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[bookmark: h.gjdgxs][bookmark: _GoBack]Handout 3e: Tips for Promoting Responsibility and Choice

Educators can promote responsibility and choice within and across classrooms to promote both academic and social and personal outcomes. As you have found when reviewing this module, individual teachers can incorporate strategies, such as encouraging self-directed learning, incorporating democratic norms within their classroom, or they may want to take a more programmatic approach and engage in student-led conferences or service learning with colleagues across their campus. Regardless of the approach you take, you will need a plan that identifies that approach; resources you will need; and even connections you may need to make with different stakeholders, such as your students, their parents, your colleagues, school administrators, or others in your community.
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Implementing Peer Tutoring

Tips and Considerations for Implementing Peer Tutoring
While peer tutoring programs can be implemented across campus or even between campuses, individual teachers can reap the benefits of peer tutoring with students in their classrooms. Peer tutoring usually involves pairs of students (or dyads), but these pairs can change over time. When implementing aspects of peer tutoring in your classroom, consider the following practices (Burns, 2006: Miller, 2005). 

· Identify the content and context for peer tutoring dyads. Will peer tutoring occur in a specific subject area or multiple areas? It may be best to identify specific outcomes, such as improved comprehension or the use of academic language, for a given activity or unit first. Also, consider how students of varying ability levels will benefit from the experience.
· Ascertain or develop tutoring resources. You may be able to find resources to guide the peer tutoring process, such as descriptions of roles, norms, timing, and a means to collect data from the additional resources or elsewhere. Many teachers incorporate peer tutoring as part of existing instructional materials and activities.
· Train peer tutors in your selected model. You may want to incorporate a prescriptive model or generate a hybrid approach. For the latter, be sure to provide students a chance to practice appropriate behaviors, question stems, checklists or rubrics, or other resources you find or develop.
· Identify the goals for peer tutoring. Your students will benefit most when they understand the specific goals they are to address during peer-tutoring sessions. They should be stated and are often listed on or added to data records students generate.   
· Consider how you will pair students. It’s natural to consider pairing students with high ability in a subject area with those that are struggling, but be sure all students benefit. Consider whether students will remain in their dyads over time or will rotate through different pairs. In some cases, student personalities, backgrounds, and experiences may influence your decision for generating pairs.
· Evaluate the effectiveness of your peer tutoring. Generate a means to monitor and evaluate your peer tutoring groups in action and the outcomes they do or don’t achieve. You may want to add peer tutoring data to student portfolios or data notebooks. You may even want to capture short recordings of peer tutoring sessions. If you’re collaborating with colleagues, plan time during PLC or department meetings to review the outcomes from your peer tutoring efforts.

Additional Resources for Implementing Peer Tutoring
Burns, E. (2006). Pause, prompt and praise—peer tutored reading for pupils with learning difficulties. British Journal of Special Education, 33(2), 62-67. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-8578.2006.00416.x. (Requires purchase or institutional login to Wiley Online Library.)

Hollenbach, L. (April 5, 2018). TchTips: Is peer teaching on your classroom menu? [Blog post]. Teaching Channel. Available at https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2018/04/05/tch-tips-peer-teaching. 

School Retool. (n.d.) Students as teachers. Available at http://schoolretool.org/big-idea/students-as-teachers. 

What Works Clearinghouse. (July 9, 2007). ClassWide Peer Tutoring. WWC Intervention Report. Washington, DC: Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education. Available at https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/InterventionReports/WWC_CWPT_070907.pdf. 

What Works Clearinghouse. (May, 2012). Peer-Assisted Learning/Literacy Strategies. WWC Intervention Report. Washington, DC: Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education. Available at https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/InterventionReports/wwc_pals_050112.pdf. 

Videos from The Iris Center at Vanderbilt University on using PALS in high school:
· PALS high school: Paragraph shrinking. Available at https://youtu.be/J9NN7g7W-pU. 
· PALS high school: partner reading with retell. Available at https://youtu.be/fpwIC7z1uXE.
· PALS high school: Prediction relay. Available at https://youtu.be/9lBjHYffzlk. 

