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BOARD OF PROBATION AND PAROLE SETS SPECIAL RESTRICTIONS FOR SEX OFFENDERS DURING HALLOWEEN

NASHVILLE, TN – The Board of Probation and Parole (BOPP) supervises approximately 2,000 felony sex offenders closely every day of the year.  During the Halloween season, special additional limitations are added to the normal daily supervision standards.

Gary Tullock, Director of BOPP Field Services comments, “Due to the large number of children going door to door during Halloween night, BOPP takes extra steps in assuring that sex offenders are aware of restrictions on their actions during this time.  Offenders under BOPP supervision should adhere to limitations on any day but Halloween does create some unusual situations.  BOPP Officers want every child to have a safe and enjoyable experience during this exciting time”.

Special Restrictions placed on sex offenders during Halloween include:

· Sex Offenders should avoid any location where special Halloween events are being held, even if they are not just scheduled on October 31st (i.e. haunted houses, corn mazes, etc.)

· No handing out treats by the offender or by anyone at their residence

· No displaying of Halloween decorations that might attract children

· No accompanying children to trick-or-treat

· No wearing costumes

Mr. Tullock says, “To help insure compliance, BOPP Officers will be conducting spot checks on offender compliance during Halloween.  Partnerships with law enforcement are also being utilized to help check on sex offenders during this time but it is still a good idea for parents to accompany their children on Halloween”.     

BOPP supervises over 52,000 felony offenders in Tennessee and approximately 2,000 of the felony offenders are sex offenders.  However, over 8,100 sex offenders in Tennessee have registered with the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation Sex Offender Registry.
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