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SECTION I: NON-NEGOTIABLE ALIGNMENT CRITERIA
All submissions must be aligned to the Tennessee Social Studies Standards and therefore must meet the non-negotiable criteria of Section I prior to moving to Section II. 
Note: The Tennessee standards including the introduction and grade level standards appropriate to this screening instrument and this screening instrument should be read in full prior to reviewing materials. Evaluators of materials must be well versed in the standards for the grade/course(s) aligned to the materials in question, how the content fits into the progressions in the content standards, and the expectations of the standards. Additionally, special attention should be made to the Social Studies Practices, which are specific skills that students should apply when learning about social studies. The Social Studies Practices should be applied regularly in the classroom and guide inquiry and critical thinking and are not to be done in isolation. 


ANCIENT HISTORY


Course Description: Students will examine the social, geographic, religious, economic, and cultural aspects of major periods of ancient history from prehistoric times to 1500 CE. Students will explore the development of river valley civilizations, the Gupta Empire, the Roman Empire, Classical Greece, Islamic civilizations, American and African civilizations, and the Middle Ages through the beginnings of the Renaissance.

Note: There are instances in the standards where examples are given. The following should be used as a reference for when for those examples:
Including: used to say that a person or thing is a part of a group
i.e.: “that is” or “in other words”; specific examples that should be used
e.g.: “for example”; examples that could be used, but examples are not limited to those listed
such as: introduces an example or examples of something mentioned

SECTION I: NON-NEGOTIABLE ALIGNMENT CRITERIA
All submissions must be aligned to the Tennessee State Social Studies Standards and therefore must meet 100% of the non-negotiable criteria of Section I prior to moving to Section II. 
	SECTION I. Alignment to Tennessee State Social Studies Standards

Part A. The instructional materials represent 100% alignment with the Tennessee State Social Studies Standards and explicitly focus teaching and learning on the grade level standards, topics, and content strands at a level of rigor necessary for students to reach mastery:

	Human Origins and Early Civilizations: Prehistory to 1000 BCE
	Yes
	No
	Evidence (e.g., page numbers and/or examples of inclusion)

	Standard Number
	Content Standard
	
	
	

	AH.01
	Explain the human-environment interaction on hunter-gatherer societies.
	
	
	

	AH.02
	List characteristics typical of hunter-gatherer societies, including their use of tools and fire.
	
	
	

	AH.03
	Describe how the domestication of plants and animals gave rise to stable communities.
	
	
	

	AH.04
	Explain how archaeology and new technologies (e.g., 3D imaging and dating tools) inform our understanding of the past.
	
	
	

	AH.05
	Identify and locate early civilizations (e.g., China, Egypt, Indus River Valley, Mesopotamia), and explain why civilizations arose in those places.
	
	
	

	AH.06
	Compare and contrast the rise of early civilizations (e.g., China, Egypt, Indus River Valley, Mesopotamia) in terms of social, political, and economic development.
	
	
	

	AH.07
	Describe the origins and central features of Hinduism and its distinctions from other early religious traditions:
· Key Person(s): origins in Aryan traditions
· Sacred Texts: The Vedas 
· Basic Beliefs: dharma, karma, reincarnation, and moksha
	
	
	

	Note: There are instances in the standards where examples are given. The following should be used as a reference for when those examples are given:
Including: used to say that a person or thing is a part of a group.
e.g.: “for example”; examples that could be used, but examples are not limited to those listed

	AH.08
	Describe the origins and central features of Judaism and its distinctions from other early religious traditions:
· Key Person(s): Abraham, Moses
· Sacred Texts: The Tanakh (Hebrew Bible) 
· Basic Beliefs: monotheism, Ten Commandments, emphasis on individual worth and personal responsibility
	
	
	

	Early Civilizations and the Rise of Religious Traditions: 1000 BCE-500 CE
	Yes
	No
	Evidence (e.g., page numbers and/or examples of inclusion)

	Content Standard
	
	
	

	AH.09
	Describe the diffusion of Judaism, and analyze its religious, social, and legal contributions.
	
