City Schools

Andrew Duck, Memphis City Schools

Nathan Boyd, Jackson-Madison County Schools

Christine Hart, Jackson-Madison County Schools

Lucile Phillips, Hamilton County Schools

Wayne Star, Hamilton County Schools

Shawn Glen, Hamilton County Schools

Sonya Babb, Hamilton County Schools

John Kilpatrick, Inner City Christian Academy

Ed Abbott, Kingsport City Schools

Sarah Thomasson, Kingsport City Schools

Christie Lentz asked the participants on the call to identify themselves and indicate what school district or organization they worked for.  She then introduced Maureen Dowling, U.S. Dept of Education and turned the table over to Ms. Dowling.

Ms. Dowling began by telling everyone that she will be reviewing the section concerning Title I A first.  She stresses that there must be a timely and meaningful consultation between the public school district personnel and private school personnel.  This consultation must take place before any decisions are made.  The public school officials need to take into consideration what the needs are of the private school teachers and students.
Money for services to the private schools never flows to the private school.  The public school district is held accountable for the money and this is the reason that the funds do not flow through to the private school.

Focus should be placed on children who are failing or are most at risk for failing.  Regulations focus on eligible Title I students.  Private school students and teachers are entitled to benefits and services.

Timely and meaningful consultation needs to be held with private school officials before any decision is made that will affect the private school participants.  Suggestions for timely consultation are available on the U.S. Dept. of Education website.  The consultation needs to be a meeting, it can be either face-to-face or conference call. Consultation needs to be ongoing.  During the meeting, public school officials need to find out what the needs of the private school students are, what services need to be offered, how will services be provided – by public school personnel or by a third party provider, what percentage of funds are for allotted for private schools (the private school has the right to know), what professional development needs to be offered, what parental involvement will be offered to parents of private school.

Third party providers – if the private school wants a third party provider to provide Title I A services, but the public school district decides not to use the third party provider, the private school officials can ask for a written explanation of why the school district will not use the third party provider.

Private school does have right to formerly complaint, if they don’t think there has been a timely and meaningful consultation.  Public school personnel and private school officials should try to resolve these situations at the local level, however, if the situation cannot be resolved at the local level, the private school can complaint to the TN Dept. of Education.  If the situation cannot be resolved at the local or state level, Ms. Dowling will be glad to answer questions concerning the unresolved issue.

Private school officials have the right to know how the per pupil allocation was determined.

There is a possibility of pooling funds to maximize funds.  The public school district should pool the funds unless there is some kind of administrative problem in doing so.
The private school officials have the right to know what the selection criteria are in identifying eligible students.

During the consultation these questions should be addressed:

How will a Title I teacher coordinate with the regular private school teacher, so that the student will improve in the classroom.

What assessments tools will be used, how will the public school district monitor the programs in private schools, what grade levels will be addressed and what subjects will be addressed, what type of services will be provided?
Program Options

What time of day will services be provided (can be during summer school)?  How will services be provided? – Third party or LEA personnel.  How will Title I eligible students be identified – LEA should consult with private school officials before making decision.  The LEA has the final decision on what gradespan will be served.  If LEA decides to provide Title I to grades 1 and 2 students within the school the private school gets services to grades K-5 because the gradespan is decided by where the services are provided (determined my gradespan, not specific grade levels).  Services can be different for public school students and private school students according to the students’ specific needs.  For eligibility of private school students refer to the regulations.

Generating funds

Take off administrative funds first, then take balance and break it down to per pupil allocation.  To determine funds for the private schools – the funds will be determined by the number of low income private school students times the per pupil allocation.  The funds are to be used for instructional services only.  LEAs are required to take off top of the allocation.  If LEA provides systemwide services, the private schools are eligible to participate in the systemwide services.  Equitable services would apply.  Equitable services does not mean the private school has to participate in systemwide services, but does mean that the private school should get accurate percentage of the funds set aside according to the number of eligible students to be served.
For 3rd party providers, administrative costs should be reasonable for implementation and the cost of administrative costs should be coming out of the LEAs administrative funds, not instructional funds.

Decisions made concerning 3rd party contract negotiations should be made by the LEA.  

The students who generate the Title I funds must reside in a Title I school attendance area and meet requirements for low income.
Students receiving funds for Title I services must reside in Title I school attendance are, but does not have to be low income; however the student served must be at risk for failing or failing.

Title I services cannot supplant what the private school is doing, but should supplement what the student gets inside the regular classtime in the provided subject area.  The LEA needs to annually assess the progress of the programs to see if there is progress being made.  If the LEA discovers there isn’t progress then the LEA should modify the program to try to meet those needs and goals.

Equitable services should be provided to the teachers and family in the private school.  This can be done along with the LEA or separately, where professional development or parental involvement are concerned.
Ms. Lentz agreed to send a timeline out to the participants via email.
Equitable services for teachers and family

Equitable services can be along with the LEA or separately for professional development or parental involvement.  Title I services may take place at the private school site.

Ms. Dowling informed the participants that Ms. Virginia Berg is the Title I Coordinator for the USDOE if they needed to contact her so that they can ask questions about Title I services.

Title I A eligibility and funding

There is no minimum number of eligible students for Title I funding.

Ms. Dowling thanked all the participants who joined the conference call specifically for the Title I section and told them that the rest of the presentation would cover the other Title Programs.  She told them that if they called in just for Title I, they were welcome to hang up or to stay and listen to the rest of the presentation.

All Other Title Programs.

Pooling of funds allows generating funding for all the students eligible in attendance area and pooling also allows all the money to be used on all the private schools.

All Title Programs other than Title I are governed by the provisions set forth in Title IX.  

To address needs of private school teachers and students

To get services – it is the district which the private school is located (geographically).

Residency is not an issue with the other titles.  There are 12 programs that require equitable services for private schools.

Title V has its own provision for funding and equitable services, but the provisions are mostly just like the provisions made by Title IX.

The law does not require a timeline (but the USDOE does recommend a timeline) for timely consultation with private school personnel.

Private schools have the right to request in writing why a 3rd party provider will not be used.

Private school officials should be consulted before any decisions are made that would impact private schools.

Expenditures should be equitable in public and private schools.

If LEA wants to take into consideration the low income at private schools, they must use the same standard for public schools students – equitable services.

Responsibility to provide services falls on the LEA.

Reading First is a discretionary grant, but equitable services need to be met.

LEA needs to consult with participating private schools for Reading First grant before the grant application is submitted to the state.  LEA must consult with the private school before the application is submitted each time, not once a year, but for Reading First once every 3 years.

Under Migrant Education – if pubic schools receive funds, the LEA must let the private school know even though they may not have eligible students.

Professional Development

When developing professional development, the students should be evaluated for the desired outcomes to see if a particular time of professional development is needed.

Math and Science Partnership is a discretionary grant and the LEA must consult with private school officials to get input before applying for the grant.

Title IIIA should be discussed with the private school officials to see if they have any LEP students that are eligible for services.  The LEA should inform the private schools about title services and give them a chance to make informed decisions about taking the funding in question or opting out.
Safe & Drug Free School – must consult with private schools before making decisions concerning Sate & Drug Free schools.

The LEA must consult with the private schools before applying for the 21st Century grants.  21st Century requires equitable services to the participating private schools.

Title V still requires services even though it is not governed by Title IX.

Christie thanked Ms. Dowling for taking the time out her busy  schedule to present via this conference call to state department personnel and school system personnel
