[bookmark: _GoBack]Buy American Certification
We require that suppliers comply with the Buy American provision in all program meals and:
1) certify that the products they are offering are domestic; or
2) request permission to provide an alternative item when domestic is not available or is priced substantially higher than the non-domestic item.
Requests for alternatives or exceptions should be made as a last resort. However, if you do not have a domestic item to provide for any line-item specification on this bid, we will entertain a request for exception at the time of bid. Requests for exceptions during the bid period must be made in writing using this same form. All requests must be submitted at least (_) days prior to the scheduled delivery date.
	Item as specified (include vendor number)
	Reason for exception (check one: “Limited or lack of availability” or “Price”)
	Alternative substitute item (include vendor number)
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In all cases, the school food authority (SFA) is the determining official that makes the decision to accept non-domestic items. Unless a specific exception has been granted, non-domestic items may not be shipped.
What other alternatives to using non-domestic food products were considered? 

I/We, __________________________, certify that all food items on this bid have at least ___ percent U.S. content and were processed in the U.S., except for those listed above.
Vendor Certification

          Authorized signature				            Date