	
	

	AH.10
	Describe the origins and central features of Zoroastrianism: 
· Key Person(s): Zoroaster
· Sacred Texts: the Avesta  
· Basic Beliefs: monotheism, dualism, and humanity
	
	
	

	AH.11
	Describe the characteristics of early civilizations in Persia, including the impact of Zoroastrianism.
	
	
	

	AH.12
	Describe the characteristics of early American civilizations, with emphasis on the Mayans and Olmecs, in terms of geography, society, economy, and religion.
	
	
	

	Note: There are instances in the standards where examples are given. The following should be used as a reference for when those examples are given:
Including: used to say that a person or thing is a part of a group.

	AH.13
	Describe the origins and central features of Shintoism:
· Key Person(s): No singular founder
· Sacred Texts: No sacred text 
· Basic Beliefs: localized tradition that focuses on ritual practices that are carried out with discipline to maintain connections with ancient past; animism
	
	
	

	AH.14
	Describe the origins and central features of Buddhism:
· Key Person(s): Siddhartha Gautama (Buddha)
· Sacred Texts: Tripitaka
· Basic Beliefs: Four Noble Truths, Eightfold Path, Nirvana
	
	
	

	AH.15
	Describe the characteristics of early civilizations in Japan, with emphasis on the impact of Shinto and Buddhist traditions and the influence of Chinese culture.
	
	
	

	AH.16
	Describe the characteristics of early civilizations in China, with emphasis on the development of an empire, the construction of the Great Wall, and the Han Dynasty.
	
	
	

	AH.17
	Compare and contrast the impact of eastern religions (e.g., Confucianism, Taoism) on cultural traditions and social relationships.
	
	
	

	AH.18
	Describe the characteristics of early civilizations in India, with emphasis on the Aryan migrations and the caste system.
	
	
	

	Note: There are instances in the standards where examples are given. The following should be used as a reference for when those examples are given:
e.g.: “for example”; examples that could be used, but examples are not limited to those listed

	AH.19
	Describe the geographic, social, economic, and religious characteristics of the ancient African civilization of Axum, including its replacing Kush.
	
	
	

	The Classical Civilizations of Greece and Rome: 1000-500 BCE
	Yes
	No
	Evidence (e.g., page numbers and/or examples of inclusion)

	Content Standard
	
	
	

	AH.20
	Analyze the role geography played in the rise of Greek city-states, including their political and economic interactions.
	
	
	

	AH.21
	Describe early Greek society, with an emphasis on social classes, cultural traditions, and religious beliefs.
	
	
	

	AH.22
	Compare and contrast the city-states of Athens and Sparta, explaining social structures, the significance of citizenship, and rise of early democracy.
	
	
	

	AH.23
	Evaluate the significance of the Persian and Peloponnesian Wars. 
	
	
	

	AH.24
	Explain the conquest of Greece by Macedonia and the formation and spread of Hellenistic culture by Alexander the Great.
	
	
	

	Note: There are instances in the standards where examples are given. The following should be used as a reference for when those examples are given:
Including: used to say that a person or thing is a part of a group.

	AH.25
	Identify the significant developments and contributions of Greece to the following:
	
	
	

	
	· Architecture
· Art/Drama
· History
· Language
	· Law
· Literature/Poetry
· Medicine
	· Philosophy 
· Religious institutions
· Science
· Technology
	
	
	

	AH.26
	Analyze the role and influence of geography on Roman economic, social, and political development.
	
	
	

	AH.27
	Explain the social and political structures of the Roman Republic, including: the role of slavery, significance of citizenship, and development of democratic features in the government.
	
	
	

	AH.28
	Explain the rise of the Roman military and impacts of its conquests on political affairs, the economy, social structures, and spread of Roman culture.
	
	
	

	AH.29
	Assess the roles of Julius and Augustus Caesar in the collapse of the Roman Republic and the rise of imperial monarchs.
	
	
	

	AH.30
	Explain the economic, social, and political impact of the Pax Romana.
	
