No Child Left Behind—Blue Ribbon Schools Program

The No Child Left Behind—Blue Ribbon Schools Program honors public and private K-12 schools that are either academically superior in their states or that demonstrate dramatic gains in student achievement.

In September, the Secretary of Education invites the Commissioner to nominate schools, based on very specific criteria that is sent to the state and posted to the web at http://www.ed.gov/programs/nclbbrs/applicant.html. 
Selection Requirements:
There are two categories for selecting Blue Ribbon Schools.  The two categories are High Performing and Improving Schools.  The Chief State School Officer (CSSO) must ensure that the schools meet the Department’s criteria for recognition before sending their names to the Department
Please note: Schools must now be nominated based on their whole school performance, not just the highest grade tested. As a result, the Department has defined “high performing” to include the top 15 percent of schools in a state.

1) High performing schools. “High performing” is defined by the CSSO of each state, but at a minimum means:

(a) that the achievement of the school’s students in the most recent year tested places the school among the highest performing schools in the state on state assessments of reading (or English language arts) and mathematics, and

(b) disaggregated results for student subgroups, including students from disadvantaged backgrounds, must be similar to the results for all students tested.

2) Improving schools: If at least 40 percent of the school’s students are from disadvantaged backgrounds, a school may qualify if the achievement of its students has improved to high levels. “Improved to high levels” is defined by the CSSO of each state but, at a minimum, means:

(a) the school has demonstrated a positive trend in test results from the earliest to the most recent year tested,

(b) in the most recent year tested, the achievement of the school’s students places the school in the top 40 percent of schools in the state on state assessments of reading (or English language arts) and mathematics, and

(c) disaggregated results for student subgroups, including students from disadvantaged backgrounds, must show improvement similar to that of all students.

A student from a “disadvantaged background” is defined by the CSSO of each state. The definition must include low-income students who are eligible for free and reduced-price school meals and may include students with disabilities and students who are limited English proficient, migrant, or receiving services under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.
At least one-third of the schools nominated must have at least 40 percent disadvantaged students. 

Timeline for 2011 Blue Ribbon Schools:
September: The planned site visits of eligible schools by NCLB consultants and other federal programs staff will occur.
November 22: Public school nominations from the Commissioner. 
December 6: Invitations to apply for recommended schools. 
January 2011: CAPE selects its nominations.

February 18 Completed applications are due to the U.S.D.O.E.

March: Applications are reviewed for completeness and accuracy.

April: Applications are reviewed for compliance with eligibility criteria.

August: States certify that nominated public schools have made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).

September: The Secretary announces the 2010 Blue Ribbon Schools.

November: Two representatives from each school, the principal and a teacher, attend the recognition ceremony in Washington, DC.
Tennessee is allowed six nominations. Eligible schools are determined using the criteria of the USDOE—listed in the application—AYP, past BRS awards, OCR status, civil rights status, IDEA status, for schools with grades 7 or higher if foreign language is a part of the core curriculum*, safety (not persistently dangerous), etc. 
If the school makes AYP the following school year, it will be announced in September as a Blue Ribbon School and will be recognized at a ceremony in Washington that fall.

*This foreign language requirement has been a difficulty for middle schools in TN.  At a recent conference call with USDOE, the following information was given that might be of assistance to schools and LEAs interested in this program as they plan for the next school year: 

“Foreign Language:  Eliminating foreign language as an eligibility requirement is not possible.  Some states expressed their frustration with what we mean by "significant number of students taking the course." Our response is that to qualify as having a foreign language, schools with grade 7 and higher must offer a language that is a full year course and have students taking the full year course.  This would qualify as having foreign language as a part of the core curriculum.  We do not suggest or ask for the percentage of students taking the course.  Another question that came up was "what if a school provides online classes is that acceptable?"  Our response to that is so long as a significant number of students take the course for a full year, they meet the criteria.”