Videos from Teaching Channel on Peer Tutoring
· Math homework review: Peer teaching. Lesson objective: Students use their expertise to help each other learn. (Grade 3-4, Math). Available at https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/student-peer-teaching. 
· Peer conferencing. Lesson objective: Participate in peer conferences to assess and improve personal narrative drafts. (Grade 7, English language arts). Available at https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/peer-conferencing. 
· Peer-to-peer tutoring. Lesson Objective: Students collaborate to support deeper learning. (High school ELL students). Available at https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/ell-peer-tutoring-inps. 



Develop a Plan for Implementing Peer Tutoring in Your Classroom or School
	
	Prompts
	Notes

	Planning
	· How do I plan to implement peer tutoring in my classroom or school?
· How will I know if my/our peer tutoring efforts have been successful?
· How long will I need to implement peer tutoring fully? What milestones or benchmarks should I/we reach along the way?
· What information do I need to implement peer tutoring? What strategy(ies) will I use?
· What resources are necessary?
· How will students, other teachers, and/or my administration be involved in implementing peer tutoring? What will they need to know or be able to do?
	

	Monitoring
	· How are the information or strategies I’ve selected helping me implement peer tutoring?
· How well am I meeting benchmarks or milestones?
· What patterns of information are emerging from peer tutoring strategies I’ve selected?
· Are the resources sufficient? Do I need others?
· How are students, my colleagues, and school administrators reacting to my peer tutoring initiative? What successes have I noted? What challenges do I need to overcome?
· Do I need to adjust my goal(s) or the actions I’m taking?
	

	Evaluating
	· To what degree did I successfully implement peer tutoring? Was the goal appropriate?
· What have I learned from implementing peer tutoring? 
· What were the best resources and why?
· What did my students learn from the process? Other teachers? My school administration? What do they know now? What can they do? 
· What will I do differently in the future based on implementing peer tutoring this year?
	




Additional Resources for Implementing Peer Tutoring
Burns, E. (2006). Pause, prompt and praise—peer tutored reading for pupils with learning difficulties. British Journal of Special Education, 33(2), 62-67. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-8578.2006.00416.x. (Requires purchase or institutional login to Wiley Online Library.)

Hollenbach, L. (April 5, 2018). TchTips: Is peer teaching on your classroom menu? [Blog post]. Teaching Channel. Available at https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2018/04/05/tch-tips-peer-teaching. 

School Retool. (n.d.) Students as teachers. Available at http://schoolretool.org/big-idea/students-as-teachers. 

What Works Clearinghouse. (July 9, 2007). ClassWide Peer Tutoring. WWC Intervention Report. Washington, DC: Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education. Available at https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/InterventionReports/WWC_CWPT_070907.pdf. 

What Works Clearinghouse. (May, 2012). Peer-Assisted Learning/Literacy Strategies. WWC Intervention Report. Washington, DC: Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education. Available at https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/InterventionReports/wwc_pals_050112.pdf. 

Videos from The Iris Center at Vanderbilt University on using PALS in high school:
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· PALS high school: partner reading with retell. Available at https://youtu.be/fpwIC7z1uXE.
· PALS high school: Prediction relay. Available at https://youtu.be/9lBjHYffzlk. 

Videos from Teaching Channel on Peer Tutoring
· Math homework review: Peer teaching. Lesson objective: Students use their expertise to help each other learn. (Grade 3-4, Math). Available at https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/student-peer-teaching. 
· Peer conferencing. Lesson objective: Participate in peer conferences to assess and improve personal narrative drafts. (Grade 7, English language arts). Available at https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/peer-conferencing. 
· Peer-to-peer tutoring. Lesson Objective: Students collaborate to support deeper learning. (High school ELL students). Available at https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/ell-peer-tutoring-inps. 
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