	
	

	Note: There are instances in the standards where examples are given. The following should be used as a reference for when those examples are given:
Including: used to say that a person or thing is a part of a group

	AH.31
	Describe the origins, central features, and diffusion of Christianity:
· Key Person(s): Jesus, Paul
· Sacred Texts: The Bible
· Basic Beliefs: monotheism, sin and forgiveness, eternal life, Jesus as the Messiah
	
	
	

	AH.32
	Explain the development and significance of the Christian Church in the late Roman Empire.
	
	
	

	AH.33
	Identify the significant developments and contributions of Rome to the following:
	
	
	

	
	· Architecture
· Art/Drama
· History
· Language
	· Law
· Literature/Poetry
· Medicine
	· Philosophy 
· Religious institutions
· Science
· Technology
	
	
	

	AH.34
	Discuss the reasons for the decline and fall of the Western Roman Empire.
	
	
	

	Post-Classical Civilizations: 300-1000 CE
	Yes
	No
	Evidence  (e.g., page numbers and/or examples of inclusion)

	Standard Number
	Content Standard
	
	
	

	AH.35
	Explain the reasons for the establishment of Constantinople as the capital of the Byzantine Empire.
	
	
	

	AH.36
	Describe the contributions of Justinian (e.g., the codification of Roman law) and the economic and political expansion of the Byzantine Empire.
	
	
	

	AH.37
	Compare and contrast Byzantine art and architecture with previous Greek and Roman traditions.
	
	
	

	AH.38
	Explain disputes that led to the split between the Roman Catholic Church and the Greek Orthodox Church.
	
	
	

	AH.39
	Analyze the Golden Age of India under the Gupta Empire. 
	
	
	

	AH.40
	Describe the origins, central features, and diffusion of Islam:
· Key Person(s): Mohammad
· Sacred Texts: The Quran and The Sunnah 
· Basic Beliefs: monotheism, Five Pillars
	
	
	

	Note: There are instances in the standards where examples are given. The following should be used as a reference for when those examples are given:
e.g.: “for example”; examples that could be used, but examples are not limited to those listed



	AH.41
	Analyze the role geography played in the economic, social, and political development of Islamic civilizations.
	
	
	

	AH.42
	Identify historical turning points that affected the diffusion and influence of Islam, with emphasis on the Sunni-Shi’a division and Battle of Tours.
	
	
	

	AH.43
	Describe cultural and scientific contributions and achievements of Islamic civilizations.
	
	
	

	AH.44
	Explain how the diffusion of Christianity throughout Europe influenced its development after the decline of the Roman Empire.
	
	
	

	AH.45
	Explain the structure of feudal society and its economic, social, and political effects.
	
	
	

	AH.46
	Explain the rise of Frankish kings, the Age of Charlemagne, and the revival of the idea of the Roman Empire.
	
	
	

	AH.47
	Examine the invasions, settlements, and patterns of interaction of migratory groups, including: Angles, Saxons, Magyars, and Vikings.
	
	
	

	Regional Interactions: 1000-1500 CE
	Yes
	No
	Evidence (e.g., page numbers and/or examples of inclusion)

	Content Standard
	
	
	

	AH.48
	Describe the characteristics of civilizations in the Americas, with emphasis on the Maya and Incans, in terms of geography, society, economy, and religion.
	
	
	

	AH.49
	Describe the characteristics of the continuation of civilizations in Africa, with emphasis on Axum, Ghana, and Mali, in terms of geography, society, economy/trade, and religion.
	
	
	

	AH.50
	Describe the development of monarchies (e.g., England, France, Russia, and Spain) as foundations for the later emergence of nation-states.
	
	
	

	AH.51
	Analyze the causes, experiences, and consequences of the Crusades during the medieval period.
	
	
	

	AH.52
	Explain later conflicts in the Eurasian region, with emphasis on the Mongol conquests, the Hundred Years War, and the fall of Constantinople.
	
	
	

	AH.53
	Identify patterns of crisis and recovery related to the Black Death (i.e., Bubonic Plague).
	
	
	

	Note: There are instances in the standards where examples are given. The following should be used as a reference for when those examples are given:
e.g.: “for example”; examples that could be used, but examples are not limited to those listed
i.e.: “that is” or “in other words”; specific examples that should be used



	AH.54
	Describe social, political, and religious developments in the later medieval period (e.g., Magna Carta, decline of feudalism, and church-state conflicts).
	
