Literacy Activity:  Question Mark
How do I use the Question Mark? 

Teacher Directions

Preparation Time: 
10 minutes make copies of the Question Mark below
Time to complete: 
30 minutes or more
Benefits of use and extra scaffolds:

· Provides students with examples of how to state higher order thinking questions,

· Brings learning to a higher level that will initiate discussion to heighten brain activity,

· Gives practice to wording thoughts and questions in a more mature and adult approach,  

· Assists in using vocabulary and terminology of the subject matter, and is a

confidence builder.
Step 1

· Make copies of the Question Mark and give a copy to each student.
· Allow students to trim and make it into a personal bookmark.

Step 2

· Review the terms and examples on the bookmark, 
· Explain how the class will be conducted in a manner where the teacher will ask questions that will require analysis, synthesis and evaluation rather than simple recall, and
· Explain how students may use the bookmark to begin wording questions at higher levels during small group activities and for individual responses. 
Note: The Question Mark will be helpful to use with the “What I Know Sheet”, “Non Fiction Directed Reading/Thinking Activity”, “Fiction Prediction”, and Stump the Teacher”.

	QUESTION MARK

	BOOKMARK FOR QUALITY QUESTIONS
Cross-Examination

Knowledge – Identification and recall of information 

· Who, what, when, where, how, describe 

Comprehension – Organization and selection of facts and ideas

· Retell ______ in your own words.

· What is the main idea of ______?

Application – Use of facts, rules, principles, and demonstrates

· How is _____ an example of ______?

· How is ______related to __________?    

· Why is _______________significant?

· Explain the ______________ process.

Analysis – Separation of a whole into component parts

· What are the parts or features of ___?

· Classify ____ according to ________.

· Outline/diagram/web _____________.

· How does _ compare/contrast with __?

· What evidence can you list for _____?

Synthesis – Combination of ideas to form a new whole

· What would you predict or infer from _?

· What ideas can you add to __________?

· How would you create/design a new __?

· What might happen if you combined __

        with _____?   

· What solutions would you suggest for _?

· Troubleshoot __________.

Evaluation – Development of opinions, judgments, or decision

· Do you agree __________________?

· What do you think about _________?

· What is the most important _______?   Prioritize ______________________?

· How would you decide about ______?

· What criteria would you use to assess ____?

 


