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Probation, Parole and Community Corrections Officers Earn Special Recognition
NASHVILLE, TN – Governor Phil Bredesen has issued a Proclamation proclaiming July 16 – 22, 2006 as Probation, Parole and Community Corrections Officers Week in Tennessee.  Probation, Parole and Community Corrections Officers are responsible for supervising over 57,000 felony offenders in Tennessee placed under probation or parole supervision.  These individuals serve the interest of the public and very often their contributions and successes go unnoticed.  They are dedicated to serving crime victims and the general public by requiring offenders to be accountable for offenses committed.  Their efforts, care, concern, and unselfish commitment to public safety make our communities a safer place.  

Probation, Parole and Community Corrections Officers are truly agents of change who wear a multitude of hats during the course of their workday.  They are observers, listeners, investigators, analysts, advisors, motivators, educators, facilitators, problem solvers, and crime prevention specialists.  They have contact with offenders in Board of Probation and Parole offices, in offender’s homes, in workplaces, in treatment programs, and in the community. The challenges are tremendous but Probation, Parole and Community Corrections Officers also work in partnership with law enforcement, community interest agencies/groups, and other resources available to assist offenders in their efforts toward leading a law-abiding and productive lifestyle. In many cases, Probation and Parole and Community Corrections Officers are the only support system an offender may have.  All of this is done in an effort to ensure that the offender will have the best opportunity to be successful in the community, thereby adding to the safety of the public.

Members of the community are encouraged to join together during Probation, Parole and Community Corrections Week to honor these professionals who work for us each and every day of the year to make our communities a safer place to live.  The increase in the number of offenders under supervision, the impact of drugs, the availability and use of weapons and the increase of violent behavior are just a few of the challenges these officers face on a daily basis.

The Board of Probation and Parole is an independent State Commission governed by a seven member Board, all appointed by the Governor.  The Board is charged with the responsibility for deciding which felony offenders will be granted parole and released from incarceration to community-based supervision.  Along with the supervision of those granted parole, the Board is also responsible for supervising felony offenders who are placed on probation by Criminal Courts.  The Board of Probation and Parole is also responsible for administering grants to 19 Community Corrections Programs in Tennessee.  Community Corrections Programs were created to divert low-risk felony offenders from the Tennessee prison system.  Community Corrections Programs monitor, supervise and provide treatment programs for over 6,000 state offenders. 
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