	
	

	AH.55
	Describe how preservation and integration of Greek, Roman, Chinese, and Arabic knowledge influenced developments in Western Europe (e.g., philosophy, medicine, and technology). 
	
	
	

	AH.56
	Explain the rise of Italian city-states and their political development, including Niccolo Machiavelli’s theory of governing as described in The Prince.
	
	
	

	AH.57
	Examine how economic growth in the Italian city-states enabled patronage for the arts.
	
	
	

	AH.58
	Describe how Renaissance art, literature, and philosophy (e.g., Petrarch) differed from those in the medieval period.
	
	
	

	Note: There are instances in the standards where examples are given. The following should be used as a reference for when those examples are given:
e.g.: “for example”; examples that could be used, but examples are not limited to those listed








	[bookmark: _GoBack]SECTION IA:
	Yes
	No
	Notes (summary of notes from section IA)

	The instructional materials reviewed in section IA represents 100% alignment with the Tennessee Social Studies Standards and explicitly focuses teaching and learning on the grade level standards at a level of rigor necessary for students to reach mastery.
	
	
	











	SECTION I. Alignment to Tennessee State Social Studies Standards

Part B. Focus: Instruction centers on the grade level topic, content strands, and Social Studies Practices at the level articulated within the standards.

	
	Yes
	No*
	* Evidence of extraneous or inaccurate materials

	Materials focus on the grade level standards (i.e., does not include information from outside of the scope of the grade level standards or use disconnected facts and details).
	
	
	

	Materials are accurate and grade level appropriate.
	
	
	

	Part C. Content Strands:  Supports the use of the content topics found within the Tennessee State Standards through the integration of the content strands.  The content strands are focused on the seven disciplines of social studies and represent a way of categorizing knowledge about the human experience.  The content strands help to organize the various themes of social studies instruction at age-appropriate levels. The content strands should be used within instructional materials to show the interconnectedness of the content strands with each other.

	Content Strand
	Targets for Content Strand 
	Yes
	No
	Evidence (include evidence of the integration of the content strands)

	Culture
	Use culture and cultural diversity to understand how human beings create, learn, share, and adapt to culture.
	
	
	

	
	Understand the role of culture in shaping lives and society.
	
	
	

	Economics  
	Use economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, issues, and systems.
	
	
	

	
	Make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
	
	
	

	Geography  
	Use knowledge of geographic locations, patterns, and processes to show the interrelationship between the physical environment and human activity.
	
	
	

	
	Explain the interactions that occur in an increasingly interdependent world. 
	
	
	

	
	Use knowledge of perspectives as well as practices and products of cultural, ethnic, and social groups to analyze the impact of their commonality and diversity within local, national, regional, and global settings.
	
	
	

	History
	Use materials drawn from the diversity of the human experience to analyze and interpret significant events, patterns, and themes in history.
	
	
	

	Politics (Politics/ Government)
	Use knowledge of the purposes, structures, and processes of political systems at the local, state, national, and international levels.  
	
	
	

	
	Understand that people create systems of government as structures of power and authority to provide order, maintain stability, and promote the general welfare.
	
	
	

	
	Use knowledge of the rights and responsibilities of citizenship in order to examine and evaluate civic ideals and to participate in community life and the American democratic system.
	
	
	

	Additional comments on integration of the content strands into the materials:









	Part D. Social Studies Practices:  Social studies practices are specific skills that students should apply when learning social studies. They provide learning experiences that support a progression of student competencies and skills through active engagement and the continuous refinement of knowledge and ability through the content topics found in the grade or course level standards. Instructional materials should provide resources through which teachers engage in the SSP. This may include but are not limited to the following:  graphics, artifacts, media sources, technology sources, and other Primary and Secondary sources.

	Social Studies Practices
	Targets for the Social Studies Practices
	Yes
	No
	Evidence (include evidence of knowledge and skill progression within units, grade level, and between grade levels)

	SSP.01
	Gather information from a variety of primary and secondary sources.
	
	
	

	SSP.02 
	Critically examine primary or secondary source(s).
	
	
	

	SSP.03 
	Organize data from a variety of sources. 
	
	
	

	SSP.04
	Construct and communicate arguments supported by evidence. 
	
	
	

	SSP.05 
	Develop historical awareness.
	
	
	

	SSP.06 
	Develop geographic awareness. 
	
	
	

	Additional comments on the Social Studies Practices within materials: 










ANCIENT HISTORY
SECTION II: ADDITIONAL ALIGNMENT CRITERIA AND INDICATORS OF QUALITY
All submissions must be aligned to the Tennessee State Social Studies Standards and therefore must meet 100% of the non-negotiable criteria of Section I prior to moving to Section II.
	SECTION II: ADDITIONAL ALIGNMENT CRITERIA AND INDICATORS OF QUALITY

Part A. Key Areas of Focus

	
	Yes
	No
	Evidence

	Rigor: Learning experiences provide opportunities for thought, discourse, and practice in an interconnected and social context.  
	
	
	

	Coherence: Units and instructional sequences are coherent and organized in a logical manner that builds upon knowledge and skills learned in prior grades or earlier in the year. 
	
	
	

	Literacy: Supports student communication within a historical context through providing consistent opportunities for students to utilize literacy skills in reading, writing, vocabulary, speaking and listening.

	


	
	

	
	Evidence

	A Note on Bias and Sensitivity: Social, ethnic, racial, religious, and gender bias is best determined at the local level where educators have in-depth knowledge of the culture and values of the community in which students live. 
As you review materials, please note any possible bias/sensitivity issues for use at the local level. 
	



	SECTION II: ADDITIONAL ALIGNMENT CRITERIA AND INDICATORS OF QUALITY

Part B. Student Engagement and Instructional Supports. 

	
	Yes
	No
	Evidence and/or comments

	a. Engages students through real-world, relevant, thought-provoking questions, problems, and tasks that stimulate interest and elicit critical thinking and problem solving.

	
	
	

	b. Includes differentiated materials that provides support for the following: ELL students, students with disabilities, or struggling learners.
	
	
	

	c. Includes differentiated materials that provides support for students approaching mastery as well as extensions for students already meeting mastery or with high interest.
	
	
	





	SECTION II: ADDITIONAL ALIGNMENT CRITERIA AND INDICATORS OF QUALITY

Part C. Monitoring Student Progress

	
	Yes
	No
	Evidence and/or comments

	a. Assessments collect data on all topics, content strands, and social studies practices within each grade level and allow students to show mastery in concert with each other (e.g., assessments are contextualized and serve to address specific events/topics or answer specific questions).
	
	
	

	b. Assesses student mastery using methods that are unbiased and accessible to all students.
	
	
	

	c. Includes aligned rubrics or scoring guidelines that provide sufficient guidance for interpreting student performance.

	
	
	

	d. Uses varied modes of curriculum embedded assessments that may include pre-, formative-, summative-, and self-assessment measures.
	
	
	

	e. Assessments are embedded throughout instructional materials as tools for students’ learning and teachers’ monitoring of instruction.
	
	
	

	f. Assessments provide teachers with a range of data to inform instruction.
	
	
	





	SECTION II: ADDITIONAL ALIGNMENT CRITERIA AND INDICATORS OF QUALITY

Part D. Teacher Support Materials

	
	Yes
	No
	Evidence

	a. Provides grade-level background information and context to guide integration of all topics, content strands, and social studies practices within the lessons, units, and grade.
	
	
	

	b. Includes strategies that assist teachers in incorporating appropriate and integral connections between social studies and other subject areas (e.g., mathematics, ELA, science, visual and performing arts, CTE)
	
	
	

	c. Provides strategies and guidance to support the inclusion of “hands-on” activities with other practices (e.g., asking questions, engagement in argument).
	
	
	

	d. Strategies included to assist teachers in identifying student misconceptions and the reason(s) that prevent student mastery of the topics, content strands, and social studies practices within the standards.
	
	
	

	e. Includes strategies to help teachers identify ways in which activities or learning experiences can be contextualized to the school environment (e.g., place- based learning experiences).  
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